
RAWALPINDI: Test cricket made its long-awaited
return to Pakistan after a deadly attack in 2009, with
the home team led by fast bowler Naseem Shah dom-
inating Sri Lanka yesterday.

Naseem, who is just 16, grabbed 2-51 on the open-
ing day of the first Test which marked a momentous
occasion in Pakistan cricket at Rawalpindi stadium.

Sri Lanka won the toss and batted and closed the
day at a precarious 202-5 after bad light stopped
play 20.5 overs early.

At close Dhananjaya de Silva was unbeaten on 38
and Niroshan Dickwella not out 11 as Sri Lanka
spoiled a good 96-run start given by skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne (59) and Oshada Fernando (40).

Pakistan struggled for wickets in the first session

as Sri Lanka reached 89-0 at lunch. Shaheen Shah
Afridi trapped Sri Lankan skipper Karunaratne leg-
before soon after lunch to trigger a collapse which
saw the visitors lose four wickets within just 31 runs
in the post lunch session.

Karunaratne hit nine boundaries in his 110-ball
knock.  Naseem then had Fernando caught at slip for
40, an innings laced with six boundaries and a six. It
was Naseem’s first Test wicket after he came away
empty-handed from his debut in Brisbane against
Australia last month.

He also had Angelo Mathews caught in the slips for
31. Mathews added 62 runs for the fifth wicket with
De Silva. Usman Shinwari also claimed his first wicket
when Kusal Mendis edged him to wicketkeeper
Mohammad Rizwan for 10, while Mohammad Abbas
bowled Dinesh Chandimal for two with a beautiful
delivery.

Pakistan, who in a surprise decision left out their
key spinner Yasir Shah, had struggled for a break-
through in the first session. Naseem was the stand-out
bowler in the morning as he generated pace, hitting
Karunaratne on the helmet in the 19th over. Sri Lankan
skipper, then on 42, fell down but showed no further
signs of discomfort, hitting Shaheen Shah Afridi for his
eighth boundary to reach his 24th Test fifty.

HISTORIC OCCASION 
Around 8,000 fans chanted slogans and sang

national songs as home team captain Azhar Ali tossed
the coin to open proceedings. Sri Lanka are on the
first Test tour of Pakistan since a gun-and-rocket
attack in March 2009 killed eight people and wound-
ed visiting players and officials, plunging Pakistan
into sporting isolation.  With foreign teams refusing
to visit, Pakistan have since played their “home” fix-
tures in the United Arab Emirates. All of their current
team are now playing their first Test on home soil.

However, as security has improved, Pakistan has
gradually revived international cricket at home
with l imited-overs matches against Zimbabwe,
World XI, the West Indies and Sri Lanka over the
last four years. “Of course, a historic day in Pakistan
cricket and we all are excited,” said Azhar. “We want
to make this occasion memorable by winning.”
Karunaratne, whose team was presented with special

caps to mark the occasion, agreed.
“Exciting day so we are all excited and once the

game starts the focus will be on cricket.” And the fans
were over the moon. “Thank you Sri Lanka for com-
ing to play Tests in Pakistan,” said 21-year-old
Shaista Naveed, a university student from neighbour-
ing city Islamabad. The second Test starts in Karachi
from December 19. — AFP
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Pakistan dominate Sri Lanka in 
first home Test for ten years

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan’s Mohammad Abbas (R) celebrates after bowing out Sri Lanka’s Dinesh Chandimal (L)
during the first day of the first Test cricket match between Pakistan and Sri Lanka at the Rawalpindi Cricket
Stadium in Rawalpindi yesterday. — AFP

Visitors lose four wickets within just 31 runs in post lunch session

SCOREBOARD

Sri Lanka 1st innings
D. Karunaratne lbw b Shaheen                            59
O. Fernando c Sohail b Naseem                          40
K. Mendis c Rizwan b Shinwari                           10
A. Mathews c Shafiq b Naseem                          31
D. Chandimal b Abbas                                          2
D. de Silva not out                                                38
N. Dickwella not out                                            11
Extras: (b 5, lb 3, nb 3)                                        11
Total: (for five wkts; 68.1 overs )                        202
Still to bat: D. Perera, V. Fernando, K. Rajitha, L. Kumara
Fall of wickets: 1-96 (Karunaratne), 2-109 (Fernando), 3-120
(Mendis), 4-127 (Chandimal), 5-189 (Mathews)
Bowling: Abbas 20.1-7-50-1, Shaheen 16-6-37-1 (nb3), Shinwari
14-4-47-1,  Naseem 16-4-51-2, Sohail 1-0-9-0, Masood 1-1-0-0
Pakistan: Shan Masood, Abid Ali, Azhar Ali, Babar Azam, Haris
Sohail, Asad Shafiq, Mohammad Rizwan, Usman Shinwari,
Mohammad Abbas, Naseem Shah, Shaheen Shah Afridi.

Scoreboard at close on the opening day of the first cricket
Test between Pakistan and Sri Lanka at Rawalpindi stadium
yesterday:

Lord’s and Hove to
stage inaugural 
Hundred finals
LONDON: Lord’s and Hove will stage next
year’s inaugural finals of English cricket’s con-
troversial  new Hundred competit ion, the
England and Wales Cricket Board announced
Tuesday. Hove, in Sussex, will be the venue for
the women’s final on August 14, with Lord’s,
widely regarded as the sport’s spiritual home,
staging the men’s final on August 15.

“‘The Home of Cricket’ is a great setting for
the final of this brand new competition, which
will provide MCC the opportunity to welcome
many more young people and families into the
ground, including the Pavilion, not only for the
final but across the group stages with our team,
London Spirit,” said MCC chief executive Guy
Lavender in a statement.

Hove is one of England’s leading venues for
women’s cricket, having been sold out for
women’s internationals and the Twenty20 Super
League finals in recent years. 

The Hundred is a new tournament consisting
of eight city-based franchise sides, breaking
away from the traditional county system.  Teams
will bat for 100 balls each with overs lasting for
10 balls and bowlers either bowling five or 10
balls consecutively. 

The players’ draft was held in October but
opposition remains amid concerns over fixture
congestion in a schedule already featuring first-
class, one-day and Twenty20 cricket as well as
the potential knock-on effects of a new tourna-
ment on the county set-up and the development
of players for Test matches.

But English administrators are adamant the
Hundred is needed to attract a new audience to
that will maintain cricket’s financial and sporting
health as they look to build on their men’s
team’s success at this year’s one-day World
Cup on home soil.

“The Hundred is a really good way of pro-
tecting everything that we are serious about,”
ECB chief executive Tom Harrison said in
October.

“It’s about protecting Test match cricket, it’s
about protecting four-day Championship crick-
et, it’s about getting kids playing more cricket
at school.” The Hundred begins with a men’s
match between the Oval Invincibles and the
Welsh Fire at The Oval on July 17. — AFP

N Zealand sweat on
Boult fitness for
Australia Test
PERTH: New Zealand were sweating on the fitness of
pace spearhead Trent Boult yesterday for the first Test
against Australia, but veteran batsman Ross Taylor was
given the all-clear after taking a hit on the thumb.

Boult missed the second Test against England
recently but recovered sufficiently from his side strain
to make the journey to Perth for the day-night clash
starting today. He remains under an injury cloud, with
the Blacks Caps needing to determine whether it is
worth risking him with two more Tests to come in
Melbourne and Sydney.

“Trent, we’ll have another look at him (on
Wednesday night) before deciding anything,” skipper
Kane Williamson told reporters. “You look at it long-ish
term, in terms of this whole series. He has tracked really
nicely and felt good yesterday, so there’s a number of
factors in that decision.”

Boult shapes up as a potential match-winner, should
he play, on a Perth pitch expected to offer pace and
bounce, along with fellow quicks Tim Southee and Neil
Wagner. If he doesn’t play, Lockie Ferguson is likely to
be handed a Test debut.

It was better news for Taylor, who was struck on his
right thumb during a net session on Tuesday and left
practice early. “Ross is fine, just a bit of a knock but
nothing major which is great,” Williamson said, adding
all-rounder Colin de Grandhomme was also recovering
well after tearing an abdominal muscle in last month’s
first Test against England.

New Zealand will need their full armoury against an
in-form Australian team and in a pink-ball Test, a for-
mat they haven’t played for nearly two years.
Williamson said the pitch looked enticing for the fast
bowlers, with cracks likely to open up in the forecast
searing heat. “It is different cricket here and that’s why
you need to adapt as quickly as possible,” he said. 

“It can be hard to dismiss certain players but trying
to play the long game and stay in the fight for long
periods is important.” — AFP

Stars win after 
firing coach
DALLAS: Ben Bishop recorded 26
saves as the Dallas Stars posted a 2-0
victory over the visiting New Jersey
Devils on Tuesday mere hours after fir-
ing coach Jim Montgomery. Assistant
Rick Bowness was behind the bench as
interim coach in place of Montgomery,
who was dismissed for “unprofessional
conduct inconsistent with the core val-
ues and beliefs of the Dallas Stars and
the National Hockey League,” per gen-
eral manager Jim Nill. Radek Faksa and
Joe Pavelski scored in the first period for
the Stars, who improved to 17-4-2 in
their past 23 games overall and 10-1-0 in
their past 11 home contests. Mackenzie
Blackwood turned aside 33 shots for the
reeling Devils, who dropped their sixth
straight game (0-5-1) and were shut out
for the fifth time this season.

FLAMES 5, COYOTES 2
Michael Frolik and Zac Rinaldo each

had a goal and an assist as Calgary
defeated Arizona in Glendale, Ariz.
Johnny Gaudreau, Sean Monahan and
Milan Lucic also scored for the Flames,
who improved to 5-0-0 under coach
Geoff Ward since he replaced the fired
Bill Peters. Goaltender Cam Talbot made
46 saves, one shy of his career high, set
for the Edmonton Oilers at Boston in
December 2015. Jakob Chychrun and
Phil Kessel scored for the Coyotes, who
opened a three-game homestand. Antti
Raanta stopped 24 of 29 shots.

MAPLE LEAFS 4, CANUCKS 1
John Tavares broke out of a scoring

slump with two goals and an assist as
Toronto defeated host Vancouver.

Auston Matthews and Zach Hyman also
scored for the Maple Leafs, and goal-
tender Frederik Andersen made 38
saves. Andersen has won six of his past
eight starts to improve to 15-7-3.
Toronto earned its second win in a row
after losing three of the previous four.
Josh Leivo scored the lone goal for the
Canucks, who were 3-1-0 in their previ-
ous four games. Vancouver goalie Jacob
Markstrom, making his first start since
Dec. 1 after leaving the team to attend
his father’s funeral, stopped 22 of 25
shots.

KINGS 3, RANGERS 1
Dustin Brown, Tyler Toffoli and

Adrian Kempe scored goals, and
Jonathan Quick was dominating in the
net as Los Angeles returned home to
earn a victory over New York and end a
four-game losing streak. Quick made 29
saves and earned his first win since Nov.
27 against the New York Islanders. He
lost his shutout with 31 seconds remain-
ing when Artemi Panarin scored for the
Rangers on the power play. It was
Panarin’s team-high 15th of the season.
Henrik Lundqvist had 23 saves for the
Rangers, who saw their three-game road
winning streak come to an end after
entering 6-2-1 in their past nine games.
The Rangers narrowly avoided their first
shutout loss of the season.

CANADIENS 4, PENGUINS 1
Visiting Montreal rode three second-

period goals en route to a win over
Pittsburgh. Tomas Tatar, Joel Armia and
Shea Weber scored the second-period
goals, and each also had an assist.
Brendan Gallagher added an empty-net
goal and an assist for Montreal, which
has won two straight and three of four
since going eight games without a regu-
lation win. Jake Guentzel scored for the
Penguins, who had won three straight

and had their 10-game home point
streak (8-0-2) snapped. Pittsburgh goal-
tender Tristan Jarry, who had shutouts in
his previous two starts, ran his personal
shutout streak to a club-record 177:15
before giving up the three goals.

LIGHTNING 2, PANTHERS 1
Andre Vasilevskiy outdueled Sergei

Bobrovsky, and Steven Stamkos scored
his fourth goal in the past three games,
leading Tampa Bay past Florida in
Sunrise, Fla. Vasilevskiy made 27 saves.
Bobrovsky, his fellow Russian, had a sea-
son-high 46 saves. Stamkos has a team-
high 11 goals. Before this surge, he had
gone six straight games with no goals
and just two assists. Alex Killorn added a

goal and an assist for the Lightning, who
are 8-5-2 on the road this season. Yet, in
an odd recent trend, the Lightning are 1-
4-0 in their past five home games.

SABRES 5, BLUES 2
Red-hot Jack Eichel scored twice as

Buffalo defeated visiting St. Louis. Eichel
extended his points streak to 14 games
(12 goals, 13 assists). Sam Reinhart,
Johan Larsson and Zemgus Girgensons
also scored, and Linus Ullmark made 28
saves for the Sabres, who improved to
9-3-3 at home this season. Troy Brouwer
and Alex Pietrangelo scored for the
Blues, who have absorbed three consec-
utive regulation losses for the first time
this season. — Reuters

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s National Handball team goalkeeper will have his retirement ceremony under the patronage of Chairman
of the Board of Kuwait Sports Club Khalid Ali Al-Ghanim, to coincide with the 19th Asian championship for men to be held
in Kuwait in January. Al-Ghanim lauded goal keeper Yousuf Al-Fadhly’s carrier being at clubs or national teams, and asked
him to keep contributing to the sport in different capacities.

GLENDALE: Vinnie Hinostroza #13 of the Arizona Coyotes passes the puck around Elias
Lindholm #28 of the Calgary Flames during the second period of the NHL game at Gila
River Arena in Glendale, Arizona. The Flames defeated the Coyotes 5-2. — AFP


