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Meanwhile, Saudi King Salman congratulated
Kuwait’s Nayef Al-Hajraf on being appointed as the
next GCC secretary general. Hajraf’s candidacy was
unanimously approved at ministerial talks ahead of the
leaders’ summit in Riyadh. 

Qatar’s Amir yesterday skipped the Gulf summit
billed as a potential “reconciliation conference”, but
leaders’ calls for integration provided more signs of a
thaw between Doha and regional power Saudi Arabia. In
a sign of the changing mood, the Doha delegation
received a warm welcome in Riyadh, with Saudi Arabia’s
King Salman and the Qatari prime minister exchanging
smiles and pleasantries. “The people of Qatar, welcome,
to your second country,” said the commentator on Saudi
state television, in a friendly greeting.

Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani sent
Prime Minister Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa Al-
Thani in his place to the annual summit of the GCC. In
his speech, King Salman did not address the Qatar dis-
pute directly but called for Gulf unity in the face of
threats including “aggressive acts” by Iran. GCC secre-
tary-general Abdullatif Al-Zayani also called on Gulf
nations to remain “integrated and intertwined”, stress-
ing the need for “cohesion”.

Hopes for reconciliation have been raised by indica-

tions of a detente between Qatar and its former allies,
despite Doha’s refusal to meet 13 key demands made by
the Riyadh-led bloc, including shutting down Al
Jazeera, downgrading ties with Iran and closing a
Turkish military base on its territory. Yet, beyond the
bonhomie in Riyadh, the event “falls short of achieving
the intended reconciliation between Saudi Arabia and
Qatar”, said Gulf analyst Ali Bakeer. “My understanding
is that unless the blockade on Qatar is removed it will
be hard to expect a serious breakthrough,” he told AFP.

However, negotiations to end the impasse are
expected to continue, analysts say. “Ending the Gulf rift
is an incremental process of engagement and dialogue
rather than something resolvable at a single summit
meeting alone,” said Kristian Ulrichsen, a fellow at Rice
University’s Baker Institute in the United States. For
Samuel Ramani, a doctoral researcher at Oxford
University, “Saudi Arabia’s normalization with Qatar is
likely to occur without major concessions from Doha. 

“It is possible that Qatar could scale back its links
with the Muslim Brotherhood, but it is certainly not
planning on reducing its diplomatic ties with Turkey
and Iran as trust between Doha and other GCC coun-
tries has been severely damaged.” Analysts say the
spat has hurt the blockading countries more than
Qatar. Saudi Arabia now appears to be taking a more
conciliatory approach after adopting a combative for-
eign policy that has spooked investors. But some of
the other blockading countries are not as eager to
step back. Two sources familiar with the negotiations,
including an Arab diplomat, told AFP that hardliners in
Abu Dhabi - Riyadh’s principal ally - are opposed to a
restoration of ties.

Amir hails positive
steps to forget the...

Continued from Page 1

sector, he said it proves that Kuwaitis have the busi-
ness acumen to propel their country towards economic
prosperity.

In his keynote address, Marc Tejtel, the Deputy Chief
Counsel of the Commercial Law Development Program
(CLDP) of the US Department of Commerce, Office of
the General Counsel, said they are here to support HH the
Amir’s 2035 vision. According to Tejtel, two weeks ago,
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said Kuwait and
America have a very close and personal relationship. “We
admire Kuwait’s pioneering role in the long-term - many
countries that rely on oil and gas realize that dependency
on oil and gas is not sustainable and all these countries
are now doing their utmost to diversify,” he said. 

“Kuwait was the pioneer in this - not a year ago, two
years ago, but 66 years ago - in 1953, they created the
Kuwait Investment Authority, the first sovereign wealth
fund in the world, and in 1970 they created Supreme
Council for Planning and Development. The same reason
why we have experts here today, with very significant
levels of knowledge and skills. We will work together
today and tomorrow; you cannot erect the seven pillars
unless you have a solid foundation like commercial laws
and an environment fitted for the 21st century. You want
to attract foreign investors; you want private sector in
Kuwait to take lead in the economy - to do that we need

changes in three areas: Contract enforcement, govern-
ment procurement, and bankruptcy and insolvency,”
Tejtel said. 

According to Tejtel, investors would like to know that
a contract will be enforced, and if there is a dispute,
they can go to the arbitration court for mediation and to
resolve their cases. They need modern and transparent
government procurements where all small and large
companies follow the laws. “On bankruptcy and insol-
vency, they need loans that do not penalize companies -
on contrary, they should give second chances to compa-
nies that fail,” he added.

Faris Al-Obaid, Advisor to the Secretary General of
the Supreme Council for Planning and Development,
said the New Kuwait 2035 vision is an all-encompassing
one aiming to transform Kuwait into an innovation-
based sustainable international actor of the 21st century.
“If we are to thrive and prosper, we must transform the
way we think about policy and implement a forward-
thinking agenda that will help us achieve this goal. We
cannot as a government rely on the public sector alone.
A main tenet of New Kuwait 2035 is the growing of
partnerships between the government and private sec-
tor, in addition to empowering the private sector to take
a lead role in Kuwait’s development. This partnership is
also a window to the world - a successful nation is a
cosmopolitan one,” he added.  

The New Kuwait 2019 Summit aims to provide
Kuwait with a global platform and window to the world
to attract insightful debate and information around the
seven pillars identified by the Kuwait national develop-
ment plan - Kuwait’s global position, infrastructure,
human capital, public administration, healthcare, econo-
my and living environment. 
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and Eritrean President Isaias Afwerki formally ended a
20-year-old stalemate between their countries in the wake
of the 1998-2000 border conflict. That was just three
months after Abiy took office.

Yesterday, Abiy was quick to praise the role of his
Eritrean “partner and comrade-in-peace” - the only
leader Eritrea has known since it gained independence
in 1993 - in his Nobel Prize. “We understood our nations
are not enemies. Instead, we were victims of the common
enemy called poverty,” he said. A former soldier himself,
Abiy also testified to the ravages of war, recalling how
his entire unit had been wiped out in an Eritrean artillery
attack but he had survived after briefly leaving a foxhole
to get better antenna reception. “War is the epitome of
hell for all involved,” he said.

During the lightning-fast rapprochement that followed
the peace deal with Asmara, embassies reopened, flights
resumed and meetings were held across the region. But
the “Abiymania” hype has faded and he is now facing
major challenges. The land border between the two nations
is once again closed, and the question of border demarca-
tions remains unresolved. “At present, this work seems to
be at a standstill,” said the head of the Norwegian Nobel
Committee, Berit Reiss-Andersen. “It is the hope of the
Norwegian Nobel Committee that your previous achieve-
ments, coupled with added encouragement of the Peace

Prize, will spur the parties to further implementation of the
peace treaties,” she added.

Abiy has vowed to hold the first “free, fair and demo-
cratic” elections since 2005 in May, and experts fear the
Ethiopian leader may have to shift his attention away from
the peace process to focus on the vote. In stark contrast to
his authoritarian predecessors, Abiy has lifted the state of
emergency, released dissidents from jail, apologized for
state brutality and welcomed home exiled armed groups.
He also established a national reconciliation committee
and lifted a ban on some political parties.

But less than two weeks after the Nobel announcement
in October, anti-Abiy protests left 86 people dead. In his
Nobel speech, he denounced the “evangelists of hate and
division” who are “wreaking havoc in our society using
social media”. Meanwhile, the Nobel festivities have been
tainted by Abiy’s refusal to field questions from the media,
as the ex-intelligence chief has considerably shortened the
traditional Nobel program and cut out all news conferences.

The head of the Nobel Institute, Olav Njolstad, called
the decision “highly problematic”, noting that a “free press
and freedom of expression are essential conditions for a
lasting peace in a democracy”. Abiy’s entourage respond-
ed that it was “quite challenging” for a sitting leader to
spend several days at such an event, especially when
“domestic issues are pressing and warrant attention”. They
also said Abiy’s “humble disposition” contrasted with “the
very public nature of the Nobel award”.

The Nobel Peace Prize consists of a diploma, a gold
medal and a cheque for nine million Swedish kronor
($945,000). The other Nobel prizes for literature, physics,
chemistry, medicine and economics were also handed over
yesterday, but in Stockholm. — Agencies 
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Her decision to personally lead the southeast Asian
nation’s case at the court has proved popular at home,
where the Rohingya are widely regarded as illegal
immigrants despite having lived in Myanmar for
decades.

In Myanmar, flag-waving supporters joined rallies in
support of Suu Kyi in several cities across the country
yesterday, with some 2,000 people marching through
Yangon and tens of thousands more in Mandalay.
Popular reggae singer Saw Phoe Khwa was among the
celebrities who took to the stage in Yangon, imploring
everyone to love each other before breaking into song.
“We have to stand behind her as she travels to defend
our country’s dignity,” said 57-year-old Yangon resident
Thant Zin, sporting Suu Kyi stickers on both cheeks.

The Gambia’s lawyers however said the appearance
of huge billboards across Myanmar in recent weeks
featuring pictures of Suu Kyi with three smiling gener-
als showed she was “in it together” with the army that
once held her captive. “It can only be have been intend-
ed to show that they are all in it together and that
Myanmar has absolutely no intention of holding its
emboldened military leadership accountable,” lawyer
Paul Reichler told the court.

A group of some 50 pro-Rohingya protesters gath-

ered outside the gates of the ICJ for the hearing, carry-
ing banners saying: ‘Say yes to Rohingya, justice
delayed is justice denied” and “Stop Burma military
attack Rohingya.” “Today is the start for our right to
justice,” said Mohammed Harun, 49, who travelled from
London for the hearings. “It’s international justice day
for Rohingya,” he told AFP. A small group of Suu Kyi
supporters also unfurled a banner outside the court
with the Myanmar leader’s face on it saying: “We love
you, we stand with you!” “Suu Kyi is the only person
who can solve this problem,” supporter Swe Swe Aye,
47, told AFP. 

The 74-year-old Suu Kyi was once mentioned in the
same breath as Nelson Mandela and Mahatma Gandhi,
having won the Nobel in 1991 for her resistance to
Myanmar’s brutal junta. After 15 years under house
arrest she was freed in 2010 and led her party to victo-
ry in elections in 2015, but her defence of the same
generals who once kept her locked up has since caused
international condemnation.

The case is also being watched in Bangladesh
where the Rohingya remain in sprawling camps. “I
demand justice from the world,” said Nur Karima, a
Rohingya refugee whose brothers and grandparents
were killed in a massacre in the village of Tula Toli in
Aug 2017. ICJ judges have only once before ruled that
genocide was committed, in the 1995 Srebrenica mas-
sacre in Bosnia.  Myanmar, however, faces a number of
legal challenges over the fate of the Rohingya, includ-
ing a probe by the International Criminal Court - a
separate war crimes tribunal in The Hague - and a
lawsuit in Argentina. — AFP 
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and Pakistan to become Indians. Modi’s government
says Muslims from these three countries are excluded
because they can choose to go to other Muslim countries.

Also excluded are other minorities fleeing political
or religious persecution elsewhere, such as Tamils from
Sri Lanka, Rohingya from Myanmar and Tibetans from
China. “This bill is in line with India’s centuries old
ethos of assimilation and belief in humanitarian values,”
Modi tweeted. “I say this again and again that this bill
has nothing to do with the Muslims in this country,”
Home Minister Amit Shah told parliament. Shah has
stoked further fears among India’s Muslims with his aim
to conduct a nationwide National Register of Citizens
(NRC) that he says will see all “infiltrators” identified
and “expelled” by 2024.

On Monday, almost 1,200 scientists and scholars at

institutions in India and abroad published a joint letter
expressing their “dismay” at the legislation, saying the
constitution called for members of all faiths to be
treated equally. The move also evoked sharp reactions
from international groups, with an influential US body
calling for sanctions on Shah and other key players of
the proposed law.

The US Commission on International Religious
Freedom in a statement Monday termed the bill as a
“dangerous turn in the wrong direction”, that together
with the proposed National Register of Citizens, aims
to create a religious test for Indian citizenship that
would strip citizenship from millions of Muslims. India’s
foreign ministry yesterday retorted saying the US
group’s remarks were “neither accurate nor warranted”
and “guided by their prejudices and biases”.

The European Union’s ambassador to India Ugo
Astuto also expressed the bloc’s concerns, saying he
hoped “the principle of equality enshrined in the Indian
Constitution will be upheld”. Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan tweeted that the legislation by India’s “fas-
cist” government “violates” all norms of international
human rights law and bilateral agreements. — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: Democrats unveiled two articles of
impeachment yesterday against US President Donald
Trump after weeks of arguing there is overwhelming
evidence that the US leader abused his office and
deserves to be removed. If the charges - abuse of
power and obstruction of Congress - are approved by
the full House of Representatives in a vote expected
next week, it would put Trump in the historic position
of being the third US leader ever impeached and
placed on trial in the Senate.

“Our president holds the ultimate public trust,” said
House Judiciary Committee Jerry Nadler. “When he
betrays that trust and puts himself before country, he
endangers the constitution, he endangers our democ-
racy and he endangers our national security.” Nadler,
in a solemn and deeply serious moment for the nation,
was joined by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi in the US
Capitol to lay out the charges facing Trump.

The president is alleged to have wielded the power
of the presidency for personal and political gain by

pressuring Ukraine to interfere in the 2020 US elec-
tion.  His accusers say he conditioned vital military aid
and a much-sought White House meeting on Kiev
announcing it would investigate Democratic former
vice president Joe Biden, who is the frontrunner to
challenge Trump in the 2020 election. He also pressed
his Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelensky to
probe a debunked Kremlin conspiracy theory that it
was Kiev, and not Moscow, that interfered in the 2016
US election.

The charges also focus on Trump’s efforts to block
Congress from fully investigating his actions - which
Democrats see as a violation of its constitutional right
to conduct oversight of the executive branch. “The evi-
dence of the president’s misconduct is overwhelming
and uncontested,” said House Intelligence Committee
chairman Adam Schiff, who oversaw weeks of public
hearings in which witnesses including Trump adminis-
tration officials and US diplomats testified about the
pressure on Ukraine.

“To do nothing would make ourselves complicit in
the president’s abuse of his high office,” Schiff said,
adding that Trump’s “misconduct goes to the heart of
whether we can conduct a free and fair election in
2020.” Trump, who has long assailed the Democrats for
pursuing impeachment, maintained his fighting posture
early yesterday, tweeting that the effort to oust him as
“sheer Political Madness!” — AFP
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HELSINKI: Finland’s Sanna Marin, 34, was officially
appointed as the country’s prime minister yesterday,
becoming the world’s youngest sitting head of govern-
ment. The former transport minister takes the helm of a
coalition of five parties that will all be led by women, once
the prime minister takes over as head of her Social
Democratic party next year. All but one of the female
coalition leaders are aged under 35.

Marin became Finland’s third female prime minister
after her nomination was passed in parliament by 99
votes to 70 yesterday and President Sauli Niinisto offi-
cially appointed the new center-left cabinet. She suc-
ceeds Antti Rinne, who resigned last week after losing the
trust of one of his coalition parties over his handling of a
postal strike. Marin has made global headlines for
becoming not only Finland’s youngest ever leader, but
also the world’s youngest sitting head of government,
ahead of Ukraine’s Prime Minister Oleksiy Honcharuk
who is currently 35.

But yesterday, Marin deflected questions about the
international attention she has received over becoming
the world’s youngest premier.  “My own thoughts have
been on practical things and this week, I haven’t fol-
lowed what the press have been writing very much
either at home or abroad,” she told reporters outside
parliament. Earlier this week she said: “I have never
thought about my age or gender, I think of the reasons I
got into politics and those things for which we have won
the trust of the electorate.” 

Marin grew up looked after by her mother and her
mother’s girlfriend, and said that her “rainbow family”
showed her the importance of “equality, fairness and
human rights”. In a 2015 interview, Marin said she felt
‘invisible’ as a child, because she could not speak openly
about her family setup.  She has also said that her child-

hood has strongly influenced her political priorities, which
include protecting Finland’s generous welfare system and
low levels of inequality.  “I come from a poor family and
would not have been able to succeed and move forward
were it not for the strong welfare state and the Finnish
education system,” she told Helsingin Sanomat.

The Social Democrats took office in June after
defeating the far-right, anti-immigration Finns Party by
the narrowest of margins in April’s general election. The
victory was seen by some commentators as a triumph
for Finland’s liberal, equal society over a party that ran
on a ticket of cutting asylum levels almost to zero and

halting anti-climate change measures. Speaking after
yesterday’s parliamentary vote, Marin pledged to
rebuild trust in her party. “We have promised the
Finnish people change and now we must deliver on that
promise. In June we agreed a government program
together and I believe it is through actions that we will

World’s youngest PM takes office in Finland

HELSINKI: Ministers of the new Finnish government, led by Prime Minister Sanna Marin (center) pose for a family photo yesterday. — AFP 


