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Aggression on any GCC state is an
aggression on all members: Gulf leaders

GCC 40th summit concludes with ‘Riyadh Declaration’

Saudi King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud welcomes
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah upon his arrival to attend the summit.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah speaks with Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammad Bin Salman Al Saud.

RIYADH: Leaders of Gulf Cooperation Council countries attend the 40th GCC Summit in Riyadh yesterday. —Amiri Diwan photos

RIYADH: The 40th Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
Summit concluded yesterday with Secretary General
Abdulatif Al-Zayani reading the ‘Riyadh Declaration’. It
emphasizes necessity to protect maritime of the Arabian
Gulf from any threats, as the council notes measures taken
by Saudi Arabia to protect its oil facilities, which stems
from the Kingdom’s keenness of a stable oil market, both
for producing and consuming countries. “Any aggression
on a GCC member state is an aggression on all member
states,” the Declaration reads. It also underlines the impor-
tance of achieving economic unity and customs integration,
which would serve the Gulf’s political and security coordi-
nation in light of regional and international variables.

The vision of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques,
King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, laid the foundations
for the integration system among GCC countries in all
fields, which requires completion of procedures needed to
guarantee intactness of member states’ sovereignty and
safety of their territorial waters, as well as economic areas
in accordance with the joint defense treaty, the
Declaration points out. The summit discussed a host of
important issues of interest for the GCC march, in addi-
tion to reports and recommendations forwarded by the
ministerial committees and action teams with regard to
political, economic, social and legal aspects. It also
reviewed a number of current regional and international
issues and regional developments. —KUNA

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Saudi
King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud speak while attending the summit. GCC leaders attending the summit.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Saudi
King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud during the summit.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Saudi
King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud speak during the summit.

RIYADH: His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received yesterday Qatari
Prime Minister and Interior Minister
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Nasser Al Thani
at Dariya Palace in Riyadh. The Prime
Minister conveyed greetings and
appreciation of Qatari Amir Sheikh

Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani, wishing
His Highness good health and more
progress for Kuwaiti people. His
Highness relayed greetings to Sheikh
Tamim, wishing him wellbeing and his
country more progress. The accompa-
nying delegation of His Highness the
Amir attended the meeting. — KUNA

Kuwait Amir receives
Qatari PM in Riyadh

RIYADH: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with Qatari Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Abdullah
Bin Nasser Al Thani. — Amiri Diwan photo

KUWAIT: Kuwait remains optimistic in
its bid to support resolving the dispute
between Gulf neighbors, Deputy Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah said, adding
reconciliation efforts are looking “posi-
tive.” “We are not at all concerned about
the environment that is accompanying
the efforts to end the dispute, and we are

optimistic that this dispute will be some-
thing of the past in the near future,” the
Kuwaiti official said. Jarallah made the
comments to reporters in Kuwait, during
his attendance of a Qatar Embassy func-
tion held to celebrate the anniversary of
the founder of Qatar Sheikh Jasim bin
Thani’s accession to the throne. —KUNA

Kuwait optimistic about
Gulf dispute resolution

KUWAIT: Dignitaries cut the cake during the reception. 
—Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Nayef Al-Hajraf has been confirmed as
the next GCC Secretary General yesterday, becoming the
second Kuwaiti to take the post since the bloc’s inception
in 1981. Hajraf has a vast experience in public and private
sector management, education, and financial consulting.
Prior to his appointment, he served as Kuwait’s chief regu-
lator of marketable securities in his capacity as the
Chairman of the Board of Commissioners and Managing
Director of the Kuwait Capital Markets Authority (CMA)
from 2014 to 2017. He has previously served as Kuwait’s
Minister of Finance for a brief period in 2012, and Minister
of Education and Minister of Higher Education from 2012
to 2014. His most recent cabinet post was also as Finance
Minister from November 2017 until his resignation in
November 2019.

Hajraf holds a PhD in accounting and finance from the
University of Hull, UK and a Master’s in accounting from
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, as well as
a bachelor’s degree in accounting from Kuwait University.
Furthermore, he was Vice President of Gulf University for
Science and Technology for Academic Services.

Chronologically, Abdullah Bishara (Kuwait) was the
first secretary general of the GCC; serving for 11 years,
from 1981 to 1993. He was succeeded by Fahim Al-
Qasimi (UAE) who served from 1993 to 1996. Jamil Al-
Hejailan (Saudi Arabia) assumed the position afterwards
and stayed unti l  2002, and was fol lowed by
Abdurrahman Al-Attiyah (Qatar) who served between
2002 and 2011. The current GCC chief Abdulatif Al-
Zayani (Bahrain) assumed the position in 2011 and is
expected to step down in 2020. —KUNA

Hajraf, 2nd Kuwaiti
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