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NFL results/standings

American Football Conference
AFC East

W L T PCT PF PA 
New England 10 3 0 .769 338 168
Buffalo 9 4 0 .692 274 212
NY Jets 5 8 0 .385 226 301
Miami 3 10 0 .231 221 399

AFC North
x-Baltimore 11 2 0 .846 430 236
Pittsburgh 8 5 0 .615 259 242
Cleveland 6 7 0 .462 273 291
Cincinnati 1 12 0 .077 198 325

AFC South
Houston 8 5 0 .615 317 309
Tennessee 8 5 0 .615 318 255
Indianapolis 6 7 0 .462 296 295
Jacksonville 4 9 0 .308 230 337
AFC West
y-Kansas City 9 4 0 .692 371 281
Oakland 6 7 0 .462 258 366
Denver 5 8 0 .385 236 261
LA Chargers 5 8 0 .385 289 251

National Football Conference
NFC East

Dallas 6 7 0 .462 334 267
Philadelphia 5 7 0 .417 274 284
Washington 3 10 0 .231 188 310
NY Giants 2 10 0 .167 230 339

NFC North
Green Bay 10 3 0 .769 309 270
Minnesota 9 4 0 .692 339 249
Chicago 7 6 0 .538 243 232
Detroit 3 9 1 .269 287 335

NFC South
y-New Orleans 10 3 0 .769 344 296
Tampa Bay 6 7 0 .462 378 381
Carolina 5 8 0 .385 300 360
Atlanta 4 9 0 .308 300 343

NFC West
San Francisco 11 2 0 .846 397 229
Seattle 10 3 0 .769 341 321
LA Rams 8 5 0 .615 311 262
Arizona 3 9 1 .269 272 374
y-clinched division title
x-clinched playoff berth

Carolina 20 Atlanta 40; Baltimore 24 Buffalo 17; Cincinnati 19
Cleveland 27; Washington 15 Green Bay 20; Detroit 7 Minnesota
20; San Francisco 48 New Orleans 46; Miami 21 NY Jets 22;
Indianapolis 35 Tampa Bay 38; Denver 38 Houston 24; LA Chargers
45 Jacksonville 10; Tennessee 42 Oakland 21; Kansas City 23 New
England 16; Pittsburgh 23 Arizona 17; Seattle 12 LA Rams 28.

Patriots jolted by Chiefs,
49ers down Saints in thriller

LOS ANGELES: Tom Brady and the New England
Patriots slid to a second straight defeat on Sunday,
falling 23-16 to the Kansas City Chiefs in a game
marred by a series of officiating blunders. The reign-
ing Super Bowl champions launched a spirited fight-
back after trailing 23-7 in the third quarter but lost
crucial momentum after multiple calls went against
them at Foxborough.

The most glaring officiating error occurred early in
the fourth quarter, when N’Keal Harry was wrongly
adjudged to have been forced out of bounds as he
dived into the corner for a touchdown. Replays clearly
showed Harry was in-bounds and the Patriots should
have been awarded a touchdown — but with coach
Bill Belichick already out of challenges, the call was
allowed to stand.

With the drive eventually ending in a Patriots field
goal, the hosts turned around 23-16 instead of poten-
tially cutting the Chiefs lead to 23-20 with most of the
fourth quarter remaining. The officiating crew had also
blown an earlier call, mistakenly whistling play dead
after failing to spot a Travis Kelce fumble, denying the
Patriots a potential defensive touchdown.

The Patriots — who had been booed off the field at
halftime after trailing 20-7 — had one last attempt for
a game-tying score, but Brady’s pass to Julian
Edelman in the endzone was batted away by Bashaud
Breeland.

Patriots coach Belichick refused to be drawn on the
officiating performance following the loss. Asked what
officials had said after disallowing Harry’s touchdown,
Belichick replied: “You’ll have to talk to them about
that. I’m not going to speak for them.”

“I was proud of the way our guys competed
tonight,” he added. “They battled for 60 minutes.
Wasn’t always perfect, and there’s certainly things we
could have done better. But we were competitive right
the way down to the final play.” Asked about the boos
his team had been subjected to at half-time, Belichick
added: “We’re just trying to win games.” The Patriots
fell to 10-3 with the loss but lead the AFC East. The
Chiefs meanwhile clinched the AFC West divisional
title with the win, improving to 9-4. 

Superdome thriller
Elsewhere Sunday, the New Orleans Saints also

clinched their division despite losing a thriller against

the San Francisco 49ers, going down 48-46 in the
Superdome. Niners quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo
finished with 349 passing yards from 26 completions
as San Francisco rallied superbly with a late drive
after Drew Brees had helped the Saints take a 46-45
lead with less than a minute left.

Garoppolo showed great composure as the sec-
onds ticked down, converting a do-or-die 4th & 2 with
a short pass to find tight end George Kittle. Kittle
then charged forward, shrugging off the attentions of
two tacklers to advance 39 yards and take the 49ers
within field goal range. It was left to veteran kicker
Robbie Gould to deliver the decisive field goal, the
37-year-old nailing his kick from 30 yards to silence
the Superdome in dramatic fashion.

The win sees the 49ers improve to 11-2 to regain
first place in the NFC West division, although Seattle

would reclaim top spot with victory over the Los
Angeles Rams later Sunday. The Saints meanwhile fell
to 10-3 with the defeat, potentially complicating their
route through the playoffs as they chase a berth in the
Super Bowl in Miami in February.

In other games on Sunday, the Baltimore Ravens
sealed their playoff berth with a 24-17 defeat of the
Bills in Buffalo. Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson
threw three touchdowns but ended with only 145
yards and 16 completions on a day when neither
offense managed to fire on all cylinders. The Ravens
now lead the AFC North on 11-2.

At Lambeau Field, Aaron Rodgers threw for 195
yards and a touchdown as the Green Bay Packers
defeated the Washington Redskins 20-15.  The
Packers improved to 10-3 with the win to tighten their
grip on the NFC North. — AFP

NEW ORLEANS: Jimmy Garoppolo #10 of the San Francisco 49ers throws a pass against the New Orleans Saints in
the game at Mercedes Benz Superdome on December 08, 2019 in New Orleans, Louisiana.— AFP

Kansas City, New Orleans clinch divisional titles

EDMONTON: Defenseman Colin Miller scored his
first goal of the season 1:13 into overtime as the
Buffalo Sabres defeated the host Edmonton Oilers 3-
2 Sunday night. Kyle Okposo and Johan Larsson also
scored, and goaltender Linus Ullmark made 26 saves
for the Sabres, who blew a two-goal, first-period
lead. Buffalo wrapped up a three-game Western
Canada trip with a 1-1-1 record. Riley Sheahan and
Joakim Nygard scored for Edmonton, which fell to 1-
1-1 on its four-game homestand, and Mike Smith
stopped 19 of 22 shots. Sabres forward Jack Eichel
weaved his way into the offensive zone in overtime
and fed Marcus Johansson near the right post.
Johansson sent a cross-crease pass to Miller, who put
the puck into a nearly empty net. Eichel extended his
point streak to 13 games (10 goals, 13 assists), the
longest current run in the NHL.

Rangers 5, Golden Knights 0
Alexandar Georgiev made 38 saves for his second

shutout of the season, and Jacob Trouba and Artemi
Panarin each had a goal and an assist as New York
began its four-game western road trip with a victory at
Las Vegas. Mika Zibanejad, Chris Kreider and Jesper
Fast also scored goals, and Ryan Strome added two
assists for the Rangers, who avenged a 4-1 loss to the
Golden Knights on Monday at Madison Square Garden.
New York finishes up the trip by playing the three
California teams beginning Tuesday night in Los
Angeles. It was the fourth career shutout for Georgiev.
It also marked the first time since Feb. 18 at Colorado
(3-0) that the Golden Knights were blanked.

Jets 3, Ducks 2 (OT)
Mark Scheifele scored his second goal of the game

on a power play with 4:22 remaining, and Winnipeg
held on to defeat visiting Anaheim. Adam Lowry also
scored, Mathieu Perreault had two assists and Connor
Hellebuyck made 31 saves for the Jets. Winnipeg went
on the power play with 4:45 left after Ryan Getzlaf was
called for tripping Andrew Copp in neutral ice.
Scheifele hit the crossbar off the faceoff four seconds
into the power play before scoring on a one-timer from
the slot 19 seconds later.

Panthers 5, Sharks 1
Goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky won his second game

in as many nights as Florida defeated San Jose at
Sunrise, Fla. Bobrovsky made 30 saves, while the
Panthers got goals from Keith Yandle, Aleksander
Barkov, Mike Matheson, Brett Connolly (his team-high
14th of the season) and Frank Vatrano (empty-netter).
Yandle and Connolly both scored on power plays, while
Jonathan Huberdeau and Aaron Ekblad each added two
assists. Kevin Labanc scored for the Sharks, ending San
Jose’s 0-for-23 power-play drought over the previous
10 games. Martin Jones made 28 saves for the Sharks,
who have lost four straight games.

Coyotes 4, Blackhawks 3 (SO)
Carl Soderberg had the game-tying goal and an

assist, and Arizona rallied for a win in the shootout
round against host Chicago. Christian Fischer and
Conor Garland also scored during regulation for the
Coyotes, who won for the third time in four games.
Garland provided the decisive goal in the shootout
round, which also featured a goal by Nick Schmaltz.
Jonathan Toews, Alex DeBrincat and Dominik Kubalik
each scored for the Blackhawks. Patrick Kane tallied
the lone shootout goal for Chicago, who earned a point
in the standings despite the late letdown. — Reuters

NHL roundup: Eichel
extends streak, Sabres
down Oilers in OT

CLEVELAND: Cleveland Browns quarterback Baker
Mayfield said Sunday that wide receiver Odell Beckham
Jr.’s lingering hip/groin injury “wasn’t handled right” after
it first surfaced in training camp. “Wasn’t handled the right
way in our training room,” Mayfield told reporters after
the Browns’ 27-19 victory over the Cincinnati Bengals. “So
it is what it is. His ‘not 100 percent’ is still good enough for
us.” The subject came up during the postgame press con-
ference in reference to an ESPN report Sunday morning
that Beckham is considering sports hernia surgery after
the season. Mayfield was asked if he could tell that the
injury has bothered Beckham.

“Yeah, I’d say that wasn’t handled right,” Mayfield
responded. “He’s not able to run as well as he should be
able to, as well as he knows, and that’s frustrating for him.
You can sense that’s some of his frustration where that
comes from.” Asked what was not handled right, Mayfield
replied, “I think it could’ve been addressed earlier on.”

“... I think looking back on it, obviously hindsight’s
20/20, but he probably would’ve missed first two (games),
one or two — just based on the fact it was during training
camp. It is what it is, we’re here right now, it’s too late to
do that. He’s fighting through pain, he’s playing through
pain, so that shows you what type of guy he is.”

Mayfield later addressed his comments on Twitter, say-
ing that his “intentions were not to throw our medical staff
under the bus.” “No I don’t know all the facts about Odell’s
injury,” Mayfield added. “It was emotionally answered
because I can sense his frustration and I care about my
team and putting us in the best position to win. “Those
people within our building know my intentions and where I
am coming from. I truly believe that and I apologize to
those that don’t deserve the backlash.... today was a good
team win. On to the next one.” Beckham missed the whole
preseason with what was described at the time as a hip
injury. He has been on the injury report all season, with a
hip issue designated from Weeks 1-6 and then a groin
issue listed in every week since the team’s Week 7 bye.
Beckham has mostly practiced in full despite the issue, but
he’s been limited the last three weeks. He has not missed a
game this season, catching 59 passes for 844 yards and
two touchdowns. — Reuters

Browns’ Mayfield
on Beckham’s injury:
‘Wasn’t handled right’

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Head of Kuwait and Asian Swimming
Federations Sheikh Khalid Al-Bader Al-Sabah said prepa-
rations for the 20th FINA World Men’s Junior Water Polo
Championship, to be held in Kuwait this Thursday at HH
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Olympic Swimming Pools
Complex at Al-Naser Sports Club are ready. He said 20
national teams will participate under the supervision of the
International Federation (FINA).

Sheikh Khalid spoke during a press conference attend-
ed by FINA President Dr Juilio Maglione along with sever-
al federation officials, Public Authority for Sports (PAS)
Deputy Director General for Competitive Sports Dr Saqer
Al-Mulla, first Vice-president of FINA, Secretary of
Kuwait Olympic Committee Hussein Al-Musallam along
with a number of championship sponsors. He said Kuwait’s
organization of this major world event contributes to the
development of water polo game in Kuwait with preparing
facilities and having individuals gain important experience
in organizing and managing such events.

Sheikh Khalid Al-Sabah appreciated the support of HH
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, which enabled them to host the championship.
He also thanked National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali
Al-Ghanem for patronizing the event, also thanked FINA
officials for their confidence in Kuwait’s federation.

Meanwhile, President of FINA Uruguayan Dr Julio
Maglione said the facility where the championship will
take place is outstanding and matches those that host
Olympic games and world championships. He also pointed
out the efforts of the Kuwaiti organizing committee which
met all FINA requirements.

He said this championship is the most important on
FINA’s agenda until the 2020 Tokyo Olympic games, and
pointed to the role of his first Vice-President Hussein Al-
Musallam in holding the event in Kuwait as part of FINA’s
effort to spread the game around the world.

In the meantime, Deputy Director General of PAS Dr
Saqer Al-Mulla said the authority’s support to host this
major world event comes out of its vision to have Kuwait

host major world events, as human resources and world-
class facilities are available ensuring the success of any
major sports event.

Mulla said PAS aims to build a generation of adminis-
trative and technical manpower that is able to organize
major sports gatherings, and lauded the efforts of Kuwait
Swimming Federations in preparing for the event. He said
PAS cooperates with all federations and clubs to support
the development of Kuwait sport to be able to achieve
good results and have Kuwait in a prominent place on the
world map.

First Vice-President of FINA Hussein Al-Musallam said
the gain from countries hosting championships is in creat-
ing a youth generation that is able to organize and manage
in the sports field.

He said FINA provided a large number of referees and

technicians to run the matches as there will be eight to ten
matches a day. He also commended Kuwaiti volunteers
who worked hard to get things ready for this major events.

Meanwhile, FINA Executive Director Cornel
Marcolescu said the federation is satisfied with technical
and organizational preparations of the championship and
expected competition to be strong in the presence of the
best world teams.

Zain’s Chief of Public Relations and Communications
Waleed Al-Khashti said Zain’s sponsorship comes out of
its belief in the vital role of the private sector in developing
youth and sports sectors out of social responsibility. He
said the company will facilitate the 5G technology for the
workers at the championship. Host country Kuwait plays in
the same group with the United States, Italy, Iran and
Montenegro. 

Kuwait ready to host world junior water polo tourney

KUWAIT: Officials speak in a press conference ahead of the 20th FINA World Men’s Junior Water Polo
Championship in Kuwait.

CLEVELAND: Odell Beckham #13 of the Cleveland
Browns looks for yards after a first half catch while
playing the Cincinnati Bengals at FirstEnergy Stadium
on December 08, 2019 in Cleveland, Ohio. — AFP


