
LOS ANGELES: Anthony Davis scored 50 points to
power the Los Angeles Lakers to a 142-125 victory
over the Minnesota Timberwolves on Sunday that
gave the Western Conference leaders the best record
in the NBA.

Davis unleashed his aggression to notch the fourth
50-point game of his career and his first with the
Lakers. He connecting on 20 of 29 shots from the
field — with 16 baskets in the paint and not a single
three-pointer. “One for the ages,” Lakers coach Frank
Vogel said.

“The first thing that stands out to me was he had
four steals, a block and great defense for all 39 min-
utes he was out there,” Vogel said. “To be able to
perform on that end of the floor and anchor us and
still go for 50 in what I feel is an old-school, smash-
mouth way of getting 50. No threes, right? Twenty of
29, living at the free throw line, post-ups, offensive
rebounds, crashes, all those types of things ... just an
old-school performance.”

Davis, a perfect 10 of 10 from the free-throw line,
also pulled down seven rebounds and handed out six
assists. “I just came out aggressive, playing hard,”

said Davis, who laid in a floater with 4:39 left to play
to reach 50 points for the night. “My teammates did a
good job of finding me.”

LeBron James added 32 points with 13 assists
despite finding himself in foul trouble with four in the
first half. Alex Caruso chipped in 16 points as the
Lakers improved to 21-3.

Eight Minnesota players scored in double figures.
Karl-Anthony Towns and Andrew Wiggins scored 19
apiece and the Timberwolves led by five late in the
second quarter. Ultimately, however, they had no
answer for Davis.

HEAT FIND A HERRO 
In Miami, rookie Tyler Herro scored 27 points and

made a go-ahead three-pointer with 38.2 seconds left
in overtime to lift the Heat to a 110-105 victory over
the Chicago Bulls. Herro’s heroics included a three-
pointer with 7.1 seconds left in regulation, which end-
ed with the score tied at 97-97.

He made three more from beyond the arc in the
extra session — including one to tie the game and
one to give the Heat the lead for good as Miami

improved to 10-0 at home this season and 17-6 over-
all. “My teammates trusted me with the ball,” the 19-
year-old reserve guard said. “Every time I get a shot,
I have confidence.”

In Dallas, Luka Doncic scored 27 points with seven
rebounds and eight assists for his 19th straight game
of at least 20 points, five rebounds and five assists. He
passed NBA icon Michael Jordan for the most such
games in a row since the NBA/ABA merger in the
1970s, but it wasn’t enough to deliver a victory for
the Mavs, who fell 110-106 to the Sacramento Kings.

Doncic missed a potential game-tying basket with
7.7 seconds remaining as Sacramento thwarted a late
Mavericks rally. Nemanja Bjelica, who led the Kings
with 30 points, closed out the scoring with a layup
after Richaun Holmes grabbed the rebound of
Doncic’s miss. Buddy Hield added 26 points for the
Kings, former Maverick Harrison Barnes had 13 and

Holmes chipped in 12.

CLIPPERS BOUNCE BACK
The Los Angeles Clippers bounced back from an

embarrassing 28-point loss to the Milwaukee Bucks
on Friday with a 135-119 victory over the Wizards in
Washington. Kawhi Leonard scored 34 points and
pulled down 11 rebounds for the Clippers as they
improved to 1-1 in their six-game road trip.

“We just wanted to come in and execute,” Leonard
said. “Last game, we played very sluggish on the
offensive end. “It’s really not about missing shots or
making shots, it’s about getting into our offense and
executing and making the right play.” Paul George
added 27 points as five Clippers players scored in
double figures. Montrezl Harrell added nine of his 20
in the fourth quarter to help Los Angeles put away
the determined Wizards. — AFP
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Davis scores 50 to propel
Lakers over Timberwolves 

LOS ANGELES: LeBron James #23 of the Los Angeles Lakers high fives teammate, Anthony Davis #3 during the game
against the Minnesota Timberwolves on December 8, 2019 at STAPLES Center in Los Angeles, California. —AFP

Doncic passes Jordan with most games of at least 20 points, five rebounds, five assists

NBA results/standings

                            Eastern Conference
                            W          L            PCT       GB
Milwaukee            20          3             0.870      —
Boston                   16           5             0.762      3
Miami                    17           6             0.739      3
Philadelphia          17           7             0.708      3.5
Toronto                 15           7             0.682      4.5
Indiana                  15           8             0.652      5
Brooklyn               13           10           0.565      7
Orlando                 11            11            0.500     8.5
Detroit                  9             14            0.391       11
Charlotte               9             16            0.360      12
Chicago                8             16            0.333       12.5
Washington          7            15            0.318       12.5
Atlanta                  6            17            0.261       14
Cleveland              5             17            0.227       14.5
New York             4             19            0.174       16

                            Western Conference
                            W          L            PCT       GB
LA Lakers             21           3             0.875      —
LA Clippers          17           7             0.708      4
Dallas                    16          7             0.696      4.5
Houston                 15           7             0.682      5
Denver                  14           7             0.667      5.5
Utah                      13           10           0.565      7.5
Oklahoma City     10           12            0.455      10
Phoenix                 10           12            0.455      10
Minnesota             10           12            0.455      10
Sacramento          9             13            0.409      11
San Antonio          9             14            0.391       11.5
Portland                9             15            0.375      12
Memphis               6            16            0.273      14
New Orleans        6            17            0.261       14.5
Golden State        5             19            0.208      16

LA Lakers 142, Minnesota 125; Miami 110, Chicago 105 (OT); Philadelphia 110, Toronto 104; Washington 119, LA Clippers 135; Portland 96,
Oklahoma City 108; Dallas 106, Sacramento 110; Charlotte 107, Atlanta 122; Brooklyn 105, Denver 102.

African players in
Europe: Salah, Keita
drive Liverpool
towards title
PARIS: Liverpool’s confident march towards a first
English title since 1990 continued with Mo Salah and
Naby Keita both on target in the 3-0 win at
Bournemouth. 

Algerian defender Ramy Bensebaini, meanwhile, took
the plaudits during Borussia Moenchengladbach’s win
over Bayern Munich which kept them top of the
Bundesliga. 

And there were other eye-catching contributions from
some of the many Africans playing in Europe’s top
leagues over the weekend.

England
Mohamed Salah (Liverpool)

The Egypt forward was in typically deadly form as
Liverpool consolidated their eight-point lead at the top of
the Premier League with a 3-0 win at Bournemouth on
Saturday. With Jurgen Klopp’s side already leading by
two goals, Salah — who had provided an assist for Naby
Keita earlier in the match — wrapped up the points in the
54th minute when he ran onto Keita’s pass and slotted
home. It was Salah’s 63rd goal in his 100th Premier
League appearance and only Alan Shearer (79), Ruud van
Nistelrooy (68) and Sergio Aguero (64) scored more in
their first 100 games in the competition. Salah has now
scored more Premier League goals against Bournemouth
(seven) than any other opponent.

Naby Keita (Liverpool)
The Guinea midfielder also impressed to help title-

chasing Liverpool cruise to victory over Bournemouth.
After Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain put Liverpool ahead, it
was Keita who made it 2-0 in the 44th minute as he slot-
ted home after Salah set him up with a clever backheel.
Keita turned provider for Salah after half-time as
Liverpool extended their club record unbeaten run to 33
league games. They have won 15 of 16 Premier League
matches this season.

Kelechi Iheanacho (Leicester)
The Nigeria forward maintained his recent resurgence

with an influential display in Leicester’s record-breaking
4-1 win against Aston Villa on Sunday. Iheanacho scored
a last-minute winner against Everton last weekend in his
first league appearance of the season and he was back in
goal-scoring form at Villa Park. Having already set up
Jamie Vardy’s opening goal, Iheanacho made a well-timed
run to meet James Maddison’s cross and finish from close
range. That doubled Leicester’s lead and made it four
goals in four appearances in all competitions for
Iheanacho this term. 

Germany
Ramy Bensebaini (Borussia Moenchengladbach)
The Algerian defender, who joined Gladbach from

Rennes in August, scored both goals in a 2-1 win over
Bayern Munich which ensured Borussia remained top of
the table. After converting a corner with a perfectly
placed header in the 60th minute to make the score 1-1,
Bensebaini converted a penalty deep into second-half

injury time to give Gladbach the three points. Bensebaini
was cool and calm from the spot — perhaps because he
had forgotten that during the week he was nominated as
the side’s principal penalty taker and needed to be
reminded by a teammate.

Achraf Hakimi (Borussia Dortmund)
Hakimi was at his very best in Dortmund’s 5-0

destruction of Fortuna Duesseldorf, providing an assist
for one of Jadon Sancho’s two goals and proving a con-
stant danger on the edge of the box. Hakimi’s pace and
vision are among the best in the Bundesliga and
Dortmund will sorely miss him should he return to Real
Madrid at season’s end as expected.

Streli Mamba (Paderborn)
Mamba’s superb assist set up Sven Michel’s 90th-

minute winner away at Werder Bremen, with the German-
born, Congo-eligible forward showing deft footwork to
put the goal on a platter. It’s been an incredible few
weeks for the Paderborn forward, who has struck a rich
vein of form in helping his side accrue valuable points in
the battle to avoid relegation. 

France
Victor Osimhen (Lille)

Victor Osimhen’s reputation as a goalscorer continues
to rise after the 20-year-old Nigerian scored the only
goal in Lille’s 1-0 victory over Brest on Friday. It was
Osimhen’s ninth of the season, all of them coming at home.
After having one acrobatic effort well saved in the 12th
minute by Brest keeper Gautier Larsonneur, Osimhen
broke the deadlock four minutes later, latching on to
Jonathan Ikone’s pass. It was a third successive win for
Lille who are now up to third in Ligue 1 and in good form
heading into their Champions League tie against Chelsea
on Tuesday. — AFP

‘Explosive’ Martinez
fuels Inter’s 
ambitions at home
and abroad
MILAN: Lautaro Martinez has had an explosive
start to the season, powering Inter Milan’s league
title ambitions and European hopes under new coach
Antonio Conte. The 22-year-old — known as ‘El
Toro’ (The Bull) — joined the 18-time Serie A cham-
pions last season from Racing Club, scoring nine
goals as Inter finished fourth in Serie A under former
coach Luciano Spalletti. 

The Argentina international has flourished this
campaign under former Italy and Juventus manager
Conte, with 13 goals in 20 appearances that have
made him a fan favourite after fellow Argentine
Mauro Icardi’s loan move to Paris Saint-Germain.

Inter are two points ahead of fierce rivals
Juventus as they look to prevent the Turin giants
from winning a ninth consecutive tit le. “The
Nerazzurri (Inter) striker is having an incredible
season, he is a great player,” said Juve coach
Maurizio Sarri. 

Inter host already-qualified Barcelona in the San
Siro today knowing a win will seal their ticket to the
last 16 of the Champions League. It was a brace
from Martinez and a Romelu Lukaku goal that kept
Inter in the Group F chase with a 3-1 win at Slavia
Prague last time out.

Barca have shown an interest in signing the in-
form Inter striker, who along with former
Manchester United forward Lukaku have scored 24
of the team’s 40 goals this season. Six-time Ballon
d’Or winner Lionel Messi has already played with
the striker, whose style of play resembles Messi’s
Barca teammate Luis Suarez, in the Copa America

with Argentina.
Martinez has scored nine goals for Argentina in 13

appearances, including a hat-trick against Mexico in
September. “We were not surprised by his explo-
sion,” said Inter vice-president Javier Zanetti. “When
we chose him we were convinced that he could
demonstrate the value he is now showing.”

‘Big dream’
Martinez opted for Inter ahead of Atletico

Madrid, Real Madrid and Valencia, with the club’s
former Argentine stars Zanetti and Diego Milito
acting as intermediaries. His contract is reported to
be worth 1.5 million euros ($1.65 million) a season
until the end of 2023, with a 111 million-euro release
clause, but Martinez insists: “Inter is my home.”

“My big dream is to win a championship with
Inter,” continued the player from Bahia Blanca,
whose father was also a professional footballer.
Three-time European champions Inter have not
won the league since 2010, the year they won a his-
toric treble under Jose Mourinho.

Former Argentina and Inter Milan midfielder
Juan Sebastian Veron believes Martinez chose the
best place to learn his trade. “The Italian league, for
a football player, is the university of football,”
Veron, who won a Serie A title with Inter in 2006,
told Gazzetta Dello Sport. “If Lautaro is so good
right now, it’s largely down to Conte. The coach is
always fundamental in the growth of a talent. Conte
has given him confidence, made him feel important.
You don’t express yourself so confidently in a sta-
dium like the San Siro if you don’t have support
behind you.”

But Conte, who coached Juventus to three Serie A
titles and Chelsea to the Premier League trophy,
does not want to single out any one player. “When
we talk too much about a single player or two I nev-
er like it,” said the 50-year-old. “Of course we have
Lautaro and young lads who are growing. But I
would like to talk about the whole team because get-
ting hung up on just one is a lack of respect for all
the others.” — AFP

MILAN: Inter Milan’s Argentinian forward Lautaro Martinez chest controls the ball during the Italian Serie
A football match Inter Milan vs AS Rome on December 6, 2019 at the San Siro stadium in Milan. —AFP

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed
Salah attends a training session at Melwood in Liverpool,
north west England yesterday. — AFP


