
‘Star Trek’ actor 

Rene Auberjonois
dead at age 79

Actor Rene Auberjonois, known for his television
roles on “Star Trek: Deep Space Nine” and the
US sitcom “Benson,” died Sunday in Los

Angeles after a battle with cancer. He was 79.  “We
are heartbroken to confirm that Rene passed away
today,” a statement on the actor’s website said. In his
official biography, the cause given was metastatic
lung cancer.

Auberjonois earned legions of fans for his role as
Odo, the shape-shifting head of security on “Star
Trek: Deep Space Nine,” one of the many spinoff
series spawned by the legendary science fiction show.
He became a fan favorite at “Star Trek” conventions
for years, donating the proceeds from autographed
items to charities, such as Doctors Without Borders.
“I have had my share of successes and my share of
flops. But nothing has ever been like this. ‘Deep Space
Nine’ is completely beyond anything that I have ever
experienced,” the actor once said.

But he also was known for his portrayal in the
1980s of Clayton Endicott III, the chief of staff to a
governor on the long-running sitcom “Benson.” Other
career highlights include his appearance in Robert
Altman’s 1970 film “MASH” as Father Mulcahy; a role
on the quirky TV drama “Boston Legal”; and a host of
voice roles in animated fare, including his perform-
ance as Chef Louis in Disney’s “The Little Mermaid.”
Auberjonois, the son of a writer, grew up in Paris and
New York, where his family lived in an artists’ colony.

After university, he broke into showbiz on the
stage, and earned a Tony award for his first Broadway
musical, “Coco” - about the life of French fashion
designer Coco Chanel - opposite Katharine Hepburn
in the title role. “Star Trek” star William Shatner - who
worked with Auberjonois on “Boston Legal” - led
tributes on Twitter, remembering his “wonderful
friendship” with the actor, and fellow series regular
George Takei called it a “terrible loss.” “When I look
out to the stars, I shall think of you, friend,” Takei
wrote. Auberjonois is survived by his wife Judith and
two children, Tessa and Remy-Luc. — AFP 
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Actor Rene Auberjonois, who played the character Odo
on the television series ‘Star Trek: Deep Space Nine,’
appears at the Star Trek convention at the Las Vegas
Hilton in this file photo. Rene Auberjonois, the actor
best known for his roles in ‘Star Trek: Deep Space
Nine’ died on Sunday at his home in Los Angeles of
metastatic lung cancer. — AFP 

In this file photo, Juice Wrld performs onstage during the
2019 iHeartRadio Music Festival and Daytime Stage at the
Las Vegas Festival Grounds in Las Vegas, Nevada. Chicago-
born rapper Juice WRLD, one of a wave of young artists who
made a name on streaming platforms before breaking out in
the mainstream, died on Sunday at the age of 21. — AFP 

In this file photo taken, Caroll Spinney ‘Oscar and Big Bird’ attends SiriusXM’s Town Hall with original cast
members from Sesame Street in New York City. Caroll Spinney, the big-hearted Muppeteer who play the
Sesame Street character Big Bird for almost a half-century, died on December 8, 2019, Sesame Workshop
announced. He was 85. — AFP photos

Caroll Spinney and The Muppets attend The 2017 Sesame Workshop Dinner at
Cipriani 42nd Street in New York City. 

In this file photo, Sesame Street’s Big Bird and Puppeteer
Caroll Spinney lights the Empire State Building in New
York City. 

Puppeteer Caroll Spinney, who brought
Big Bird and Oscar the Grouch to life on
the iconic children’s television show

“Sesame Street” for half a century, died on
Sunday at the age of 85. Spinney died at
home in Connecticut after living for some time
with the movement disorder dystonia, which
causes uncontrollable muscle contractions,
according to a statement from Sesame
Workshop, the nonprofit organization that
produces the show.

The actor retired from the show last year,
having hand-picked successors to play both
Big Bird and Oscar-two very different charac-
ters he helped create, delighting millions of
children. Those characters-one a towering
yellow bird, the other a grumpy, green mon-
ster in a trash can-existed in what many con-
sidered a magical world created by puppet

master Jim Henson and including pals Bert
and Ernie, the lovable Cookie Monster and
the goofy Kermit the Frog.

Spinney once told The New York Times he
had modeled Oscar the Grouch on a cross
between a “magnificently rude” restaurant
waiter and a ranting New York cab driver. In
1973, a year after then US president Richard
Nixon made his dramatic trip to China,
Spinney flew to Beijing for a performance
dressed as Big Bird-he said he only paid half-
price for the plane ticket because the charac-
ter “was only six years old.” When Henson
died in 1990, Big Bird sang Kermit’s sweetly
melancholy tune “It’s Not Easy Being Green”
at a memorial service.

“Caroll was an artistic genius whose kind
and loving view of the world helped shape and
define Sesame Street from its earliest days in

1969 through five decades,” Sesame
Workshop said in a statement. “His enormous
talent and outsized heart were perfectly suited
to playing the larger-than-life yellow bird who
brought joy to generations of children and
countless fans of all ages around the world,
and his lovably cantankerous grouch gave us
all permission to be cranky once in a while.”

‘Infectious love and joy’ 
Poignantly, Spinney’s death came as the

show marked its 50th birthday, and as it is
lauded with one of America’s top cultural
awards-the Kennedy Center Honors-at a gala
Sunday in Washington. “We are really grateful
that we are all here together tonight, because
he was an inspiration for us all,” Leslie
Carrara Rudolph, who portrays Abby
Cadabby on the show, told AFP on the red

carpet at the Kennedy Center.
Spinney himself won multiple Daytime

Emmys for his work, as well as a Lifetime
Achievement Award. He also earned a
Grammy Award, for best children’s recording.
At the time of his retirement, he was quoted
as saying that his Big Bird alter ego had
“opened my mind and nurtured my soul.” He
hand-picked his successors in the two major
roles-after mentoring them for more than two
decades.

A shy child, Spinney embraced puppetry
and reportedly owned 70 puppets by the age
of 12. He met Henson at a puppeteers festival
in 1962 and bumped into him again in 1969;
months later, he joined “Sesame Street.”
Spinney’s life was the subject of the 2014 doc-
umentary “I Am Big Bird: The Caroll Spinney
Story.” Big Bird, the instantly recognizable

giant yellow bird with the huge beak, is more
than eight feet (2.5 meters) tall. Spinney, who
was 5 feet 10, had to use his hands and wires
to manipulate the towering puppet, guided by
a TV monitor in the costume.

In 2000, he was named a Living Legend by
the US Library of Congress, and he has a star
on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. Henson’s
family said in a statement that Spinney man-
aged to “perfectly convey the humor and
heart in our father’s creations. Big Bird was
childlike, without being childish. And Oscar
the Grouch reflected universal feelings we all
share, no matter our age.” “That he could do
this work so brilliantly, responsibly and with
such infectious love and joy is his gift to us
all,” the statement said. — AFP 

Chicago-born rapper Juice WRLD, one of a wave of
young artists who earned attention on streaming plat-
forms before breaking out as chart-toppers and social

media celebrities, died Sunday at the age of 21, according to
local authorities. A spokeswoman from the Cook County
Medical Examiner’s Office in Illinois confirmed the death of
the rapper, born Jarad Higgins, at 3:14 am. An autopsy has
been set for today.

Police told AFP that a 21-year-old man had suffered a
medical emergency at Chicago’s Midway International Airport
after getting off a private jet. Celebrity news outlet TMZ
reported that Higgins had suffered a seizure. Juice WRLD’s
breakout single “Lucid Dreams,” rose to number two on the
Billboard Hot 100 in 2018, with his follow-up album “Death
Race for Love” debuting in first place on the Billboard 200
earlier this year.

“Juice made a profound impact on the world in such a
short period of time,” his label Interscope Records said in a
statement. “To lose someone so kind and so close to our
hearts is devastating.” “Lucid Dreams” quickly re-entered the
top 10 on the US iTunes site as news of his death spread. The
rapper was of a generation known as the “SoundCloud rap-
pers”-a subgenre that takes its name from the streaming plat-
form where its artists first find fame.

The crop of rappers in recent years has become a disrup-
tive movement in hip-hop, combining a lo-fi underground
sound with raw, often emotionally laden lyrics leading some to
dub them “emo rappers.” These musicians whose careers are
built on internet stardom often rap about popping drugs,
notably Xanax, an anti-anxiety medication. Along with pre-
scription medication, the subculture’s aesthetic includes face
tattoos and neon-dyed hair. 

‘I have a lot going for me’ 
The SoundCloud scene has launched careers and sales fig-

ures but the lives of its figures are often volatile.
XXXTentacion was murdered in 2018, while Tekashi69, seek-
ing leniency on serious racketeering and weapons charges,
this year was a star government witness at the trial of alleged
former gang associates. And in 2017, the rapper Lil Peep died
at age 21 of what was declared an accidental overdose of fen-
tanyl and Xanax. Speaking to The New York Times in 2018,
Juice WRLD said that he used Xanax heavily as a teenager
but was aiming to curb his drug use. “I have a lot going for me,
I recognize it’s a lot of big things, a lot of big looks. I want to
be there, and you don’t have to overdose to not be there,” he
told the Times. —AFP

Jumeirah Group yesterday
announced their triumph at the
World Travel Awards 2019. With

competition spanning 6 continents,
Jumeirah has been honoured with a
number of accolades including; World’s
Leading Luxury All Suite Hotel, World’s
Leading Hotel Suite, World’s Leading
Desert Resort, and the World’s Leading
Resort Design.

Tipped as the Oscars of the tourism
industry, the multiple wins for Jumeirah
Group highlights the brand’s excellence
in hospitality and successful dedication
to their three key strategic pillars; the
elevation of their dining experiences,
offering service beyond expectations
and providing unmatched and redefined
product, architecture and design.

Burj Al Arab Jumeirah was voted as
the World’s Leading Luxury All Suite
Hotel 2019. An architectural spectacle,
the iconic sail-shaped hotel is reflective
of the Emirate’s past and future, as well
as its endeavour to transition into one of
the most culturally diverse and dynamic
cities in the world. Burj Al Arab Jumeirah
not only challenges the norms of tradi-
tional hotel design but redefines the
meaning of luxury hospitality in both
Dubai and globally, and is renowned for
its exceptional service. This year, the
hotel has elevated its culinary offering
under the leadership of new Chief
Culinary Officer, Michael Ellis, who has
been instrumental in the introduction of
two new Michelin starred chefs to the
hotel. 

Jumeirah Etihad Towers’ Royal
Etihad Suite was voted as the World’s
Leading Hotel Suite 2019.
Encompassing the entirety of the 60th
floor, complete with sitting rooms, din-
ing facilities, bedrooms and butler facili-
ties, the suite exists in harmony with the
ocean, providing calming and neutral
hues to create an aura of understated
elegance. With 980 sqm of craftsman-

ship and a 360 degree view of the capi-
tal, the suite is an abode of tranquillity
and privacy with meticulous care and
attention catering to every need.

Jumeirah Al Wathba Desert Resort
and Spa was voted as the World’s
Leading Desert Resort 2019. The
recently opened Jumeirah Al Wathba is
set in the mesmerizing desert landscape
of Abu Dhabi and promises a remote
escape complete with spaciously
designed rooms and villas that feature
timeless local details, traditional artwork
and Arabesque accessories. The resort
ensures guests have an immersive cul-
tural experience; all while being sur-
rounded by breath-taking views of the
desert landscape.

Jumeirah at Saadiyat Island Resort
was voted as the World’s Leading
Resort Design 2019. Jumeirah Group’s
first luxury ‘eco-conscious’ beachfront
resort, Jumeirah at Saadiyat Island over-
looks 400 metres of beautiful white
sand, offering breath-taking scenery
and undisturbed wildlife. The hotel’s
approach to design reflects its dedica-
tion to sustainability and is influenced
by its natural surroundings. The use of
colours, fabrics and textures create an
earthy yet luxurious feel, while there is
an ocean-inspired, 13-foot high glass-
blown chandelier hanging in the lobby,
reflecting the seven different colours of
the Arabian Gulf.

Grosvenor House Suites by Jumeirah
Living was voted as the World’s
Leading Hotel Residences 2019.
Combining the refined services of a lux-
ury hotel with the privacy, comfort and
generous living space of a contempo-
rary Mayfair residence, Grosvenor
House Suites by Jumeirah Living offers
a unique experience for both short and
extended stays. This home away from
home offers guests the added luxury of
a highly specialised 24-hour concierge,
as well as a 24-hour in-residence dining
and daily maid service to really com-
plete the ultimate service experience.

Jose Silva, Chief Executive Officer
for Jumeirah Group commented, “We
are delighted with the success of our

properties at the World Travel Awards.
Winning these five accolades is a
reflection of our on-going commitment
to market excellence and the world-
class guest experiences that we offer.”
The World Travel Awards are voted for
by travel and tourism professionals
worldwide. Established in 1993, the
awards are recognised as a world-class
hallmark of quality. Each year a series of
gala ceremonies are staged to acknowl-
edge, reward and celebrate excellence
in the tourism industry.


