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Around 100 students from the Australian College
of Kuwait (ACK) took part in a recent Huawei
ICT Skills Competition which makes around

50% of the participants nationwide. From all partici-
pants, 33 were qualified to the national ICT competi-
tion of Huawei from all over Kuwait, 16 of which were
from ACK. 

As a final result, out of five top scorers, ACK stu-
dents and fresh graduates, Eng Mariam AlQallaf, Afsah
Abdullah and Emad Kebeish won respectively the first,
fourth and fifth places in the national competition that
was organized in Huawei premises. The 1st place win-
ner, Eng Mariam Al Qallaf, a recent graduate from the
Electrical Engineering Department at ACK, is traveling
to China to compete internationally with the national
winners from universities from all around the world.

The Dean of the School of Engineering Dr
Mohammed Abdul Niby, acknowledged this great
achievement by ACK students and graduates and
thanked them, their supervisors and all involved mem-
bers for their dedication and efforts which led to this
great success. He also emphasized on the role of the
School of Engineering at ACK towards equipping its
students with long life learning competencies and skills
that are nowadays required for their continuous growth

and which will certainly positively serve the beloved
Kuwait.

Manager of ACK Alumni and Career Placement
Center Dr  Zeina Nehme, noted that this outstanding
result reflects the dedication of our students and fresh
graduates to this opportunity. Dr Nehme added: “This
was a great platform for our students and fresh gradu-
ates to be a part of such an important learning experi-
ence and we thank Huawei for their continuous efforts
in developing our youth.”

Speaking on behalf of Huawei Technologies Kuwait
Co WLL, the Public Relations Director Sky Gaojun
stated that: “Turn out for the ICT Skill Competition was
a great success and it was an honor to provide this
opportunity for local students. As the global digitaliza-
tion booming and talent development is the key for
government strategy, Huawei is working on ICT talent
development ecosystem, which includes ICT skill com-
petition, Huawei engineer certificate and Huawei ICT
academy. 

There are more 900 Huawei academies in the world
and around 100 certificate exams to provide clear ICT
career development paths. We hope we will support
more local ICT talents to Kuwait in coming years”. Mr.
Sky Gaojun also added that “Collaborating with ACK

and its students was a pleasure.  Both faculty and stu-
dents were extremely keen and helpful to the Huawei
team. ACK students showed commendable focus and

determination, which is what we hoped for in the com-
petition. We are definitely looking forward to future
collaborations with the College.”

ACK students shine in Huawei 
ICT skill competition

The International Women’s Group
(IWG) celebrated Christmas and
New Year with a gala dinner at

the Crowne Plaza Hotel on Sunday, 8
December, 2019, in the presence of the
wives of ambassadors accredited to the
State of Kuwait, IWG’s members and a
selection of prominent women within
the Kuwaiti society and international
community

The ballroom was beautifully decorat-
ed in a Christmas and New Year theme,
with the walls adorned with sparkling
lights, and a shimmering tree that was
radiant on the occasion. Red roses repre-
senting the celebration of the holidays
were present throughout the hall, which
added to the joyful atmosphere.

Anita de Vogel, the IWG president
opened with a welcome speech and
greeted all the members and guests of
this very special evening, and wishing all
attendees a New Year filled with happi-
ness and good fortune. Sheikha Hanouf
Al-Sabah, Honorary President of the
Group, delivered a speech welcoming all
members and guests, and offered her

congratulations for the New Year.  She
expressed her hope that the next year will
be a good year and peaceful for the State
of Kuwait and Arab nations. 

The evening was filled with entertain-
ment, activities and competitions that
allowed everyone to experience happi-
ness, and fun. Many gifts were handed out
to all attendees, in addition to a raffle draw
organized for a grand prize. As part of the
festivities, a variety of musical entertain-
ment was organized, with the main high-
lights being the scout’s team performance
of various songs to celebrate the New
Year and a singing session by Shireen
Hattar and Manar Alamat, who performed
songs to celebrate the occasion. 

De Vogel expressed her gratitude to
the management of the Crowne Plaza
Hotel for its cooperation and extraordi-
nary organization involved for the mar-
velous event, which included the decora-
tions for the hall and seating areas, and
the preparation of delicious cuisine spe-
cially prepared for this occasion as well
as other special additions that made up a
fabulous night.

International Women’s Group hosts annual seasonal dinner

Al-Babtain Companies
Group (BCG) said that the
group’s food products

sections would display a number
of their outstanding  products of
interest to all hospitality manu-
facturers in Kuwait at Horeca
Kuwait 2020 exhibition and
stressed its interest in various
events and activities due to be
held on the sidelines of this spe-
cialized exhibition. 

A statement issued by the
group renewed its golden spon-
sorship to Horeca Kuwait 2020
due to be organized by Leaders
Group in collaboration with
Hospitality Services Co at Mishref
International Fairgrounds in the
period of January 20-22, 2020. In
this regard, Al-Babtain’s consumer
goods group CEO Hani Mer’e
stressed that interest in the exhi-
bition stems from the group’s role
as a basic food industries  and
services company since its incep-
tion sixty years earlier in Kuwait. 

“We started as a small compa-
ny dealing in basic consumer
goods then gradually grew into
Abdul Aziz Soud Al-Babtain &
Sons company - one of the
largest regional commercial
groups thanks to plans and
strategies that have proven suc-
cessful over the years”, Mer’e
said, adding that the group also

works in electronics, electric
devices, real estate, education,
entertainment and other fields. 

Mer’e added that - through
some of its subsidiary companies,
Al-Babtan Group is now the sole
distributor of well-known com-
mercial brands from the Middle
East, Europe and US in Kuwait
including Elle & Vire, CORMAN,
Kiri, La Vache Qui Rit, Wexford,
Eurial, MAZOLA, Shoprite,
LAVAZZA Coffee, Perrier, SOHAT,
Holsten, Power Horse, Villa
Germania, Frigomerc Meats,
Glade, Windex, Muscle, Pledge,
Ziploc, Kiwi, Pares and many oth-
ers. Mer’e also stressed that
Horeca Kuwait provides a golden
opportunity to scientifically
exchange expertise that would
match the local market needs and
future expansion plans and that it
has a major economic impact of
the hospitality industry. 

BCG to display outstanding  
products at Horeca Kuwait 

Hani Mer’e 

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank recently concluded its
sponsorship of ‘Greening and Environmental
Awareness Day’ that was held under the patron-
age of Sheikh Fawaz Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, Governor of Ahmadi, at Nawfal Bin Al-
Harith School (Boys) at Al-Riqqa. The social
responsibility initiative also witnessed the partici-
pation of the Ahmadi Educational Zone, Public
Authority of Agriculture Affairs and Fish
Resources and the Environment Public Authority.

Manager-External affairs at Burgan Bank,
Hessa Al-Najadah, said: “By supporting this initia-
tive, Burgan Bank is keen on spreading a culture
of accountability for the environment among the
students and raise their awareness by highlighting
the importance of greening and its vital role in
preserving the environment in Kuwait. It is essen-
tial to protect our natural environment and its
sustainable beauty, by helping cleanse the atmos-

phere of pollution and building a generation of
conscious, educated and ambitious youth who will
follow the popular slogan “Let’s make Kuwait a
green oasis” and lead as an example to others.”

Al-Najadah indicated that Burgan Bank will
continue to participate and support more events
that integrate the importance of environmental
protection through continued practice of green-
ing and tree-planting projects in our country.
Burgan Bank and Al Ahmadi Governorate’s part-
nership continues throughout the year which will
further highlight several initiatives and activities
of interest to the Kuwaiti community.

The Director of the Technical Office Department
from the Ahmadi Governorate, Mr. Ibrahim Al-Fodari
commented that the event falls under the umbrella of
the long-term development plan “My Governorate is
the Most Beautiful” that was launched by Ahmadi
Governor, Sheikh Fawaz Al-Khaled in early 2015. It

includes five environmental projects of which green-
ing is one of the most crucial. 

‘Greening and Environmental Awareness
day’serves as a beneficial opportunity to engage
in the spirit of deeper cooperation between our
students and inspire them to preserve the sur-
rounding environment while working together
as a team.” The Bank’s support of this initiative
falls under its dynamic full-fledged community
program entitled ‘ENGAGE’ - Together to be
the change. 

This program sheds light on important aspects
affecting every segment of the society by pro-
moting social welfare through educational, cultur-
al and health driven initiatives. Burgan Bank’s
approach to ‘ENGAGE’ begins with a vital princi-
ple that as a leading Kuwaiti financial institution,
its conduct and policies should be aligned with
the needs and interests of the community.

Burgan Bank sponsors ‘Greening, Environmental Awareness Day’


