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News in brief

Turkey deports 11 to France 

PARIS: Turkey has sent 11 French relatives of sus-
pected “terrorist fighters” back home, the Turkish
interior ministry said yesterday, the latest in the
country’s renewed push to deport foreign insurgents.
“Eleven French citizens have been deported to their
home country,” it said in a statement. A judicial
source in France confirmed that four women and their
seven children had arrived in France early yesterday.
Two of the women returned were already targeted by
arrest warrants and will soon face a judge, while the
other two were sought by police and have been
placed in custody, the French source said. Another
source close to the case said the women had escaped
from a camp controlled by Kurdish forces in Syria
before being captured by Turkish police. — AFP 

Anti-apartheid activist dies 

JOHANNESBURG: South African anti-apartheid
activist and outspoken African National Congress
(ANC) veteran Professor Ben Turok died in the early
hours of yesterday, his son said. Ben Turok, 92, died
on the morning of Dec 9 according to a statement by
his son Ivan Turok, without giving further details
about his death. “He was always outspoken and dedi-
cated - his whole life to fighting for freedom, equality
and social justice in South Africa,” Ivan said in the
statement. “He was a loyal, lifetime member of the
ANC, but retained an independent perspective
throughout. His wisdom and counsel will be sorely
missed.” Turok was a key member of the delegation
that drew up the Freedom Charter in 1955 and also
served time in jail during apartheid for treason.
Tributes poured in from all sectors of society on
social media. — AFP 

Over 9m facing food shortages 

PARIS: The number of people requiring urgent food
aid in 16 countries across Africa’s Sahel region more
than doubled this year to some 9.4 million amid an
increase in violence and insecurity, officials and
experts said yesterday. Three countries - Nigeria,
Niger and Burkina Faso - are facing crisis conditions,
at phase three of five on the scale used by the Food
Crisis Prevention Network, which includes govern-
ment and United Nations representatives as well as
NGOs. Some 9.4 million people are estimated to be in
immediate need of assistance in Oct-Dec 2019 in the
16 countries analyzed (excluding Liberia), including 4
million in Nigeria, 1.5 million in Niger and 1.2 million
in Burkina Faso. “By June-August 2020, 14.4 million
people are projected to be in a crisis situation or
worse, including 1.2 million in an emergency situation
(phase 4),” the network said in a statement issued
during its annual meeting in Paris. — AFP 

Jordan jails man over plot 

AMMAN: A Jordanian court yesterday sentenced a
man to eight years in prison for allegedly plotting to
attack the Israeli embassy in Amman last year. The
state security court ruled that Khaled Abu Raya
“threatened to carry out terrorist acts”. According to
the charge sheet the 33-year-old Jordanian planned
“to open fire on the embassy and its employees in a
bid to kill a large number of Israelis”. The plot was
alleged to be in response to the transfer of the US
embassy from Tel Aviv to the disputed city of
Jerusalem in May 2018. It was also motivated by
Israel’s blockade of the impoverished Gaza Strip,
which has been rocked by anti-Israeli protests since
March last year. The same court also sentenced
another Jordanian, Munir Ibrahim, to three years in
jail on Monday for allegedly planning to infiltrate
Israel and attack soldiers in the Jewish state. — AFP  

BAGHDAD: Iraqis turned out yesterday to mourn a promi-
nent activist gunned down the previous evening, the latest
violent episode in anti-government demonstrations in
which more than 450 people have died. That came as
Iraq’s foreign ministry summoned four Western envoys
over their condemnation of a deadly attack against pro-
testers at the weekend. Iraq’s capital and its Shiite-
majority south have been gripped by more than two
months of rallies against corruption, poor public services
and a lack of jobs.

Prominent civil society activist Fahem Al-Tai was
killed in a drive-by shooting in Iraq’s shrine city of
Karbala late Sunday while returning home from protests.
Hundreds joined his funeral procession yesterday, carry-
ing 53-year-old Tai’s coffin through the city’s streets.
“We will not forget our martyrs,” read one sign carried
by tearful protesters.

The country is expected to see widespread protests
today, marking two years since Iraq defeated the Islamic
State group group. Activists have called for massive
marches from other Iraqi cities towards Baghdad, but
paramilitary leaders have warned such protests would be
“ruinous”. “It will bring the most massive chaos yet to
Baghdad,” said Qais Al-Khazali, the head of the prominent
Asaib Ahl al-Haq armed faction, who was recently black-
listed by the US.

Asaib Ahl al-Haq is one of the most powerful groups in
Iraq’s Hashed al-Shaabi security force, a network of
armed groups integrated into the state. Hashed chief Faleh
Al-Fayyadh over the weekend ordered the factions to stay
away from rallies. 

Ambassadors summoned 
Founded in 2014 to fight IS militants who had seized

swathes of northern Iraq and neighboring Syria, the
Hashed is made up of mostly Shiite factions, many of
which have been backed by Iran. It initially backed the
government over protests but switched sides, although
protesters fear Hashed fighters’ presence at rallies could
derail their anti-regime movement. Demonstrators are

seeking a comeback after an attack on a major Baghdad
protest site left 20 protesters and four police officers
dead, sparking nationwide outrage. 

The British, French and German ambassadors to Iraq
condemned the violence in a meeting with caretaker pre-
mier Adel Abdel Mahdi, who resigned on Dec 1. “No
armed group should be able to operate outside of the
control of the state,” the envoys said in a statement, urg-
ing the government to “urgently investigate”. The envoys
also pressed the government to implement its recent
order that the Hashed “stay away from protest locations”.

In response, Iraq’s foreign ministry yesterday sum-
moned all three ambassadors as well as their Canadian
counterpart, who had similarly condemned the violence.
The ministry said their comments were an “unacceptable
intervention in Iraq’s internal affairs”. A diplomatic
source told AFP the envoys were “not surprised” at hav-
ing been summoned, particularly after the PM had
defended his government in response to their criticism at
the earlier meeting. 

In addition to those killed, dozens of protesters went
missing after the attack on the parking complex and have
yet to resurface, their relatives told AFP. Demonstrators
have for weeks complained of being monitored, threat-
ened and harassed in an intimidation campaign aimed at
blunting their movement.

New rocket attacks 
Since Oct 1, the youth-led rallies have accused the rul-

ing class both of being inept and corrupt and of being
heavily influenced by neighboring Iran. Baghdad has close
ties with both Tehran and Iran’s arch-foe Washington,
which led the 2003 invasion that toppled Iraq’s former
dictator Saddam Hussein. Some 5,200 US troops are still
based across Iraq and are facing a spike in rocket attacks
on their positions.

The latest in the early hours of yesterday saw four
rockets slam into an Iraqi base that hosts a small contin-
gent of US forces next to Baghdad International Airport.
Six Iraqi troops were wounded, according to the military.

Security sources said they belong to the elite Counter-
Terrorism Service, created and trained by US forces. No
American forces were wounded in the recent salvoes.

While there have been no claims of responsibility, US
defense officials have blamed several of the attacks on
Iran-backed factions in Iraq. Tensions between Iran and
the US have soared since last year, when Washington

pulled out of a landmark nuclear agreement with Tehran
and reimposed crippling sanctions. Baghdad, worried
about being caught in the middle of their bitter dispute, is
also struggling with its own domestic political crisis.
President Barham Saleh has until Dec 17 to name a
replacement premier, and political parties are deep in alks
to agree on a consensus candidate. — AFP 

Iraqis rally against government as 
Baghdad summons Western envoys

Prominent civil society activist killed ● Rockets hit complex housing US forces 

160 Palestinian 
cars vandalized 
in hate crime
JERUSALEM: More than 160 cars were
vandalized in a Palestinian neighborhood of
Jerusalem with anti-Arab slogans scrawled
nearby, Israeli police said Monday, in a
suspected hate crime. The cars in the
Shuafaat neighborhood of east Jerusalem
had their tyres slashed, with slogans such
as “Arabs=enemies”, “There is no room in
the country for enemies” and “When Jews
are stabbed we aren’t silent” scrawled in
Hebrew with red paint nearby, photos pub-

lished by Israeli media showed. Police said
their forces “continue to search the area
for the suspects who fled the scene”.

A local official told public broadcaster
Kann that footage revealed the vandalism
took place overnight under the cover of the
rain, and that the perpetrators were reli-
gious Jews. The incident bore the hallmark
of a “price tag” attack, a euphemism for
Jewish nationalist-motivated hate crimes
that generally target Palestinian or Arab
Israeli property in revenge for nationalistic
attacks against Israelis. “Three masked set-
tlers sneaked into the neighborhood early
and damaged the tyres of cars on the main
street,” said Maysa Abu Khdair, a resident
whose car was targeted and whose surveil-
lance cameras caught the scene. “My
daughter went on foot to school in the
rain,” she added. — AFP 

South Yemen peace 
deal stumbles as 
deadline expires 
DUBAI: The Yemeni government and southern separatists
have failed to meet a deadline to establish a power-sharing
government, an ominous sign for hopes of a wider deal to
end years of war. Yemen’s conflict, which has killed tens of
thousands of people and driven millions to the brink of
famine, erupted in 2014 when the government was forced
out of the capital Sanaa by Iran-aligned Houthi rebels,
triggering a Saudi-led military intervention.

In August trouble re-erupted on a separate front, as
southern secessionists seized control of the city of Aden,
the internationally recognized government’s temporary
capital. The UAE - a key part of the Saudi-led coalition
helping fight the Houthis in Yemen’s main conflict arena -
trained and remains close to separatist troops, signalling
rifts within the Gulf powers’ intervention. In a bid to end
the “civil war within a war”, Saudi Arabia brokered a pow-
er-sharing deal with the Southern Transitional Council
(STC) under which the government would return to Aden.

The Riyadh Agreement signed on Nov 5 also stipulated
the creation within 30 days of a new 24-member cabinet
with equal representation for the southerners. Yemen’s
prime minister Maeen Abdulmalik returned to the city last
month but the new cabinet has yet to materialize, along
with other key reforms including integrating secessionists
into a central command structure.

‘Very ambitious’ 
“The timeline of the Riyadh Agreement was always very

ambitious. It is no surprise to see deadlines slip,” Elisabeth
Kendall, Yemen expert and senior research fellow at
Oxford University, told AFP. “The bigger question is: are
the promises simply being delayed, or are they ultimately
not achievable?” The two sides say they are committed to

the Riyadh Agreement but have traded accusations over
who is responsible for the failure to meet the deadline to
form a new government.

STC spokesman Nizar Haitham said on Thursday that
Yemen’s government was “deviating” from the agreement
and mobilising its troops in the south, an accusation the
government denied. However in recent days an STC offi-
cial told AFP that work to implement the Riyadh
Agreement was ongoing and that there has been “signifi-
cant progress” in implementing military and security
arrangements. “Starting next week, we’ll begin steps in
implementing what was agreed on,” this source said in a
written statement without elaborating. According to gov-

ernment spokesman Rajih Badi, the secessionists are the
ones failing to abide by the treaty. He said that government
military movements in the south are in line with the Riyadh
Agreement and in coordination with the Saudi coalition,
which continues to lead the anti-Huthi camp comprised of
both government and secessionist forces.

But although clashes in the south have largely subsided,
the situation on the ground remains fragile, said Kendall.
“This is a classic case of an agreement being easy to sign
but near impossible to implement,” she said. Other parts of
the deal, including placing forces from both sides under
the authority of the defense and interior ministries, have
also not been fulfilled. — AFP

JERUSALEM: A Palestinian woman displays her vehicle’s slashed tyre in the
Palestinian neighborhood of Shuafat, neighboring the Israeli settlement of Ramat
Shlomo, in Israeli annexed east Jerusalem yesterday. — AFP 

KARBALA: Iraqi mourners attend the funeral yesterday of a prominent civil society activist who was shot
dead the previous night while returning home from anti-government protests. — AFP  

ADEN: A Yemeni man walks past a security point in Yemen’s second city yesterday. — AFP 

Iran says ready 
for more US 
prisoner swaps
TEHRAN: Iran said yesterday it was open to
more prisoner swaps with the US while
stressing an exchange at the weekend was
not the result of formal negotiations with its
arch-foe. US President Donald Trump
thanked Iran for what he called a “very fair
negotiation” after an American scholar was
released Saturday in exchange for an Iranian
scientist held in the United States. The
exchange involved Xiyue Wang, a Chinese-
born American held in Iran since 2016, and
Massoud Soleimani, an Iranian scientist
detained in the United States since 2018.

But Iran’s government dismissed the idea
that it was the result of any negotiations
between the two countries, which have not
had diplomatic ties since 1980. “This was
only an exchange and... regarding
exchanges we are ready to act but there
are no negotiations,” spokesman Ali Rabiei
said on state television. “Negotiations or
any kind of talks” can only take place
“within the framework of the 5+1 and after
America has refrained from sanctions and
economic terrorism,” he said.

The P5+1 is the group of countries that
agreed a nuclear deal with Iran in 2015 -
the five veto-wielding permanent members
of the UN Security Council plus Germany.
The nuclear deal has been hanging by a
thread since last year, when Trump unilat-
erally withdrew from the accord and began
reimposing sweeping sanctions on the

Islamic republic. Iran’s government has
long demanded that the US first drops the
sanctions for it to return to negotiations
under the auspices of the P5+1.

‘Ball in US court’ 
Wang, doctoral candidate at Princeton,

was conducting research in Iran when he
was imprisoned in August 2016. He had
been serving 10 years on espionage
charges. Soleimani, a stem cell researcher
at Tehran’s Tarbiat Modares University,
was arrested at a Chicago airport in Oct
2018 for allegedly attempting to ship
growth hormones. The professor returned
to Iran aboard a plane on Saturday with
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif.

“After getting our hostage back this
week, fully ready for comprehensive prison-
er exchange. The ball is in the US’ court,”
Zarif tweeted yesterday. Yesterday, the
Iranian spokesman Rabiei said the prisoner
swap came despite a US rejection of an offer
Tehran made to Washington last year for an
exchange of all detainees. A few months ago,
he said, Iran had received a message from “a
former US official” saying the Americans
were ready to make an exchange.

Rabiei appeared to be referring to for-
mer US congressman Jim Slattery who,
according to the New Yorker magazine,
had approached the Iranians on behalf of
the Wang family’s lawyer. In its report,
the New Yorker said Soleimani was
expected to be deported after pleading
guilty under a deal that Slattery had
worked on with Soleimani’s lawyers. “In a
surprise move, however, the Justice
Department instead dropped all charges
against Soleimani,” before the exchange
went ahead, it said, citing an official from
the US administration. — AFP 


