
Finland picks world’s 
youngest PM to head 
women-led cabinet
HELSINKI: Finland’s new prime minister - the world’s youngest
serving premier - will have a finance minister two years her jun-
ior in a new women-led coalition cabinet, party officials said
yesterday. Sanna Marin, 34 from the dominant Social
Democrats, was nominated on Sunday. Centre Party chief Katri
Kulmuni, 32, will get the finance post when the full new cabinet
is announced today, party members said.

Finland’s government resigned last week after the Centre
Party said it had lost confidence in Social Democrat Prime
Minister Antti Rinne over his handling of a postal strike. The five
parties in power - four of them led by women - decided to stay in
coalition and continue with the same programs, but said there
would be a reshuffle. Marin will take over in the middle of labor
unrest and a wave of strikes which will halt production at some of
Finland’s largest companies from yesterday. The Confederation of
Finnish Industries estimates the strikes will cost the companies a
combined Ä500 million ($550 million) in lost revenue.

Rage against the machine fan
Marin has had a swift rise in Finnish politics since becoming

head of the city council of her industrial hometown of Tampere at

the age of 27. “I myself have never thought about my age or my
gender, but rather about the issues for which I took on politics
and about the reasons for which we were trusted in the elections,
the former transport minister told public broadcaster YLE after
being picked as the prime minister candidate by her party.

Political scientist Jenni Karimaki of Turku University said the
new government reflected what voters had wanted in last April’s
election, with many new young women and men voted into par-
liament. “There are more women in the parliament’s composi-
tion than ever before...Voters and citizens wish to see more
women in top positions, bearing even the heaviest responsibili-
ties the society can offer,” she told Reuters.

Finland was one of the first country in Europe to give
women voting rights back in 1906 and the first country in the
world to vote women to parliament in 1907. Marin will be the
third female to head the government. “For the world it’s inter-
esting that they are young, and that they are all female. For
Finland, this is not a sensation,” said political commentator
Risto Uimonen. Marin, who has spoken about growing up in a
disadvantaged family, is a left-winger within her party and a
strong defender of Finland’s generous welfare state.

A long-time fan of alternative metal band Rage Against The
Machine, she has said she “dreams of free daycare” for all to
add to Finland’s public education, which is already free of
charge from primary school to university. The new government,
consisting of 12 female and 7 male ministers according to media
reports, will be nominated today. The Centre Party’s Kulmuni,
who previously held the more junior position of Minister of
Economic Affairs, replaces Mika Lintila as finance minister. She
took over as the head of the Centre Party from ex-prime minis-

ter Juha Sipila in September.
Green Party leader Maria Ohisalo, 34, will continue as

interior minister, the Left Alliance’s chairwoman Li Andersson,
32, as education minister and the Swedish People’s Party’s
Anna-Maja Henriksson, 55, as justice minister. Rinne will
remain the Social Democrats leader at least until he chairs the
party’s conference in June. Centre Party said it removed Antti
Rinne over his handling of a two-week postal strike which
spread to other industries. “We had to blow the whistle and
calm down the worsening situation. I explain this with the
chance to move ahead on important topics,” Kulmuni said on
social media yesterday. —Reuters
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Saudi training in 
US under scrutiny 
after base attack 
WASHINGTON: Key US lawmakers called Sunday
for a halt to a Saudi military training program after a
shooting rampage at a naval base in Florida in which
a Saudi officer killed three American sailors. US
Defense Secretary Mark Esper said he has ordered a
review of vetting procedures while defending the
training program that brought Mohammed
Alshamrani to Pensacola Naval Air Station.
Alshamrani, a 21-year-old second lieutenant in the
Saudi Royal Air Force, opened fire in a classroom on
Friday, killing the three sailors and wounding eight
other people before being shot dead by police.

Alshamrani, who was armed with a lawfully pur-
chased Glock 9mm handgun, was reported to have
posted a manifesto on Twitter before the shooting
denouncing America as “a nation of evil”. The FBI said
Sunday they were investigating with the “presumption”
it was an act of terrorism, as in most active shooter
probes, but had yet to make a final determination. 

White House National Security Advisor Robert
O’Brien went further, however, saying: “To me, it
appears to be a terrorist attack.” “We’ll have to see
what the FBI investigation shows,” O’Brien added, on
CBS’s “Face the Nation.” The FBI’s main goal, special
agent-in-charge Rachel Rojas told a news conference,
is to confirm whether Alshamrani “acted alone or was
he a part of a larger network.” “We currently assess
there was one gunman who perpetrated this attack
and no arrests have been made in this case,” she said.

US lawmakers, meanwhile, called for the Saudi
training program to be halted pending the investiga-
tion’s outcome. “We need to suspend the Saudi pro-
gram until we find out what happened here,” Senator
Lindsey Graham, an influential Republican, said on
Fox News. In a pre-taped interview that aired on “Fox
News Sunday,” Esper confirmed several Saudis had
been detained, including “one or two” who filmed the
shooting on their cellphones. US media also reported
that Alshamrani had shown mass shooting videos at a
dinner party the night before the attack. Rojas said a
number of Saudi students who were close to
Alshamrani were cooperating with investigators, and
the Saudi government had pledged to “fully cooper-
ate” with the investigation.

Vetting 
The attack has struck a nerve in the United States

with its echoes of the September 11, 2001 attacks, in
which Saudi citizens accounted for 15 of the 19
hijackers that flew airliners into the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon. Saudi Arabia remains one
of the closest US allies in the Middle East, and
President Donald Trump has cultivated Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman.

Sunday evening, deputy press secretary Judd
Deere announced that Trump had spoken with the
crown prince, who “reiterated Saudi Arabia’s com-
mitment to working with the United States to prevent
a horrific attack like the Pensacola shooting from
ever happening again”. Saudi Arabia’s King Salman
had previously denounced the shooting as a “heinous
crime” and said the gunman “does not represent the
Saudi people.” —AFP

GUWAHATI, India: Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti (KMSS) activists take part in a torchlight procession to protest against the government’s Citizenship Amendment Bill yesterday. —AFP

NEW DELHI: India’s parliament saw raucous
scenes yesterday and protests raged in the north-
east of the country as MPs debated legislation
that stands to give citizenship to religious minori-
ties from neighboring countries, but not Muslims.
To Muslim organizations, rights groups and oth-
ers, the bill forms part of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s agenda - which he denies - of marginaliz-
ing India’s 200-million-strong Islamic minority.

The Citizenship Amendment Bill provides
that Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and
Christians fleeing persecution in Muslim-major-
ity Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan can be
granted citizenship. Modi’s government had
tried to bring in the contentious legislation dur-
ing its first term but the bill could not pass the

upper house where the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and its allies lack a majority.

Shashi Tharoor, a member of the opposition
Congress party, told parliament amid angry
exchanges that the bill “infringes upon the prin-
ciple of equality before law” guaranteed to all
persons, including non-citizens. The bill seeks to
amend the Citizenship Act of 1955 which pro-
hibits illegal migrants from applying for Indian
citizenship.

Under Modi, the Islamic-sounding names of
several cities have been changed, while some
school textbooks have been altered to down-
play Muslims’ contributions to India. In August
his administration rescinded the partial autono-
my of Jammu and Kashmir, India’s only Muslim-

majority state, and split it into two. 
Yesterday, 100 scientists and scholars at

institutions in India and abroad published a joint
letter expressing their “dismay” at the legisla-
tion. They said that enshrined in India’s constitu-
tion is the notion of treating all faiths equally.
But Modi’s “proposed bill would mark a radical
break with this history and would be inconsis-
tent with the basic structure of the constitution”.
The letter said such a careful exclusion of
Muslims would “greatly strain” India’s pluralism.

‘Against infiltrators’ 
The government has defended the bill, say-

ing it was only aimed at flushing out infiltrators,
and that Muslims did not face persecution in the

three neighboring countries. “This bill is not
even 0.001 per cent against minorities. It is
against infiltrators,” Home Minister Amit Shah
said in parliament’s lower house. Recently he
has also proposed a “national register of citi-
zens” that would see “each and every infiltrator
identified and expelled” from India by 2024.

The citizenship bill has led to protests in
India’s northeastern states where residents are
unhappy about an influx of Hindus from neigh-
boring Bangladesh. In Guwahati in Assam state
protestors set fire to tyres, while tribal groups
staged protests in Tripura. Yesterday, prominent
political groups opposing the bill called for a
complete shutdown across all the states in the
northeast today. —AFP

Scientists and scholars dismayed over legislation that excludes Muslims

HELSINKI: Sanna Marin of Finland’s Social Democrats is seen after
she was elected to the post of prime minister on Sunday. —AFP

Democrat says 
Trump violated 
oath; Reps attack
impeachment probe
WASHINGTON: The head of a US congressional panel
leading the impeachment inquiry against Donald Trump
yesterday accused the Republican president of putting him-
self before his country and violating his oath of office. In a
statement kicking off a hearing in the US House of
Representatives to weigh the evidence against Trump,
Judiciary Committee Democratic Chairman Jerrold Nadler
said there was extensive proof of wrongdoing.

“The evidence shows that Donald J Trump, the president
of the United States, has put himself before his country. He
has violated his most basic responsibilities to the people. He
has broken his oath,” Nadler said. “I will honor mine.” The
hearing yesterday is a key step before determining charges,
known as articles of impeachment, that the full Democratic-

controlled House is likely to vote on before Christmas.
The heart of the issue is whether Trump abused his

power by pressuring Ukraine to investigate former Vice
President Joe Biden, a polit ical rival seeking the
Democratic nomination to face Trump in the 2020 elec-
tion. Trump denies having done anything wrong and has
called the impeachment probe a hoax. The House Judiciary
panel is expected to vote by the end of the week on
whether to send formal charges to the full House, setting
up an inevitable clash with the White House and its
Republican allies. No current House Republican has come
out in favor of impeaching Trump.

Ahead of the hearing, Republicans placed black-and-
white signs in the committee room to underscore their
argument that Democrats were on a partisan mission to
unseat a president who did nothing to merit impeachment.
One sign quoted House Speaker Nancy Pelosi saying, “We
cannot accept a second term for Donald Trump.” “They’re
desperate to have an impeachment vote on this president,”
Representative Doug Collins, the ranking Republican on the
panel, said during the hearing.

A vote in the House in favor of impeachment would trig-
ger a trial in the Republican-controlled Senate where a
two-thirds vote of those present would be needed to
remove the president from office. A conviction is consid-

ered unlikely. White House adviser Kellyanne Conway said
the White House was not participating in the Judiciary pan-
el’s proceedings because cooperating would be “colluding
with an illegitimate process.”

“We’re not going to do their dirty work,” Conway told
reporters at the White House shortly before the hearing
began. “Maybe in the Senate if it’s a fair trial,” the White
House may participate, she added. It has been 20 years
since Americans last witnessed impeachment proceed-
ings, when Republicans brought charges against
Democratic President Bill Clinton arising from a sexual
relationship he had with a White House intern. He was
acquitted in the Senate.

‘Clear and present danger’
After weeks of investigation into Trump’s request that

Ukraine investigate Biden and his businessman son, Hunter
Biden, the committee is focused on two articles charging
Trump with abuse of power and obstruction of Congress.
Democrats have also accused Trump of abusing his power
by withholding $391 million in security aid to Ukraine - a
vulnerable US ally facing Russian aggression - and holding
back a coveted White House meeting with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy as leverage to pressure
Kiev into investigating the Bidens. —Reuters


