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Social Affairs Ministry owes govt
KD 20 million due to ‘lax control’

Spending on employees’ dues, unlawful social aid increased debt 
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Social Affairs owes the gov-
ernment around KD 20 million, as per the last final
statement, Chairman of the parliament’s budgets and
final statement committee MP Adnan Abdulsamad said
yesterday. Abdulsamad added that the committee dis-
cussed the ministry’s final
statement for the fiscal year
2018-2019 and the remarks
made by the State Audit
Bureau and financial auditors
about it. “The committee dis-
cussed the ministry’s lax
control over spending on
employees’ dues and social
aid that is sometimes unlaw-
fully given, which increased
the ministry’s debts to
around KD 20 million -
which has repeated for several years,” he underlined.

Abdulsamad noted that the committee stressed the
need to find a clear mechanism to prevent the recurrence
of such remarks and automate various aid payments. In
addition, Abdulsamad said the committee discussed the
ministry’s lack of spending on construction projects and
insufficient knowledge of contracting measures and pro-
cedures, as reported by the State Audit Bureau. “The
committee has been recommending resolving administra-
tive problems hindering executing the ministry’s projects

in the previous three reports,” Abdulsamad reiterated,
urging the ministry to accelerate its execution of projects
as planned and avoid wasting fortunes on urgent mainte-
nance of dilapidated buildings and their rent. 

Private schools
Meanwhile, a number of parliamentarians plan to file

a request to allocate two
hours of a parliamentary ses-
sion to discuss the situation
in private schools in Kuwait,
with the belief that some of
them have turned education
into a business at the
expense of students, with the
result of financially overbur-
dening their parents. In this
regard, parliamentary
sources said the request is
ready and will be officially

filed once the new Cabinet is appointed and the new
education minister is named to discuss the issue with
them at the educational affairs committee. “The law-
makers intend to give the new minister a chance to
probe the situation in the ministry prior to discussing
the request in parliament,” the sources said. 

The sources highlighted the current situation has a
negative impact on both Kuwaitis and expats, as some
private schools provokingly use twisted ways to
increase tuition fees, although the Ministry of

Education had set limits to fee hikes. “The services pro-
vided in these schools do not match the fees they col-
lect,” the sources remarked, pointing out that lawmak-
ers had already drafted  a number of recommendations
to discuss during the session. 

Employees’ salaries
In other news, the Public Authority for Manpower’s

official spokesperson Aseel Al-Mezyad announced that
according to administrative directive number 26/2019,
employers will be granted a two-month grace period to
deposit the salaries of employees recruited from
abroad in local banks effective from issuing their work
permits. Mezyad added that the labor inspection
department will ensure and document employers’ pay-
ment of the salaries within the grace period.
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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister
Khaled Al-Jarallah yesterday affirmed that his
country has embarked on a series of important
efforts towards combating terrorism and vio-
lent extremism. This came in Al-Jarallah’s
speech, which was delivered on his behalf by
Assistant Foreign Minister for Development
and International  Cooperation Affairs
Ambassador Nasser Al-Subeeh in the opening
of a workshop, ent i t led ‘The concept of
extremism and its impact on society’. He said
that the concept of extremism is linked to
negative changes and behaviors that violence
groups seek to spread to achieve political
goals and requires to confront this phenome-
non spreading a culture of tolerance and mod-
eration and respect for human rights and posi-
tive dialogues. He stressed that Kuwait has
embarked on a national and international level
a series of important efforts towards combat-
ing terrorism and extremism, as it issued and
is still working on issuing several legislations,
laws, decisions and regulations related to
combating extremism and terrorism.

This project represents a firm affirmation of
Kuwait’s continued enhancement of interna-
tional efforts to urge the international commu-
nity and work to adopt a comprehensive
approach to tackle this  phenomenon, he
added. He stated that the workshop organized
by Kuwait represented by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in cooperation with experts
from the United Kingdom would contribute to
Kuwait’s continued enhancement of its efforts
in the field. This title was chosen for the work-
shop in light of the internationally delicate cir-
cumstances that imposed itself  as a step
towards understanding and addressing this
phenomenon to maintain the pillars of interna-
tional peace and security, he added.

Ambassador Subeeh said that extremism is
no longer associated with a country or reli-
gion, but rather threatens the security of all
countries of the world, stressing that it repre-
sents a negative element in every society and
has a negative impact on families and individ-
uals in the education and work environment.
He pointed out that Kuwait and the UK decid-
ed to hold a workshop to exchange experi-
ences and expertise between the two coun-
tries on the scientific concept of extremism
and the best ways and means to deal with this
phenomenon. — KUNA
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firefighters recovered a dead body float-
ing on the Gulf waters in Sharq yesterday. Firemen
had arrived to the scene in response to an emergency

call, and recovered the body of the man who was
identified as an Asian national in his fifties. Criminal
Evidence Department men were called to transport
the body for an autopsy. An investigation was opened
in the case.

In other news, Kuwait Fire Service Directorate
carried out a fire drill in Kabd area yesterday. The
exercise was supervised by Kabd Fire Station Chief
Lt Col Anwar Al-Mutairi, and ‘Shift A’ Team Leader Lt
Col Abdullah Al-Haddad.

Body found off Sharq beach

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace yesterday Chairman of the State Audit
Bureau Faisal Fahad Al-Shaya, where he delivered a number of reports relat-
ed to some ministries, bodies and government projects. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait has a successful leading
experience in the development field in
Africa Continent, a Kuwaiti diplomat said
on Sunday. Assistant Foreign Minister for
Asia Affairs Ambassador Ali Al-Said made
the statement to reporters on the sidelines
of attending the Africa Day ceremony
organized by the African union. “Kuwait
has enough experience in managing devel-
opment activities in Africa, in addition to
its consultations in several other activi-
ties,” he said.

Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) has a pioneering
expertise in Africa that mirrors the leader-
ship’s interest in maintaining good rela-
tions with the Black Continent, he noted.
Wonderful representation of the African

embassies in Kuwait embodies their coun-
tries’ keenness on developing historical
ties with Kuwait, he pointed out. He lauded
the humanitarian role by Abdulrahman Al-
Semain who founded Direct Aid Society
with the aim of carrying out several devel-
opment and humanitarian activities in
many areas. Meanwhile, Egypt’s
Ambassador to Kuwait Tareq Al-Qoni said
Egypt chairing the African Union in this ses-
sion was keen to take part in the ceremony,
which focused on investment and touristic
opportunities in the African countries. Also,
Senegal Ambassador to Kuwait Ambassador
Abdulahad Mbaki extolled His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah’s stances for peace and social and
economic development. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Ambassador Ali Al-Said cuts the cake during the Africa Day
ceremony. — KUNA

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Municipal Council
approved a proposal submitted by member
Ahmad Al-Enezi to separate restaurant
licenses from that of cafes and ban shishas
in cafes. The council decided that the mid-
year holiday will be from Jan 5 until Jan 23.
The council also discussed the public
cleanliness issue, which remains on the
agenda awaiting a report on the cleaning
level and copy of contracts.

Councilmember Abdelsalam Al-Randi
lauded the role and cooperation of Kuwait

Municipality by presenting cleaning con-
tracts. Randi found it strange that there are
21 violations with a cost of KD 200, while
the fine if one throws a tissue is KD 200 to
KD 300, adding that this is a disturbing
irony in the violations section. He said
there is weak supervision by Kuwait
Municipality over cleaning companies.

Meanwhile, councilmember Humoud Al-
Enezi said 17 cleaning contracts were
reviewed, and commended the way they
were drafted. He called for applying the
GPS system and monitoring cleaning con-
tractors in governorates. 

Council approves shisha ban in cafes

BAGHDAD: Kuwait’s Embassy in Baghdad
urged on Sunday its nationals in Iraq to
leave the country as soon as possible
because of the current incidents. In a
statement to the press, Ambassador Salem
Al-Zamanan appealed to the Kuwaitis in
Iraq to be cautious and keep away from
demonstrations and gatherings. He also
called on the nationals to fol low up
instructions of Iraq’s authorities until they

leave the country, according to the state-
ment. The ambassador also advised
Kuwaitis who are planning to visit Iraq
not to f ly to the country due to the
demonstrations occurring in some Iraqi
cities. On October 4, the Kuwaiti Foreign
Ministry urged its nationals not to visit
Iraq at this time, and asked those in Iraq
to depart the country at the earliest
opportunity. —KUNA

Kuwaitis advised to leave Iraq


