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KUWAIT: Kuwait City during sunset. — Photo by Ahmad Al-Failakawi (KUNA)

Kuwait eager to
promote peace
worldwide 
ABU DHABI: Chairman of Kuwait’s International Islamic
Charity Organization (IICO) and Amiri Diwan advisor
Dr Abdullah Al-Matouq underlined the importance of
tolerance in creating stability in societies. His remarks
came in the opening session of the sixth annual assem-
bly of the Forum for Promoting Peace in Muslim
Societies, held in Abu Dhabi yesterday. The event is

themed “the Role of Religions in Promoting Tolerance:
From Possibility to Necessity,” and is attended by about
1,000 international religious and cultural figures.
Religious tolerance is a big part of Islam, said Matouq,
who is also special advisor for the UN Secretary
General. Tolerance is built on protecting the freedom
and dignity of individuals, despite their religions or
beliefs, he said. Meanwhile, UAE’s Minister of State for
Tolerance Nahyan bin Mubarak Al-Nahyan noted that
fighting extremism is the responsibility of all human
beings. He affirmed the importance of creating dialogue
between people of different cultures and religions to
resolve issues facing the international community. The
three-day meeting will see the honoring of winners of
the Al-Hassan bin Ali Award for international peace,
presented by the forum. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti photographer Omar Al-Sayed Omar
managed to monitor and take rare photos of the pelican,
which is classified among the endangered birds, according
to the World Conservation Organization, to win the admi-
ration of the largest global documentary channels interest-
ed in nature and living organisms. During an interview,
Sayed Omar said that the bird documentary trip started
from Boubyan Island, where it was seen for the first time
there, and then he flew to the bird’s hometown to Kerkini
Lake in Greece. 

The Kuwaiti photographer noted that he visited the
lake several times for a month and waited a long time to
manage taking photos of the rare bird. He stated that the
photos were published on social media, amid great praise
from the National Geographic Foundation, and he was
addressed officially to broadcast his experience in this
regard, which is the first of its kind in the country. He
pointed out that he signed a contract with National
Geographic to display and sell the bird’s images in its per-
manent exhibitions and to print six million copies and dis-
tribute it around the world as well as displaying the photos
in the institution’s magazine and its official website.

The Kuwaiti photographer noted that the documentary
institution focuses on the criterion of the scarcity of the

organism in addition to the
technical and aesthetic stan-
dards of the work done,
stressing his pride in this
achievement and displaying
his work in one of the most
important exhibitions and
international channels. He
said that the pelican bird
reach a length of one meter
and eighty centimeters and
weigh 15 kilograms while its
wing reaches three and a
half meters and more indi-
cating that during the breed-

ing season from December to February the skin sac turns
the male bird’s beak into red and the female beak into dark
orange. Sayed Omar affirmed his continued delivery of
what is documented in Kuwait to the world, noting scien-
tific projects that he is preparing with his team in coopera-
tion with the General Authority for the Environment and
international organizations specialized in scientific
research and rare birds to show the importance of
Kuwait’s strategic location. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Omar Al-Sayed Omar’s picture of rare pelicans, which was selected by National Geographic. — KUNA
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