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Kuwait’s Amir heads to Saudi
Arabia today for 40th GCC summit

Sheikh Sabah meets Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad, Saleh Al-Fadhalah

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
his accompanying delegation are set to
depart today to Saudi Arabia to head the
Kuwaiti delegation participating in the
40th Gulf Cooperation Counties (GCC)
summit to be held in Riyadh.

In other news, His Highness the Amir
received at Bayan Palace yesterday His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. His Highness also
received the Executive Director of the
Illegal Residents Affairs’ Apparatus Saleh
Al-Fadhalah. His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah also received His Highness
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad and
Fadhalah.

Separately, His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah congratulated on Sunday Bahrain’s
King Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa on his
country’s lifting of the 24th Arabian Gulf
Cup, hosted by Qatar. The event achieved
its aspired goals of strengthening the bond
of brotherhood and interaction amongst
the Gulf neighbors, read a congratulatory
cable. His Highness the Amir also hailed the
sportsmanship of the competing sides at
the much-celebrated event, and the high-

level performances demonstrated by the
Bahraini squad, which enabled the side to
win their first-ever title. He went on to wish
the King of Bahrain the best of health, and
his country’s growth and prosperity. His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabah both expressed similar sentiments in
separate cables.

In the meantime, Minister of State for
Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri con-
gratulated Bahrain’s national football team
clinching the title of the 24th Arabian Gulf
Cup in Qatar on Sunday night. “The
Bahraini team have showed an impressive
performance since the beginning of the
championship on November 26 until they
were able to secure this well-deserved vic-
tory,” the minister said. Jabri commended
the performance of the Saudi Arabian team
wishing them good luck in coming champi-
onships. “Since its inception in 1970, the
Arabian Gulf Cup has served as a sports
platform cementing the fraternal relations
among the countries of the Gulf region,” he
said. The minister praised Qatar’s “impres-
sive organization” of the 24th edition of the
championship. —KUNA
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Executive Director of the Illegal Residents
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meets with His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.
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KUWAIT: For the second time in a row,
Saudi Arabia is to host to the 40th Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) Summit
today. This year’s summit will convene
amidst even more - critical and complex
regional circumstances - than before,
with the leaders of the Gulf bloc expect-
ed to table and attempt to thoroughly
look into, as well as genuinely attempt to
safeguard the region’s political, eco-
nomic, security and social domains. The
following is a chronology of the 39th
Gulf summits since the GCC was created
in 1981:

The first and second Gulf summits
were held in Abu Dhabi and Riyadh in
May and November 1981 respectively.
The third summit was held in Manama in
1982, while the fourth and fifth took place
in Doha and Kuwait in 1983 and 1984
respectively. Muscat hosted the sixth
GCC gathering in 1985, followed by the
seventh in Abu Dhabi in 1986 and the
eighth in Riyadh in 1987. In 1988, the
ninth summit was held in Manama, fol-
lowed by the 10th in Muscat in 1989 and
the 11th in Doha in 1990. Kuwait hosted
the 12th Gulf gathering in 1991, while Abu
Dhabi and Riyadh hosted the 13th and
14th meetings in 1992 and 1993. Manama
hosted the 15th Gulf meeting in 1994, and
the following two events took place in
Muscat and Doha in 1995 and 1996.

The 18th version of the annual Gulf
gathering was hosted by Kuwait in 1997,
followed by the 19th in Abu Dhabi in
1998, the 20th in Riyadh in 1999, the 21st
in Manama in 2000, the 22nd in Muscat
in 2001 and the 23rd in Doha in 2002.
The 24th summit was held in Kuwait in
2003, while the 25th version took place
in Manama in 2004 under the title:
“Zayed Summit” to pay tribute to the
late UAE president Sheikh Zayed Bin
Sultan Al-Nahyan due to his major con-
tributions and efforts in serving Gulf,
Arab, Muslim and world causes. Abu
Dhabi played was to the 26th confer-
ence in 2005, which was called: “King
Fahad Summit” in appreciation for the
late Saudi King Fahad Bin Abdulaziz Al-
Saud’s great role in the promotion of
Gulf, Arab, Muslim and international
issues. In 2006, Riyadh hosted the 27th
version entitled: “Sheikh Jaber Summit”
as a token of appreciation and gratitude
to the late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for his great role in
creating the GCC and serving Arab and
Muslim issues, along with the ones of
regional and world peace.

Doha and Muscat hosted the 28th

and 29th Gulf events in 2007 and 2008
respectively. The 30th, 31st, 32nd and
33rd summits were organized in Kuwait
in 2009, Abu Dhabi in 2010, Riyadh in
2011 and Manama in 2012, consecutively.
Kuwait hosted the 34th summit in 2013,
while the 35th took place in Doha in
2014, followed by the 36th version in
Riyadh in 2015 and the 37th in Manama
in 2016. Kuwait’s most recent hosting
was in 2017 for the 38th version of the
annual summit. Last year was Riyadh’s
turn hosting the 39th summit. This year’s
version is convening with signs of
mending the political rift among member
states are in the air, as peoples of the
Gulf are in anticipation for such step, as
well as for their other expectations to be
fulfilled on all levels.

Holding the GCC’s 40th summit is
“clear evidence” of leaders’ keenness on
preserving the bloc’s intactness,
Secretary General Abdulatif Al-Zayani
said yesterday. His remarks, according
to Saudi Press Agency (SPA), came after
being received by Saudi King Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud earlier yesterday,
prior to the summit. The GCC has
proved sturdiness and ability to over-
come hardships and face challenges
throughout time, as well as continue
with collaborative achievements, Zayani
noted. He also extoled the leadership of
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques;
King Salman, as well as his efforts to
always further strengthen the bonds
among Gulf brethren.

On the 40th summit agenda, he said
it is packed with political, economic,
defense-related and legal issues and
items, as well as discussions over recent
regional and international developments.
The common GCC market, the customs’
union, the monetary union, the electrici-
ty grid and authorities of economic,
developmental and judicial affairs are
among the major achievements attained
throughout the Council’s history, Zayani
noted, pointing out that the upcoming
endeavor include the completion and
operation of the Gulf railroad project. He
added that another goal of GCC leaders
is to accomplish total equality among
Gulf citizens in terms of freedom of
movement, work, conducting business
and property-ownership, as well as
enjoying social, educational and health-
care services, which would contribute to
a thriving pan-GCC trade. Pan-GCC
trade volume reached $147 billion in
2018, compared to $6 billion in 2003,
Zayani indicated. — KUNA
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