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UK Ambassador hosts reception in
support of ‘Britain in Kuwait’ expo

(From left) Sheikha Toray, Roger Winfield, British Ambassador Michael
Davenport, Emily Cunha and Ahmed Ismail Behbehani.

(From left) Roger Winfield, Diana Winfield, Emily Cunha, Yamama Abdul
Hadi, James Walsh, Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan, and Ahmed Ismail
Behbehani.

(From left) Nathan Taylor, Namrata Fahim, Ahmed Ismail Behbehani, Abdullah
Bishara, Naila Al-Sadah and Rula Al-Sadah.

KUWAIT: (From left) Walid Al-Osaimi, Adel Muhammad Reda Behbehani, Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan, Abdullah
Bishara, Ambassador Michael Davenport, Eid Al-Rashidi, Ahmed Ismail Behbehani, Abdul Aziz Al-Anjari and
Sulaiman Al-Rifai.

(From left) Jaber Ahmed Behbehani, Kawthar Dashti, Madonna Howick, British Ambassador Michael
Davenport, Jaber Al-Hindal, Namrata Fahim, Ahmed Ismail Behbehani and Dr Youssef Ahmed Behbehani.

KUWAIT: The United Kingdom’s Ambassador to Kuwait
Michael Davenport hosted a networking reception at his
residence on Tuesday, November 26, 2019 in support of
Britain in Kuwait 2019, the 10th British Trade Exhibition in
Kuwait. The exhibition itself was held under the auspices

and in the presence of His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammed Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, in the Diamond Ballroom
in the Sheraton Hotel from 25-27 November 2019.
Ambassador Davenport welcomed over 100 guests to the
reception, representing more than forty companies and

organizations who had taken part in or otherwise support-
ed the exhibition.

Following welcome remarks by the Ambassador, HSBC
bank CEO Roger Winfield spoke to the crowd on the topic
of how digitalization is transforming the modern economy.

Exhibition organizer Emily Cunha spoke on the importance
of trade to all countries, and the special relationship
between Kuwait and Britain, which has been celebrated by
a series of events this year, as the 120th anniversary of the
signing of the Kuwait British Friendship Treaty of 1889. 

KUWAIT: The human rights topic in
general and the rights of foreign
workers in particular occupy a large
part of Kuwait government strate-
gies. Coinciding with the celebration
of the International Human Rights
Day, which falls on December 10
annually, Kuwaiti officials reiterated
yesterday, the continuation of local
efforts to protect human rights, in
the belief in the principles of equali-
ty, non-discrimination and human
dignity that the Kuwaiti legislator
drew from the tolerant Islamic law.

In line with the international reso-
lutions concerned with the field of
human r ights , perhaps the most
prominent of which was the adoption
of the Universal  Declarat ion of
Human Rights issued in 1948, Kuwait
was keen to adhere to the relevant
international treaties and covenants,
believing in the importance of the
international  community joining
forces to achieve international peace
and security, protecting civilians and
dedicat ing human r ights values.
Kuwait has clear human fingerprints
and tangible achievements in this
field by disseminating and promoting
public and private freedoms, which
made it occupy a world-class posi-
tion in addition to its national human
rights achievements, most notably
the creation of the National Human
Rights Bureau as a national require-
ment and international benefit.

On this  occasion, Kuwait i
Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Justice Omar Al-Sharqawi said that
Kuwait believed in the principles of
equality, non-discrimination and
human dignity which the Kuwaiti
legislator drew from the tolerant
Islamic law and out of its keenness
to criminalize all types of trafficking
in persons. Sharqawi, who is vice-
chairman of the permanent national
committee on implementing the
national strategy to prevent traffick-
ing in people and smuggl ing of
migrants, stated that Law No. 91 of
2013 regarding combating trafficking
in persons and smuggl ing of
migrants has been issued. He also
pointed to Kuwait’s keenness to pro-
tect domestic workers and guarantee
their rights through the promulga-
tion of Law No. 68 of 2015 regard-
ing domestic workers and estab-
lished a center for manpower shelter,
which is concerned with receiving

victims of trafficking in persons and
providing medical and food services
in addition to communicating with
their  country’s  embassies. On
regional cooperation in this field, he
noted that a decision was issued to
the Ministers of Justice of the GCC
States in their twenty-eighth meet-
ing to adopt the model rules to com-
bat trafficking in persons.

Meanwhile , Kuwait i  Assistant
Foreign Minister for Human Rights
Affairs Talal Al-Mutairi affirmed that
Kuwait  worked to adopt several
measures on the ground to limit the
exploitation of contracting workers.
Mutairi pointed out that there is a
legislative environment in Kuwait
that is in line with international stan-
dards, pointing to Law No. (91/2013)
concerning combating trafficking in
persons and smuggling of migrants.
He stressed that there are cases that
are currently being considered in
Kuwaiti courts for people who have
been placed under the penalty of
this law, adding that the Kuwaiti
authorities have not and will not tol-
erate such cases, which unfortunate-
ly may harm our record in the field
of human rights.

Kuwait is a unique role model in
deal ing with and responding to
human rights decisions and recom-
mendations issued by the UN special
rapporteurs and the UN Human
Rights Council, said the representa-
tive of UN Secretary-General, the
organization’s resident coordinator
in Kuwait, Dr Tariq Al-Sheikh.

Sheikh aff irmed the UN great
interest in working with Kuwait in
the field of human rights because of
its positive spirit in dealing with any
problems related to those rights.
Kuwait is one of the countries that
was pioneering in terms of its con-
stitution towards working to pre-
serve human rights and dignity and
give the greatest measure of protec-
tion to preserve these rights, he
added. This is evidenced by the UN
naming His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
as the leader of the humanitarian
action, as it came well and deserv-
ingly culminating in the course of his
work and the efforts he made over
many years to raise the status of
Kuwait high.

Sheikh extended his sincere con-
gratulations to Kuwait on the occa-
sion of  the International  Human
Rights Day, appreciating the untiring
efforts of His Highness the Amir to
preserve human dignity in various
regions around the world and the
distinguished role of the Kuwaiti
government that established human
diplomacy in its permanent coopera-
tion with the UN. — KUNA

Kuwait marks
Int’l Human
Rights Day

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: A four-day industries and construc-
tion exhibition opened yesterday at Jumeirah
Messilah Hotel. The inauguration was attended
by Fahd Al-Oun, Assistant Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Electricity and Water and Dr
Salem Al-Abalani, Head of the Cultural
Department at the Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences. The 9th Industries
and Construction Expo kicked off with the par-
ticipation of about 70 construction and furniture
companies, as well as many governmental enti-
ties including the Public Authority for Housing
Affairs, Ministry of Electricity and Water,
Ministry of Public Works and Kuwait Credit
Bank.  The exhibition is open from 10 am to 1:30

pm and 5 pm to 10 pm. Promotional discounts
are available on construction material, decor
and fitting units. Also available are building, fin-
ishing and smart technology material, furniture,
garden design, air-conditioning, engineering and
consulting offices.   

Dalia Nabil Wafai, Managing Director of
Expo Tag for Organizing Exhibitions and
Conferences, said the expo aims to provide
updates and investment opportunities for every-
one in the construction business, adding an
exhibition of this caliber is a perfect place for
direct communications between participants,
experts and stakeholders in the industry and
consumers from Kuwait and the region.

“Under Kuwait’s 2035 vision and in line with
the ongoing urban movement in Kuwait, the

expo is gaining importance in light of the mega
development projects that are expected in the
coming years,” he noted. “The expo embodies
the construction industry in Kuwait and the
region. It is also an opportunity to explore the
latest innovations, high quality products and
services offered by the most important and
largest companies specialized in construction,
decor and furniture. Customers can explore the
latest innovations in energy-saving products,”
she added. 

Wafai said she is confident of the success of
the exhibition as it meets the needs and require-
ments of the market and highlights modern,
innovative and quality products, and links all
stakeholders and customers in one place in such
a constantly evolving industry,” she concluded. 

Industries and Construction Expo opens 

KUWAIT: Officials inaugurate the industries and construction exhibition. Officials tour the exhibition.— Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem meets
with a trio of Kuwaiti shooters who qualified for the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics. — KUNA photos

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem meets with British
Ambassador to Kuwait Michael Davenport.

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s National Assembly
Speaker lawmaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem met
yesterday with a trio of his compatriot shoot-
ers, all of whom have recently secured their

berths at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. Amid
talks with Saud Al-Kanderi, Mansour Al-
Rashidi and Abdulrahman Al-Faihan, Al-
Ghanem said he was proud of the triumvirate’s

accomplishments, which highlight the capabil-
ities of young Kuwaiti athletes. Meanwhile,
Speaker Ghanem received British Ambassador
to Kuwait Michael Davenport. — KUNA

Speaker receives Olympics-bound marksmen


