
DIRIYAH: Britain’s Anthony Joshua reclaimed his
world heavyweight crown from Andy Ruiz on Saturday,
outclassing the Mexican-American to score a unani-
mous points victory. Joshua, who suffered a stunning
knockout defeat to Ruiz in New York in June, produced
a masterclass to regain his IBF, WBA and WBO titles in
emphatic fashion.

Dominating from the outset, Joshua won by mar-
gins of 118-110 on two scorecards with the third
judge making it 119-109. Billed as the “Clash on the
Dunes”, the eagerly anticipated rematch marked the
first time a world heavyweight title fight has been
staged in Saudi Arabia.

And after entering the purpose built open-air arena
at Diriyah, on the outskirts of the Saudi capital, just
after midnight, it was Joshua who rose to the occasion
with a stylish victory. The final scores in no way flat-
tered Joshua, who frustrated his heavier opponent with
superb movement while picking off Ruiz relentlessly
with his jab.

Joshua, badly stung by his defeat to Ruiz at Madison
Square Garden, was ecstatic after clinching a one-sided
win. “The first time was so nice, I had to do it twice,”
Joshua said as he celebrated becoming a two-time
world heavyweight champion.

The 2012 Olympic champion revealed he had adapt-
ed his style after June’s loss to Ruiz, when he got drawn
into a slugfest before being floored four times on his
way to the first loss of his career. “I’m used to knocking
guys out and last time, I realised that I hurt the man but
I got caught coming in,” said Joshua, who improved to
23-1, 21 by knockout.

“No excuses, but I said to myself I’m going to cor-
rect it and come again.” “I just wanted to put on a great

boxing masterclass tonight and also show the sweet
science of this lovely sport,” Joshua added. “It’s about
hitting and not getting hit.”

‘TOO MUCH WEIGHT’: RUIZ 
Ruiz had shocked onlookers at Friday’s weigh-in by

tipping the scales at 283 pounds (128.4 kilograms), fully
15 pounds heavier than his weight in the first fight.
Joshua by contrast came in at 237 pounds, his leaner,
less bulky physique allowing him to dance around the
ring for 12 rounds to leave Ruiz pawing at shadows.

Ruiz admitted he had prepared poorly for the
rematch. “It was his night man,” Ruiz said. “I didn’t
prepare as I should of. I gained too much weight.
But I don’t want to make excuses, he won, he bossed
me around.

“But if we do a third fight you best believe I’m going
to get in the best shape of my life.” Pressed on his
excess weight, Ruiz said it had “affected me a lot.” “I
thought I was going to feel stronger and feel better, but
on my next fight I’m going to get better prepared.”

Joshua established his dominance from the opening
bell, feinting and changing direction to keep Ruiz at bay
while simultaneously scoring with a series of stinging
jabs. A jolting right hand towards the end of the first
round opened up a cut above Ruiz’s left eye to draw
roars from the large contingent of Joshua fans who had
travelled to Saudi Arabia for the fight.

The remainder of the fight followed a similar pattern,
with Joshua using his superior reach and movement to
deny Ruiz any chance of unloading the sort of combi-
nations that set up his win in June. Finally Ruiz man-
aged to rock Joshua in the eighth, connecting with a
stiff combination.

But Joshua showed no signs of lasting damage from
the exchange, and quickly settled back into the tactics
which had given him a massive lead on all three card.
By the time of the closing rounds, Ruiz needed a knock-

out to have any chance of victory. 
But it was Joshua who finished stronger, landing a

solid right on Ruiz in the 12th before dancing away to
close out the win. — AFP
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Messi  breaks 
La Liga record 
MADRID: Lionel Messi broke yet another record
by hitting his 35th La Liga hat-trick on Saturday as
Barcelona thrashed Real Mallorca 5-2 to keep pace
with Real Madrid at the top of the table.

A trio of vintage Messi finishes contributed to
five stunning Barca goals, the best of them arguably
belonging to Luis Suarez, whose brilliant backheel
capped a free-flowing move, involving seven differ-
ent players. 

“I knew I had a little gap, my last resort was to
try a backheel,” said Suarez. “I was surprised,”
added Barcelona coach Ernesto Valverde. “It was an
extraordinary goal.” But at the end of a week in
which Messi claimed a record sixth Ballon d’Or, it
was the Argentinian etching his name into the histo-
ry books again after pulling clear of Cristiano
Ronaldo’s 34 La Liga trebles to stand alone. 

“Unbelievable,” said Valverde. “It was a celebra-
tion of the Ballon d’Or.” The efforts of Messi and
Suarez overshadowed Antoine Griezmann’s opener
but that was impressive too, the Frenchman applying
a sumptuous chip after being assisted by his own
goalkeeper Marc-Andre ter Stegen. 

An exhibition of creativity at Camp Nou allowed
for the occasional lapse in defence and Mallorca’s
Ante Budimir twice reduced the deficit to 2-1 and 4-
2, even if a comeback never looked likely. 

Instead, Messi underlined his status as the
world’s finest footballer with another sublime per-
formance, instant evidence for why he was present-
ed with his latest Ballon d’Or trophy on the pitch
before kick-off. 

Messi now has 12 goals this season, the highest in
the division and one ahead of Real Madrid’s Karim
Benzema, who had scored one and set up another in
an equally comfortable 2-0 victory over Espanyol a
few hours earlier. 

It means Madrid and Barcelona are back level on
points at the top of the table, with Barca ahead on
goal difference. Sevilla, in third, are four points fur-
ther back.  Benzema’s own irresistible form in paral-
lel with Messi adds an intriguing sub-plot to the
upcoming Clasico on December 18, which looks
increasingly likely to decide who will sit first over
the Christmas break. 

“We’re talking about Karim a lot recently, in a
good way,” said Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane.
“He’s getting older and that’s made a difference, his
maturity. “None of us are perfect. But he’s asked to
chase and he does it. He’s asked to score and he
does it. I can’t ask for more, only that he keeps
doing it.” After rocky starts, La Liga’s most success-
ful two clubs also appear to be hitting their stride
ahead of what is shaping up to be a crunch meeting
in 11 days’ time. 

Messi in this mood will be hard to stop. For his
first goal, he cut in from the right and bent the ball
into the top left-hand corner and his second was
almost a carbon copy, Suarez setting it back for his
partner to hit the same spot. 

In between, Budimir latched onto an excellent
reverse pass by Salva Sevilla to briefly give
Mallorca hope after Griezmann had opened the
scoring, racing onto Ter Stegen’s through ball and
scooping it over Manolo Reina.  Suarez hit the post
and then stumbled after skipping around Reina but
he made up for both two minutes before half-time
with arguably the goal of the night. 

Ten passes, involving seven different players, end-
ed with Suarez with his back to goal and somehow
the Uruguayan dug out a superb shot with the back
of his foot that span into the far corner. Frenkie de
Jong had been instrumental in the build-up.  — AFP

Britain’s Joshua defeats Ruiz to 
reclaim heavyweight crown

‘Clash on the Dunes’:  For the first time a world heavyweight title fight staged in Saudi 

DIRIYA: British boxer Anthony Joshua celebrates after winning the heavyweight boxing match between Andy Ruiz
Jr. and Anthony Joshua for the IBF, WBA, WBO and IBO titles in Diriya, near the Saudi capital.  — AFP

MANAMA: In line with the vision and initiatives of
HH Sheikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, represen-
tative of HM the King for Charity Works, National
Security Advisor, and president of the Supreme
Council of Youth and Sports, Gulf Air - the national
carrier of the Kingdom of Bahrain - in collaboration

with the Ministry of Youth & Sports and with the
support of a number of private companies and
institutions,  facilitated travel for almost 1,900
Bahraini fans to attend and support the national
team in the final match of the Arabian Gulf Cup
against Saudi national team. 

The airline’s support comes in line with a series
of initiatives to support the sports scene in the
Kingdom of Bahrain and as part of Gulf Air’s cor-
porate social responsibility strategy as the national
carrier of the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Thailand sepak 
takraw team
spring to SEA
Games gold
SUBIC BAY FREEPORT ZONE:
Thailand secured a team gold in sepak
takraw — Southeast Asian kick volley-
ball — yesterday, cruising past
Myanmar to take top spot in the SEA
Games round-robin event. 

Relatively unknown outside the
region, sepak takraw involves players
showing incredible acrobatic and foot-
balling skills to keep a rattan ball from

touching the ground and launching it
over the 1.52-metre high net into their
opponents’ court.

As the Games enter their final few
days in the Philippines, the win for
Thailand keeps them in fourth position in
the overall table with 42 golds, behind
Vietnam in third (49), Indonesia in sec-
ond (55), and the host nation, who have
been runaway leaders since the start and
currently have a golden haul of 92.

Seven of the last 11 home nations
have finished top of the medals table at
the SEA Games, where the flexible
sporting programme is traditionally
heavily weighted towards the home
team. Thailand won all four of their
sepak takraw team regu matches — in
which teams are split into sub-groups
of three — against  Malaysia,
Indonesia, the Philippines and yester-

day’s opponents Myanmar.
In yesterday’s other team regu  clash

at the Subic gymnasium, around 80 kilo-
metres (50 miles) northwest of Manila,
Malaysia came from behind against
Indonesia to secure the silver medal.
Later at the 20,000 capacity stadium at
the Games’ main hub in New Clark City,
medals will be up for grabs in the
women’s javelin, long jump, pole vault
and hammer, while the men will compete
for high jump and shot put golds.

Both men and women will also run in
the 1500m, 400m and 100m finals. In the
nearby aquatics centre, there will be
finals in the women’s 50m freestyle and
4 x 100m medley relay, while the men
will contest the 50m breaststroke and
100m freestyle events, and golds will be
given out to 400m individual medley
winners for both men and women.

Thailand take on neighbours Vietnam
in the final of the women’s football in
Manila on Sunday evening, and the first
eSports medals at a multi-sport compe-
tition sanctioned by the International
Olympic Committee will be awarded at
the San Juan Arena in the capital.

About 8,750 athletes and officials are
taking part in the regional Olympics
spread across dozens of venues in the
northern Philippines, which was hit by a
deadly typhoon earlier this week. The
11-country Games, featuring a record 56
sports, were rocked by Typhoon
Kammuri which forced about half of
Tuesday’s events to be rescheduled.

Despite more than a dozen deaths in
the storm, none of the athletes, officials
or 12,000 volunteers was reported hurt
and a full programme resumed on
Wednesday.  — AFP

Gulf Air flies 1,900 fans to support Bahrain at Gulf Cup finals

20th World Youth Water
Polo U-20 Championship
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The 20th World Youth Water Polo U-20
Championship will be held in Kuwait under the patronage of
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem. The event will
take place Dec 12 until Dec 20 at HH Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad swimming pools complex at Nasr Sports Club.

International and Kuwait Swimming Federations as well as
Public Sports Authority will hold a press conference at Crowne
Plaza Hotel at 10:00 am today to speak about this world event
and the latest developments in this sport, while the opening cere-
mony will take place Thursday at 5 pm.

The world championship will see 830 athletes and officials
participating, as there will be 8 to 10 matches per day.

The participating countries are: Serbia, Croatia, Montenegro,
Hungary, Spain, Italy, Greece, Russia, Canada, USA, Brazil,
Australia, New Zealand, Egypt, South Africa, Japan, China, Iran,
Uzbekistan, and Kuwait.

W Indies beat
India to level 
T20 series
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Opener
Lendl Simmons struck an unbeaten 67
as West Indies beat India by eight wick-
ets in the second Twenty20 international
yesterday to level  the three-match
series at 1-1.

Simmons put on crucial partnerships
including a 73-run opening stand with
Evin Lewis, who made 40, as West Indies
chased down their target of 171 with nine
balls to spare in Thiruvananthapuram.

Wicketkeeper-batsman Nicholas
Pooran hit the winning boundary to fin-
ish unbeaten on 38 after returning to the
side following his four-match ban for
ball tampering. The third and final match
is in Mumbai on Wednesday. — AFP


