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and Falah Al-Azab to the investigation panel of the
ministers’ trial court for suspected public fund violations
over the appointment of ministry experts without any
admission tests or interviews. The two ministers could
face charges of mismanagement. The ministers were
responsible for appointing over 560 justice experts,

whose appointments were nullified by the court of cas-
sation last week. 

The court said the process had involved serious vio-
lations of recruitment conditions such as being subject-
ed to oral and written admission tests that would clearly
assess the results and determine those who passed or
failed. “Some of the involved experts were appointed
through exemptions made by some senior officials at the
experts department,” said informed sources, noting that
this led a number of lawyers to file cases to annul their
appointment, while other legal solutions are being cur-
rently sought to reappoint those recruited according to
regulations. “They may have to pass tests this month
and immediately get appointed if they pass,” the
sources concluded. 

Lawmaker questions
education minister...
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Finally, Dhahi urged all patients not to stop using
Glucophage and consult their doctors and correct ref-
erences such as the health ministry and Kuwait
Diabetes Society for any related inquires. 

The investigation is part of the US FDA’s broader
push to investigate a range of drugs for the presence of
NDMA, with heartburn drug Zantac being recalled this
year for fear it contained NDMA. The FDA later added
that levels of contamination in Zantac, also known as
ranitidine, “are similar to the levels you would expect to
be exposed to if you ate common foods like grilled or
smoked meats”. 

European Union drugs watchdog EMA said it was
asking companies to test metformin medicines in the
EU for NDMA, reacting to findings in Singapore of
NDMA impurity in some metformin products. EMA
described the risk so far as very low, urging patients to
continue taking their medication because the danger of
not adequately controlling diabetes was far higher. The
FDA said it would recommend recalls as appropriate. 

The Canadian health regulator, in turn, said that it
was not aware of any metformin products in Canada
containing NDMA above acceptable limits, but was
working closely with international regulatory partners
on its assessment of the issue. It has also asked compa-
nies to test their products and is collecting samples
from them to conduct its own testing, it added.

The FDA’s investigation follows other countries’
findings of low levels of NDMA in metformin drugs
there, the agency said. Based on its information, the
FDA added, NDMA in those drugs ranged within natu-
rally occurring levels in food and water. “The FDA is
investigating whether metformin in the US market con-
tains NDMA, and whether it is above the acceptable
daily intake limit of 96 nanograms,” said Janet
Woodcock, director of the FDA’s Center for Drug
Evaluation and Research. The agency will “recommend
recalls as appropriate if high levels of NDMA are
found”, she added in the statement. 

Such action could put treatment out of reach for
some sufferers, one expert said. “If these reports are
true, it could be a big blow to many millions of people
on this drug,” said Ranit Mishori, a professor of family
medicine at Georgetown University. “There are many
other alternatives and other medication classes but
many of them have side effects, are more expensive
and some of the newest ones may not be covered by
insurance.” 

Diabetologist says
Glucophage safe to...
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“Monu, brother, I am going to die today,” the man,
named Musharaff said in the recording of a call played by
the ABP Hindi language news channel. “Please take care
of my kids. I can’t breathe. There are so many others here.
Just can’t breathe,” he kept repeating in Hindi, eventually
breaking down towards the end of the call. Authorities do
not yet know if Musharaff survived the blaze.

One survivor, Sabi Abbas, told AFP he had just fin-
ished work and was about to go to sleep when he heard
screams from the third floor. “I rushed to the floor and
saw the wires were dangling and on fire as acrid smoke
filled up the corridor,” he said, adding that he ran out of
the building with his wife and daughters.

The building was home to a number of manufactur-
ing units producing items including schoolbags and
packing materials which only aided the spread of the
blaze, officials said. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
tweeted that the fire was “extremely horrific”, as
authorities said they would offer financial assistance to
the victims’ families and to survivors. Locals said the
factory also made purses and jackets, and had just one
entrance and 20 rooms on each floor that were con-
nected by one internal stairway. 

“Most of the casualties happened because of suffoca-
tion,” witness Mohammed Khalil told AFP. “After the fire,
people didn’t have any way to get out and I believe many
were asleep and because of the smoke, they got suffo-
cated.” Others told AFP they believed the fire started on
the first floor, sparked by exposed wires, before spread-
ing to an area used to store foam and plastic chairs.

Outside a nearby hospital morgue, anxious rela-
tives and friends gathered to identify the bodies.
Naushad Ahmad was looking desperately for his
missing friend, who he was unable to reach on his
mobile phone. “I have been to the factory and this
tragedy was waiting to happen,” he told AFP. “There
was only one exit and entrance to the building...
People didn’t get a chance to escape.”

Sajjamuddin Ahmad spent two hours searching for
his father-in-law and brother-in-law before discovering
they were dead, he told AFP. Families of the victims said
they were mostly migrant workers from Bihar, one of
India’s most impoverished states. Some of them were
paid just 1,000 rupees ($14) a month, they said. Police
and fire officials said at least 58 others were rescued.
The flames had been extinguished and they did not
expect to find more bodies, they added.

The cause of the blaze is not yet known but Delhi’s
fire services director told the Press Trust of India
news agency that the site had been operating without
the required fire safety clearances. The building’s
owner and manager were arrested later yesterday,
police told PTI. Factories and small manufacturing
units in big Indian cities are often located in old,
cramped areas, where the cost of land is cheaper.
Such units often also serve as sleeping quarters for
poor, mostly migrant, workers, who save money by
bedding down at their workplaces.

The blaze was the latest in a series of fire tragedies
to hit India in recent years. In 2016, more than 100
people were killed after a massive explosion during a
banned fireworks display in the southern state of
Kerala. In 2011, at least 90 patients died after a fire in
a Kolkata hospital. In 2004, 94 children burnt to
death in a fire at a school in Kumbakonam in the
southern state of Tamil Nadu. In Jan 2018, 17 workers
were killed after a blaze in a plastic manufacturing
facility in New Delhi. —  Agencies  
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“We’ll get to the bottom of it very quickly. The FBI
on Saturday formally identified the attacker as
Mohammed Alshamrani, 21, a second lieutenant in the
Royal Saudi Air Force and a student naval flight officer.

The SITE Intelligence Group, which monitors
jihadist media, said he had posted a short manifesto on
Twitter prior to the attack that read: “I’m against evil,
and America as a whole has turned into a nation of
evil.” “I hate you because every day you (are) support-
ing, funding and committing crimes not only against
Muslims but also humanity.”

The Twitter account that posted the manifesto -
which also condemned US support for Israel and
included a quote from Al-Qaeda’s deceased leader
Osama bin Laden - has been suspended. The shooter
did not have any apparent ties to terror groups and no
group has officially claimed the attack, the New York
Times reported, citing an unnamed senior American
official. However, “given that ISIS has very little to lose
at this point, it wouldn’t be surprising if it claimed the
attack, regardless of the attacker’s potential alle-
giances,” tweeted SITE Director Rita Katz, referring to
the Islamic State group.

Naval Air Station Pensacola hosts the US Navy’s for-
eign military training programs, established in 1985
specifically for Saudi students before being expanded
to other nationalities. The shooter was one of “a couple
hundred” foreign students at the base, according to
commanding officer Timothy Kinsella. Trump indicated
the training program would now be under review.
“We’ve been doing this with other countries, foreign
countries. I guess we’re going to have to look into the
whole procedure, we’ll start that immediately,” he said.

Six Saudi nationals also assigned to the base were
questioned after the attack, US media reported. Three
were at the base and apparently filmed the shooting,

The Washington Post said. The other three had flown
into the US with the attacker and were based at training
sites in Louisiana and Oklahoma, the Post said, citing an
unnamed official. An uncle of Alshamrani, Saad bin
Hantim Alshamrani, told CNN from Saudi Arabia that
his nephew was “likable and mannered towards his
family and the community.” He said his nephew “has his
religion, his prayer, his honesty and commitments”. 

The New York Times reported the airman first
entered the United States in 2018, returned to Saudi
Arabia, then re-entered the United States in February,
and had reported for training at the base about three
days before the attack. US Defense Secretary Mark
Esper said during a public appearance on Saturday he
was not ready to label it an act of terrorism.

Saudi Arabia’s King Salman has denounced the shoot-
ing as a “heinous crime” and said the gunman “does not
represent the Saudi people”. The shooting marks a set-
back in the kingdom’s efforts to cast off its longstanding
reputation for promoting religious extremism after the
Sept 11, 2001 attacks, in which 15 of the 19 hijackers were
Saudis. Prince Khalid bin Salman, the king’s younger son
and the deputy defense minister, offered his “sincerest
condolences” to the families of the victims.

Trump said King Salman and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, the country’s de facto ruler,
would “help out the families very greatly,” though he
did not specify how. Late on Saturday, the Navy identi-
fied the sailors killed in the attack as Joshua Watson,
Mohammed Haitham and Cameron Walters. 

Watson’s younger brother said the 23-year old, who
reported to the base for flight training two weeks ago,
“saved countless lives today with his own”. “After
being shot multiple times he made it outside and told
the first response team where the shooter was and
those details were invaluable,” Adam Watson said in a
Facebook post. “He died a hero and we are beyond
proud but there is a hole in our hearts that can never
be filled.” A cousin of Arab American Haitham, Hani bin
Ali Moqbel, wrote on Twitter: “God have mercy on you
Mohammed, and ease your parent’s pain after your
loss. May you rest in heaven (We belong to Allah and
to Him we shall return.)” — Agencies 

Saudi gunman 
showed shooting...

BEIRUT: Sunni Muslim leaders in protest-wracked
Lebanon have thrown their support behind ex-pre-
mier Saad Hariri to return to his post a month after he
stepped down, a sidelined candidate said yesterday.
Businessman Samir Khatib had been put forward as a
likely contender to succeed Hariri, but he said a visit
to the country’s highest Sunni Muslim authority had
indicated otherwise.

Grand Mufti Sheikh Abdellatif Deryan informed
Khatib that “a consensus had been reached to name
Saad Hariri as prime minister to form the next gov-
ernment”, the 72-year-old businessman said. Khatib
then met Hariri, who has stayed on in the role of care-
taker premier and has supported him in his bid, to
inform him of his withdrawal from the race, he said in
televised comments.

Lebanon has been gripped by unprecedented
cross-sectarian protests since Oct 17, denouncing
perceived official mismanagement and corruption.
Hariri stepped down less than two weeks into the
nationwide movement, but a deeply divided political
class has since failed to reach an agreement on a
new premier. The names of several potential candi-
dates were circulated in the media, but protesters
rejected Khatib as being too close to traditional cir-
cles of power.

The president has called for mandatory parliamen-

tary consultations starting today to decide on a new
premier. Yesterday evening, dozens of protesters gath-
ered in central Beirut near a road leading to parliament
closed off by security forces. Cabinet formation can
drag on for months in the multi-confessional country,
with Hariri taking almost nine months to reach an
agreement with all political sides for the last one.

According to a complex political system that seeks
to maintain a fragile balance between religious com-
munities, Lebanon’s prime minister is always a Sunni
Muslim. Hariri has been prime minister on and off
since 2009, stepping down and returning on two pre-
vious occasions. The 49-year-old follows in the foot-
steps of his father, late premier Rafiq Hariri, and is
considered the traditional political leader of the
country’s Sunni Muslim community.

Lebanon desperately needs a new government to
rebuild trust with both protesters demanding a cabi-
net of independent experts, and international donors
able to provide financial aid. The Mediterranean
country’s economy is in free fal l , even as the
Lebanese struggle with a dollar liquidity crisis. The
World Bank has projected negative growth of 0.2
percent in Lebanon for 2019, but now warns the
recession could be even worse. Around a third of
Lebanese live in poverty, and that figure could soon
rise to half, it says. — AFP 

Lebanon Sunni leaders back 
Hariri to return as premier 

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s caretaker Prime Minister Saad Hariri (right) meets Lebanese businessman Samir Khatib yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: He’s supposedly too old, too moderate,
too prone to campaign stumbles. But despite the criticism
long circulating about Joe Biden, he has proven the most
resilient candidate in the Democratic presidential nomina-
tion race - at least for now. The 77-year-old former US
vice president is capping off a big week that has seen him
take on a more aggressive tone on the campaign trail.
Eleven months from the 2020 election, the elder statesman
is still the national frontrunner in the race to take on
President Donald Trump.

He was feeling so invigorated and pugnacious during
his eight-day “No Malarkey” bus tour through early-vot-
ing Iowa that he challenged an obstinate voter to a push-
up contest Thursday. “The Biden thing is the strangest
thing I’ve ever seen in politics because the guy is up there
in the air and everybody is just assuming he’s going to
come down,” Barack’s Obama’s campaign guru David
Axelrod told Politico recently. “But he’s still driving, you
know? He’s still moving forward.”

As Obama’s deputy for eight years, Biden today has a
commanding lead among African Americans, a critical
constituency in the Democratic nomination battle. His
blue-collar roots and appeal is also seen as a selling
point to working-class white voters, many of whom may
be frustrated with Trump and are looking for a viable
alternative. Biden has slipped to fourth place in Iowa and
New Hampshire, the two states that vote first in the
nomination race.

But on the national stage he maintains a commanding
lead with 28 percent support according to the
RealClearPolitics polling average - far ahead of his pro-
gressive challengers Bernie Sanders on 16 percent and
Elizabeth Warren on 14, and fellow moderate Pete
Buttigieg on 11 percent. Biden’s new ad branding Trump a
global laughing stock was well-received, and footage of
Biden confronting that Iowa voter went viral, giving mil-
lions a glimpse of the candidate showing fire in the belly.
When the elderly voter, a retired farmer, accused Biden of
helping his son Hunter Biden get a spot on the board of a
Ukrainian gas company while his father was vice presi-
dent, the candidate snapped. “You’re a damn liar, man,”
Biden shot back.

Also this week Biden landed a key endorsement: Former
Democratic presidential nominee John Kerry. Biden
“helped President Obama make some of the toughest and
loneliest decisions of a president,” former secretary of
state Kerry told voters at a Biden event Friday in Cedar
Rapids. “That’s what this is about. Seasoning. Experience.”

Polls show Democrats want an electable candidate who
can go toe to toe against the current president.

“Democrats have a burning desire to defeat Trump,”
Larry Sabato, director of the Center for Politics at
University of Virginia, told AFP. “Most Democrats think
Biden has the best chance of doing that - although it’s not
a slam dunk.” Indeed less than two months before Iowa
votes there is uncertainty about the Democratic field,
including Biden. His debate performances have been hit or
miss. He has struggled to raise money, trailing rivals like
Buttigieg and Sanders in campaign contributions.

And billionaire Mike Bloomberg, the former mayor of
New York, likely would have stayed out of the race if he
believed fellow centrist Biden was a strong candidate. But
Biden has exhibited staying power at least through 2019 -
despite a campaign beset with problems - and Democratic
strategists have looked on with a mixture of respect and
bewilderment. During the first Democratic debate in June,
Biden got attacked by Senator Kamala Harris for his previ-
ous positions on his civil rights record. 

Biden was shaken. But he recovered, and now Harris,
the only African-American woman in the field, has
dropped out. Warren, who surged into a tie with the for-
mer vice president in early October, has since seen her
campaign lose nearly half its support amid skepticism over
her universal healthcare plan which Biden rejects as unre-
alistic. Former Obama cabinet member Julian Castro went
after Biden hard in one of the debates - and Castro’s long-
shot campaign has flatlined. — AFP

Feisty Biden clings 
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CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa: Democratic presidential candidate
former US Vice president Joe Biden speaks at the
Teamsters Vote 2020 Presidential Candidate Forum on
Saturday. —AFP 


