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Moroccan actresses Lubna Azabal (left), Maryam
Touzani (center) and Nisrin Erradi attend the 18th
Marrakech International Film Festival in Marrakesh.

Actor Will Smith talks to the media after The World’s Big Sleep Out event in Time Square on December 7, 2019 in New York.  —  AFP Photos
People sleep outside while taking part in The World’s Big Sleep Out event in
Times Square.

People hug while taking part in The World’s Big Sleep Out event in Time Square.

Moroccan actress Mouna Fettou receives a tribute during the 18th Marrakech
International Film Festival in Marrakesh. 

US actor Robert Redford poses after receiving a career tribute at the 18th edition
of the Marrakech International Film Festival, in Marrakesh, Morocco.

Colombian director Nicolas Rincon Gille’s “Valley of
Souls”, the story of a father’s solitary search for the
bodies of his murdered sons, won top prize

Saturday at the Marrakesh film festival. It follows the jour-
ney of Jose, who comes home from a night of fishing to
discover that paramilitaries have killed his two sons and
dumped their bodies in the river. So he sets off in a canoe
to try to find their bodies and give them a proper burial.

Marrakesh’s 18th annual festival was attended by top
cinema stars such as Harvey Keitel, Marion Cotillard,
Tilda Swinton and Robert Redford, who received a life-
time achievement award. Toby Wallace won Best Actor
for his role in the Australian comedy “Babyteeth”, direct-
ed by Shannon Murphy. Nichola Burley and Roxanne
Scrimshaw shared the Best Actress prize for British com-
edy “Lynn + Lucy”, directed by Fyzal Boulifa. Tunisia’s
Ala Eddine Slim was named Best Director for “Tlamess”,
a drama about a soldier who deserts the army after his
mother’s death. — AFP 

The move was bananas... or maybe
the work was just too appealing. A
performance artist shook up the

crowd at the Art Basel show in Miami
Beach on Saturday when he grabbed a
banana that had been duct-taped to a
gallery wall and ate it. The banana was,
in fact, a work of art by Italian artist
Maurizio Cattelan titled “Comedian” and
sold to a French collector for $120,000.
In a video posted on his Instagram
account, David Datuna, who describes
himself as a Georgian-born American
artist living in New York, walks up to the
banana and pulls it off the wall with the
duct tape attached.

“Art performance ... hungry artist,” he
said, as he peeled the fruit and took a bite.
“Thank you, very good.” A few
bystanders could be heard giggling
before a flustered gallery official whisked
him to an adjoining space for questioning.
But the kerfuffle was resolved without a
food fight. “He did not destroy the art
work. The banana is the idea,” Lucien
Terras, director of museum relations for
Galerie Perrotin, told the Miami Herald.

As it turns out, the value of the work

is in the certificate of authenticity, the
newspaper reported. The banana is
meant to be replaced. A replacement
banana was taped to the wall about 15
minutes after Datuna’s stunt. “This has
brought a lot of tension and attention to
the booth and we’re not into spectacles,”
Terras said. “But the response has been
great. It brings a smile to a lot of peo-
ple’s faces.” Gallery director Peggy
Leboeuf said that no legal action was
planned against Datuna. 

“He was not arrested, but we asked him
to leave the booth and to leave the fair,”
she said. “We have his contact and every-
thing, so we can go further, but I don’t
think we will.” Cattelan is perhaps best
known for his 18-carat, fully functioning
gold toilet called “America” that he had
once offered on loan to US President
Donald Trump. The toilet, valued at
around $5 to $6 million, was in the news
again in September when it was stolen
from Britain’s Blenheim Palace, the birth-
place of wartime leader Winston Churchill,
where it had been on display. — AFP 

Man eats $120,000 piece
of art - banana on the wall

Will Smith still feels “emotional”
about homelessness years after
playing a destitute man in one of

his most acclaimed film roles, the Hollywood
star has told charity campaigners braving a
fierce New York winter night to sleep rough.
Hundreds of people had gathered in Times
Square on Saturday, rugged up and ready to
bunk down in freezing temperatures, in a
campaign to raise funds for what organizers
said was record homelessness globally.

Smith told the crowd that his Oscar-nom-
inated role in “The Pursuit of Happyness” - a
2007 biopic of a salesman forced to live on
the streets of San Francisco with his young
son - was a “life-changing experience” that
had allowed him to understand the misery of
poverty. “It makes me emotional thinking
about it right now,” Smith said. “To not have
a place to go and to be able to lay your head
down with your children at night is a horren-
dous tragedy.” Smith also charmed crowds

with a “bedtime story” — a rap rendition of
the theme tune to his 1990s hit sitcom “The
Fresh Prince of Bel-Air.”

People in over 50 cities around the world
slept on the streets to support the World’s
Big Sleep Out campaign, the charity said in a
Saturday statement, adding that funds from
the New York event would be donated to
the UN Children’s Fund.  “In New York City
alone, more people are now homeless than
at any time since the Great Depression,” the
statement said. “Over 62,000 people in New
York, including 22,000 kids, will sleep in
shelters tonight and the number of homeless
people and refugees in cities around the
world continues to hit record highs with
each passing year.” —  AFP 

People get ready to sleep outside while
taking part in The World’s Big Sleep

Out event in Time Square.

Maurizio Cattelan’s
“Comedian” is on view at Art

Basel Miami 2019 at Miami
Beach Convention Center on

Dec 6, 2019. — AFP  


