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Australian firefighters try to
control bushfires ahead of hot days

Samoa says
90% vaccinated
against measles 
MELBOURNE: Samoa said on
Saturday nearly 90 percent of eligible
people had been vaccinated against
measles as it lifted a two-day curfew
imposed amid an outbreak that has
killed 65 in recent weeks. There were,
however, 103 new cases of measles
reported since Friday, Samoa’s Health
Ministry said it in a statement.

The measles virus has infected almost
4,500 people in the South Pacific nation
of just 200,000 since late October. Of
those who died, 57 were children under
the age of four. The mandatory immu-
nization campaign aims to vaccinate 90
percent of the population, tripling
Samoa’s coverage in just a few weeks.
The government said a rate of 89 per-
cent had been achieved as of Friday.

Measles cases are rising worldwide,
even in wealthy nations such as Germany
and the United States, as parents shun

immunization for philosophical or reli-
gious reasons, or fears, debunked by
doctors, that such vaccines could cause
autism. Samoa and the United Nations
appealed on Friday to the international
community for about $10.7 million to
battle and recover from the crisis.

“The impacts of this emergency will
be far reaching on Samoa and our peo-
ple, particularly our young generations,”
Prime Minister Tuilaepa Sailele
Malielegaoi said in a statement. “It is
imperative therefore to strengthen the
culture of acceptance of vaccination in
order to create ‘herd immunity’. This is a
painful lesson we have learnt from the
current crisis.”

New Zealand and a number of other
countries and organizations, including
the UN agency UNICEF, have delivered
thousands of vaccines, medical supplies
and have sent medical personnel to help
with the outbreak. The World Health
Organization said this week that measles
infected nearly 10 million people in 2018
and killed 140,000, mostly children. The
picture for 2019 is even worse, it said,
with provisional data up to November
showing a three-fold increase in case
numbers compared with the same period
in 2018. — Reuters

MELBOURNE: Firefighters in eastern Australia
used easing weather conditions yesterday to bring
bushfires under control ahead of forecast of soar-
ing temperatures for this week. There were 96 fires
burning in New South Wales, home to Australia’s
largest city of Sydney, with only about a half con-
tained and more than 1,600 firefighters deployed
to do back burning and create containment lines.

Sydney with its population of 5.2 million has
been blanketed by unhealthy haze and smoke for
weeks, with conditions worsening on Friday as
several fires merged into a giant blaze that may
take weeks to put out. Australia has been through
some devastating bushfires before during its hot
summers, but fire officials have said that this earli-
er-than-usual wave of fires has been one of the
most persistent and largest.

NSW Rural Fire Service Commissioner Shane
Fitzsimmons told Australia’s ABC television yes-
terday that temperatures will be raising to above
normal by tomorrow, reaching 40 Celsius (104
Fahrenheit), threatening the spread of the fires
and new blazes. More smoke were expected
around Sydney yesterday as firefighters will do
preventive work.

“Crews are going to be actively out there light-
ing up large tracts of land, kilometers of trails and
tracks, and getting into bushland areas in an
attempt to bring those fires under control and start
putting it into consolidation with containment
lines,” Fitzsimmons said.

The fires have been blamed on soaring tempera-
tures, dry winds and arson and with much of the

country under a long-lasting drought, Prime
Minister Scott Morrison has been under pressure
to address the impact of climate change.

In mid-November, 14 mayors of fire-stricken
areas signed a letter urging the government to
acknowledge a correlation between climate
change and the devastating bushfires, asking also
for more funds. While some additional money has
been provided, Morrison has repeatedly rejected
any links between the fires and his conservative
policies, including support for the coal industry. On

Saturday, the government issued a report suggest-
ing that Australia is on track to meet its emission
reduction target, which under the Paris Agreement
calls for the country to reduce its emissions by 26-
28 percent from 2005 levels by 2030.

The government acknowledged, however, that it
uses so-called carryover credits, which allow for
counting emissions reduction from the past
towards future targets - a practice criticized by
the European Union and Pacific countries threat-
ened by climate change. — Reuters

CENTRAL MANGROVE, Australia: This photo taken on December 7, 2019 shows a firefighter con-
ducting back burning measures to secure residential areas from encroaching bushfires at the
Mangrove area, some 90-110 kilometers north of Sydney. — AFP


