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MANCHESTER: Marcus Rashford spoiled Jose
Mourinho’s return to Old Trafford on Wednes-
day, scoring twice as Manchester United beat
Tottenham 2-1 to end their former manager’s
perfect start to his tenure at his new club.

The England forward put United in front early
in the first half and converted a second-half
penalty to restore their lead after Dele Alli’s ex-
quisite equaliser as Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s side
leapfrogged Spurs, climbing to sixth in the Pre-
mier League table. Spurs went into the match
ahead of United after their mini-revival under
their new boss, who replaced the sacked Mauri-
cio Pochettino at the London club last month.
Struggling United had made their worst start to
a season in 31 years but played with energy and
adventure and deserved their win.

Smiling manager Solskjaer hailed his youthful
side. “The three points are massive for us,” he
told the BBC. “We’ve had too many draws this
season and given too many points away from
winning positions. It’s a great lesson the last two
games (Sheffield United and Aston Villa) and we
came back in a great manner.

“We’ve started the rebuilding. We’ve made
decisions that we had to and we’re looking to
build this club to be better again and I can’t think
short-term when I’m trying to do that.” The
home side deservedly took the lead when Rash-
ford beat Paulo Gazzaniga at his near post in the
sixth minute — the forward’s 11th goal in his past
13 games for United and England.

United could easily have stretched their lead
but Gazzaniga made amends by touching a thun-

derous Rashford shot onto the crossbar. 
It was a far cry from recent disjointed per-

formances against Sheffield United and Aston
Villa. Both of those matches ended in draws after
United had taken the lead. But despite being a
clear second best, Tottenham edged their way
back into the game and were on level terms six
minutes before half-time thanks to an audacious
piece of skill from the in-form Alli.

Serge Aurier’s shot was saved and the re-
bound landed to Alli, whose sweet first touch
took the ball away from Ashley Young and Fred.
He let it bounce before shooting past David de
Gea into the far corner.

The England man missed the majority of the
early part of the season through injury but has
bounced back in style, scoring four times in his
past three matches. United would have been dis-
appointed to have been trailing at the break after
their impressive first-half showing but they were
back in front in the 49th minute when Rashford
sent Gazzaniga the wrong way from the spot
after being brought down by Moussa Sissoko.

United surged forward in search of another
goal, with Rashford a constant threat down the
left and Daniel James also looking dangerous.
Mourinho threw on unsettled midfielder Chris-
tian Eriksen in search of an equaliser as the
game remained in the balance but despite some
late pressure against a nervy United, Spurs left
Old Trafford empty-handed. The new Spurs
boss, sacked by United last December, de-
scribed his reception at Old Trafford as “nice
and polite”.  “It’s a step back against a team that

is playing with same objective as us, trying to
get up the table and reach the top six,” he said.
“We need to keep going. We made mistakes but
it’s not good to be crying about them now.”
Mourinho won his first three matches in charge
of Spurs, with his team scoring 10 goals in the

process but he has problems to sort out at the
back as he targets a Champions League spot.
United are also eyeing the top four despite a big
gap to close. They remain eight points behind
fourth-placed Chelsea and just seven points
above the relegation zone. — AFP

Rashford strikes twice as Man Utd end 
Mourinho’s perfect start at Spurs

Liverpool thrash Everton
LIVERPOOL: Liverpool surged eight points clear at the top
of the Premier League as Divock Origi was the scourge of
Everton once more in a thrilling 5-2 Merseyside derby win
for the European champions at Anfield.

All but one of the goals came before half-time as Origi
and Xherdan Shaqiri, who replaced the rested Roberto
Firmino and Mohamed Salah, put Liverpool 2-0 up inside
17 minutes.

Michael Keane pulled a goal back for Everton before
Origi got his second and Sadio Mane finished off a blistering
counter-attack to make it 4-1. The scoring did not stop there
as Richarlison cut the deficit once more, but Georginio Wij-
naldum hammered the final nail in the Everton coffin a minute
from time as an eighth defeat in 11 league games sees the Tof-
fees slip into the bottom three.

“All the goals were incredible,” said a delighted Jurgen
Klopp, who made five changes in total. “Wonderful goals,
sensational passes, super pieces of football. I loved it a lot.”

Klopp insisted this fixture remained the “standout” one in
Liverpool’s season despite the massive points difference be-
tween the sides at either end of the table. However, the Ger-
man’s actions spoke louder than words as he could afford the
luxury of leaving out Firmino and Salah at the beginning of a
hectic month for the Reds in three competitions.

“We needed fresh legs and I had to show my respect to
the boys in the squad,” added Klopp. “They proved it. It is
much more fun making changes, all of the boys are ready to
deliver performances like this.” Origi scored the 96th-minute
winner when the sides met last season at Anfield and proved
his worth within six minutes this time with a calm finish to
round Jordan Pickford and slot into an empty net after a sen-
sational pass from Mane cut Everton open. — AFP

Bahrain in Gulf
Cup finals
DOHA: Bahrain yesterday qualified for the
final of the 24th Arabian Gulf Cup football
tournament in Qatar after beating Iraq 5-3
on penalties. The extra time ended with a
positive draw (2-2) at the meeting between
the two teams at Abdullah Bin Stadium. 

However, the game started until the
Iraqi player Muhannad Ali scored an early
goal in the sixth minute, but Bahraini player
Abdullah Al-Hazza equalized in the 15th
minute. then Iraqi’s Ibrahim Baish re-
sponded with a second goal in the 18th
minute while Bahrain’s Mohamed Marhoun
equalised in the 47th minute, ending the
first half with two goals for both teams

The Iraqi team entered with a clear
preference in an attempt to seize a third
goal, but the Bahraini team was defensively
organized to end the half with this result. 

With a score of (5-3) Bahrain reached
the finals of the Gulf Cup while waiting for
the results of Saudi and Qatar. The final
match for the 24th Gulf Arab Cup will be
held on Sunday at Khalifa International
Stadium. 

Meanwhile, Bert van Marwijk has been
sacked as head coach of the United Arab
Emirates, the country’s football federation
said on Wednesday after the team was
knocked out of the Gulf Cup.

The UAE were eliminated from the

keenly-contested regional tournament on
Tuesday following a 4-2 loss at the hands
of Qatar in a group game both sides
needed to win to advance to the semi-finals.
Van Marwijk, who led his native Nether-
lands to the final of the World Cup in South
Africa in 2010, took over as head coach of
the UAE earlier this year having previously
qualified neighbouring Saudi Arabia for the
finals of the 2018 World Cup in Russia. Sim-

ilar expectations were placed on the 67-
year-old when he replaced Alberto Zac-
cheroni but the UAE have struggled so far
in qualifying for Qatar 2022. The team are
currently in fourth place in their group in the
second phase of Asia’s preliminary rounds,
five points behind leaders Vietnam but with
a game in hand. The UAE’s next World Cup
qualifier will be on March 26, when they
host Malaysia. — Agencies

DOHA: Iraq’s forward Mohanad Ali (R) vies for the ball with Bahrain’s defender
Abdullah Hazaa during the 24th Arabian Gulf Cup semi-final football match be-
tween Iraq and Bahrain at the Abdullah bin Khalifa Stadium in the Qatari capital
Doha yesterday. — AFP

MANCHESTER: Tottenham Hotspur’s English midfielder Dele Alli (R) vies with Manchester
United’s English midfielder Jesse Lingard (C) during the English Premier League football
match between Manchester United and Tottenham Hotspur at Old Trafford in Manchester,
north west England. — AFP


