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PITTSBURG: Tristan Jarry stopped all 28 shots he
faced Wednesday as the Pittsburgh Penguins
halted the visiting St. Louis Blues’ four-game win-
ning streak, 3-0. It was the first shutout of the sea-
son for Jarry, the third of his career. No. 1 goalie
Matt Murray has won two Stanley Cups with Pitts-
burgh, but lately the Penguins have been leaning on
Jarry, who has four starts and five appearances
over the team’s past six games. Teddy Blueger, Ste-
fan Noesen and Alex Galchenyuk scored for Pitts-
burgh, one in each period. The Penguins had lost
two straight, including a 5-2 game Saturday at St.
Louis. Jordan Binnington made 30 saves for St.
Louis. The loss ended the Blues’ road point streak
at 10 games (8-0-2), one shy of the franchise
record set in 2000 with 10 wins and a tie.

AVALANCHE 3, MAPLE LEAFS 1
Valeri Nichushkin scored a short-handed goal

in the third period to break a tie, and Colorado
went on to win at Toronto. Nathan MacKinnon
added a goal and an assist, and Joonas Donskoi
also scored a goal for the Avalanche, who won
their fourth game in a row and their ninth in the
past 12 games. Philipp Grubauer made 38 saves
for Colorado. Zach Hyman scored for the Maple
Leafs, who have lost two in a row but have won
four of seven under new coach Sheldon Keefe.

Toronto goaltender Frederik Andersen, who also
played Tuesday in a loss to the Philadelphia Flyers,
made 27 saves.

SENATORS 5, OILERS 2
Tyler Ennis scored once in a three-point game

while Connor Brown and Vladislav Namestnikov
both collected one goal and one assist as visiting
Ottawa defeated Edmonton. Ottawa snapped a
five-game losing streak while winning for the sixth
straight visit to Edmonton. The Oilers took their
third defeat in four games. Senators goaltender
Craig Anderson made 25 saves in his return after
missing four games due to injury.

CAPITALS 3, KINGS 1
John Carlson scored two goals and Ilya Sam-

sonov made 22 saves to lead visiting Washington
past Los Angeles for the Capitals’ fifth straight vic-
tory. Tom Wilson also scored an empty-net goal for
Washington, which improved to an NHL-best 13-
2-1 on the road. The Metropolitan Division-leading
Capitals now have 47 points after 30 games, a fran-
chise record. Carlson has 42 points (11 goals, 31 as-
sists) on the season. He joins Calgary’s Al MacInnis
(1990-91, 11 goals, 31 assists) as the only defense-
men since 1979-80 to record 42 points in their first
30 games of a season. —Reuters

Tristan Jarry, Penquins stop 
visiting Blues with shutout

TORONTO: Nathan MacKinnon #29 of the Colorado Avalanche chases after a puck against Cody Ceci #83 of
the Toronto Maple Leafs during an NHL game at Scotiabank Arena in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. The Avalanche
defeated the Maple Leafs 3-1. —AFP

S Lanka overhauls 
cricket coaching 
team with Arthur 
appointment
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s cricket board yesterday announced a
major revamp of the national team after their poor showing at the
recent World Cup, confirming South African Mickey Arthur’s ap-
pointment as head coach. Sri Lanka Cricket’s secretary Mohan de
Silva said the country had been without a proper coach since the
early World Cup exit. “We are very pleased to have Mickey and
hope his experience in Asia will help build our team to a very high
standard,” de Silva told reporters in Colombo a day after hiring the
51-year-old. Arthur — who previously coached South Africa, Aus-
tralia and Pakistan — said he had his first interaction with players
yesterday and was impressed with the level of talent. “I looked at
the talent and that is the key motivating factor,” he said.

“The amount of talent they have is great, but it is teaching them
how to use that talent and when to use it.” Former Zimbabwe Test
player Grant Flower was appointed the new national batting coach,
Australian David Saker was made bowling coach while Shane Mc-
Dermott was placed in charge of fielding training. The board did
not discuss the terms of their two-year contracts, but the latest ap-
pointments effectively end head coach Chandika Hathurusingha’s
controversial role with the team. The board would not say what
they plan to do with Hathurusingha who has refused to step down
despite being sidelined since August. An announcement about
Hathurusingha, whose contracts runs for another year, will be made
within a week, the board added. Along with his assistants, he came
under fire over the team’s sixth-place finish at the World Cup.

Then sports minister Harin Fernando also complained about
Hathurusingha’s remuneration — $40,000 a month — saying it
was too high. —AFP

S African cricket 
crisis deepens
JOHANNESBURG: The crisis in South African cricket deepened
yesterday as former chief executive Ali Bacher called on incum-
bent Thabang Moroe to quit, while a second independent director
resigned from the board of Cricket South Africa.

Bacher, a former Test captain, said Moroe was out of his depth,
while independent board member Iqbal Khan, the chairman of
CSA’s finance committee, said he could no longer be party to an
organisation that was “ruining the game”.

Khan blamed Moroe for the majority of issues besetting CSA,
including failing to adhere to the terms of an agreement with the
SA Cricketers’ Association, the banning of five journalists last
weekend and “widespread credit card abuse”.

In his letter to CSA president Chris Nenzani, Khan wrote: “Un-
fortunately, all fingers point at the CEO. “But, having said that, I
cannot believe that you are not aware of the many issues that have
caused this malaise and to that extent you are also complicit and
perhaps even the entire board.”

Khan’s resignation came a day after that of Shirley Zinn, leaving
CSA with only three of their five independent directors. CSA will
be holding an emergency board meeting in Johannesburg on Sat-
urday at which it said “important decisions will be made”. 

Bacher said in an interview with the espncricinfo website that
he had mediated talks between Moroe and former Test captain
Graeme Smith on August 28, which could have led to Smith be-
coming CSA director of cricket.

Smith announced on November 15 that he had withdrawn his
interest in taking the job - although he confirmed on Monday that
new talks were under way. According to Bacher, in more than two
months since the original discussions, Smith had still not been pre-
sented with a contract for his consideration. —AFP 

Reaction to death 
of former England 
captain Bob Willis
LONDON: For English cricket fans who witnessed Bob Willis’s
ferocious spell of fast bowling to win the third Ashes test at
Headingley in 1981 it was an unforgettable and iconic sporting
afternoon. Willis’s former team mate Geoffrey Boycott had a
close-up view that day as the six foot six inch paceman with
the luxuriant curls ripped the Australian batting order to shreds.

Boycott joined the chorus of tributes to Willis after news of
the 70-year-old’s death on Wednesday, recalling the match-
winning spell of eight for 43 which secured Willis’s place in the
nation’s sporting folklore.

Here are a selection of tributes to England’s fourth-highest
Test wicket taker and the man nicknamed The Goose: “He was

not seeing anything else other than the batsman and the
stumps. He had blinkered vision, a bit like a racehorse gallop-
ing towards the finish line. “None of us needed to speak to
him. There was no point anyway as his focus, emotion and
passion all came together in that moment and he blew the
Aussies away.” —Geoffrey Boycott

“As a player he had a big heart, he’d run in, nearly 6ft 6ins,
and hit the pitch hard. At his peak was one of the best three
bowlers in the world.” “He was hugely admired all around the
world. Everybody knew who he was.” —former England
bowler Darren Gough.

“Just saw the news on Bob Willis and very sad indeed. Off air I
just loved listening to his great stories on how they played the game
back in the day.” —former South Africa fast bowler Allan Donald 

“He was a man that cared passionately about everything
to do with England cricket. He was one of England’s greatest
ever fast bowlers. Who would forget him charging down the
hill in the ‘81 Botham’s Ashes bowling the Aussies out in that
fantastic series.” —former England assistant coach and cur-
rent Warwickshire head coach Paul Farbrace. —Reuters


