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MADRID: Parents from around the globe yester-
day said governments locked in negotiations at
UN talks in Madrid must beat back the threat of
global warming to “give our children the future
that they deserve”. “Our children are being
handed a broken world on the verge of climate
chaos and ecological breakdown,” they said in an
open declaration from 222 associations in 27
countries. “As parents, seeing this is agonizing.”

The plea comes the day before young climate
strikers led by Swedish teen activist Greta Thun-
berg plan to march through the Spanish capital
under the Friday for Futures banner. The student-
led movement - sparked by Thunberg’s solo
protests last year outside Sweden’s parliament -
saw millions pour into the streets worldwide
ahead of a UN climate summit in September.
“Many of the delegates at COP25 are also par-
ents and we appeal to these delegates in partic-
ular,” the declaration said. “Addressing the
climate crisis is not the responsibility of our chil-

dren - it’s our job as adults and parents to act.”
The 12-day UN talks, under way since Mon-

day, are mired in the small print of the 2015 Paris
climate treaty’s “rule book”. Despite a crescendo
of public alarm, the world’s major carbon pol-
luters have shown little or no willingness to im-
prove on emissions reduction pledges that,
collectively, are not deep enough to prevent cat-
astrophic warming, scientists say. “Every person
in the negotiations has a responsibility to act to
ensure our children’s rights are safeguarded, and
to disregard vested corporate interests,” said Is-
abella Prata, a mother of two, from Parents for
Future Brazil.

‘Letting down humanity’ 
Protecting future generations is a recurring

leitmotif at the talks, echoed by leaders and
frontline diplomats alike. On Monday, as 40
heads of state took turns working similar themes,
Austrian President Alexander Van der Bellen at

one point held up a stuffed polar bear. “All of you,
just like me, are so-called decision-makers, and
probably have children or grandchildren who you
love,” he said in a scolding tone. “Think about
those children when you take a decision on be-
half of your country,” he said. “Because our chil-
dren will later think about us - about what we
did, or what we did not do.”  Costa Rica’s Presi-
dent Carlos Alvarado made it even more personal.
“I have a six-year-old kid,” he told a gathering of
leaders from climate-vulnerable nations. “If we
are not courageous enough to take action in these
weeks, we will not only be failing me and my kid,
we will be letting down humanity.” The Paris
Agreement calls for capping global warming at
“well below” two degrees Celsius above pre-in-
dustrial levels, but the greenhouse gas emissions
that drive climate change keep rising.

Scientists reported this week in Madrid that
CO2 emissions will rise just over 0.5 percent in
2019, to about 42 billion tonnes per year - the

equivalent of five million tons per hour. Earth’s
average surface temperature, which has already
gone up more than 1C, is on track to rise another
two or three degrees, even if nations keep their
Paris treaty promises. 

“At our current rate of emissions, we are dan-
gerously close to reaching tipping points which
could unravel human civilization within our own
and our children’s lifetimes,” the declaration said.
“We are at a turning point in the story of our
species, and you, the delegates of this influential
UN climate summit, have an opportunity to
choose what happens next. We know that you can
and we trust that you will.” In August, Thunberg -
who refuses to fly - set sail from England to New
York, and from there continued overland towards
Santiago, where the UN climate conference was
to be held. But the annual meet was transferred to
Madrid because of social unrest in the Chilean
capital, so Thunberg did a U-turn from the US
west coast, arriving Tuesday in Lisbon. — AFP 

Netanyahu presses 
Pompeo for more 
pressure on Iran 
LISBON: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu met US Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo in Portugal on Wednesday and called
for increased pressure on the “tottering” Iranian government. “I
think we have been fortunate that President Trump has led a con-
sistent policy of pressure against Iran. Iran’s aggression is growing,
but its empire is tottering,” Netanyahu said in Lisbon. “And I say,
let’s make it totter even further,” he added. 

Netanyahu stressed that Iran was the main subject of his meet-
ing with Pompeo, adding “the second subject is Iran, and so is the
third”. Pompeo, in a tweet, said it had been a “productive meeting”.
“We discussed efforts to counter Iran’s destabilizing influence in
the region, the importance of economic cooperation with regional
partners and other issues related to Israel’s security,” he added.

The question of how to create Middle East stability when
“there are anti-Iran protests taking place in Baghdad, anti-Iranian
protests taking place in Beirut,” was a key issue in talks held on
the margins of a NATO summit which ended in London earlier
Wednesday, Pompeo told reporters before leaving Lisbon. Israel,
which is widely believed to have the Middle East’s sole but unde-
clared nuclear arsenal, has for years accused Iran of seeking to
obtain nuclear weapons and strongly opposed a 2015 agreement
designed to address the concerns of major powers.

‘Should be ashamed’ 
Trump, a strong Netanyahu ally, unilaterally pulled the United

States out of the deal in May last year and reimposed crippling
sanctions. Netanyahu, who is fighting for his political life after an
indictment on graft charges, has hailed the Trump sanctions. Israel
believes they have squeezed the Iranian economy, prompting the
government to raise fuel prices - sparking nationwide protests.

Lebanon and Iraq, both countries where Iran has significant in-
fluence, have also seen major demonstrations. Netanyahu criticized
European governments that have signed up to a barter system that
would allow Iran to trade without fear of US sanctions. Six new
European countries agreed to support the Instex system and Ne-
tanyahu said that “instead of supporting American sanctions, they
are weakening them. That’s not right. “They should be ashamed of

themselves. While people are risking their lives and dying on the
streets of Tehran, they are giving sustenance and support to this
tyrannical regime,” he said before meeting with Pompeo.

Graft charges 
Netanyahu, who was last month indicted on a variety of graft

charges and faces a third election within a year after deadlocked
polls in April and September, has been bolstered by a number of
landmark steps taken by Trump. He is Israel’s longest serving prime
minister but he is serving in a caretaker capacity after the incon-
clusive elections. Wednesday’s meeting was the first between the
two men since Pompeo announced last month that the United
States no longer considered Jewish settlements in the West Bank
to be illegal. The announcement broke with decades of interna-
tional consensus that the settlements are illegal and a major barrier
to peace with the Palestinians. The US position offered a boost to
Netanyahu as he threatens to annex much of the West Bank, a step
that would severely impede the long-held Palestinian hope for a
separate state.

More than 600,000 Israelis live in settlements in the occu-
pied West Bank and east Jerusalem, alongside around three mil-
lion Palestinians. Among previous steps, Trump earlier
recognized bitterly contested Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and
cut off US funding for the UN body that supports Palestinian
refugees. Pompeo also met Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio
Costa and Foreign Minister Augusto Santos Silva before flying
on to Morocco yesterday. — AFP 

Vaping linked to 
rare lung disease
PARIS: Doctors treating a patient with a rare lung disease
usually caused by exposure to industrial metals say it may
instead be the first case linked to vaping. Electronic ciga-
rettes are sold as safer alternatives to traditional tobacco
products and as aids to stop smoking. But they have been
implicated in a growing number of recent deaths and health
alerts, especially in the United States.

Researchers at the University of California San Francisco
said the patient had hard-metal pneumoconiosis, typically
found in people exposed to metals such as cobalt or tungsten
used in tool sharpening or diamond polishing. It causes a per-
sistent cough and breathing difficulties, and leaves tell-tale
scarring on lung tissue. Kirk Jones, Clinical Professor of
Pathology at UCSF, said “this patient did not have any known
exposure to hard metal, so we identified the use of an e-cig-
arette as a possible cause.”

The case study, published in the European Respiratory
Journal, said that when researchers tested the patient’s e-cig-
arette, which was used with cannabis, they found cobalt in
the vapor it released, as well as other toxic metals - nickel,
aluminium, manganese, lead and chromium. This was similar
to other studies, suggesting that the metals were coming from
the heating coils found in vaping devices, rather than from
any particular type of refill - as has been previously thought.

“Exposure to cobalt dust is extremely rare outside of a
few specific industries,” Rupal Shah, assistant professor of
medicine at UCSF, was quoted as saying. “This is the first
known case of a metal-induced toxicity in the lung that has
followed from vaping and it has resulted in long-term, prob-
ably permanent, scarring of the patient’s lungs,” he said.

An accompanying European Respiratory Society editorial
on stopping smoking rejected the use of e-cigarettes as an
aid, saying it was “based on well-meaning but incorrect or
undocumented claims or assumptions”. Editorial co-author
Jorgen Vestbo, Professor of Respiratory Medicine at the Uni-
versity of Manchester, said “E-cigarettes are harmful, they
cause nicotine addiction and can never substitute for evi-
dence-based smoking cessation tools.” — AFP
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LISBON: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo (left) meets Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Wednesday. — AFP 


