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Devils lose to Knights after 
firing head coach John Hynes

NEWARK: Jonathan Marchessault scored a natural
hat trick in a span of less than nine minutes before the
midway point of the third period Tuesday night for the
visiting Vegas Golden Knights, who beat the New
Jersey Devils 4-3 in Newark, N.J. — just hours after
the Devils fired head coach John Hynes. The win was
the season-high fourth in a row for the Golden
Knights, who also received a second-period goal from
Chandler Stephenson in his first game with the club.
Stephenson was acquired from the Washington
Capitals on Monday. Goalie Malcolm Subban made 32
saves for Vegas. Kyle Palmieri, Jesper Bratt and Nico
Hischier scored for the Devils, who have lost three
straight and six of eight. Goalie Mackenzie Blackwood
recorded 26 saves. The Devils, whose 22 points leave
them mired in 30th place in the 31-team NHL,
replaced Hynes with Alain Nasreddine a day after the
team allowed five goals in the first period of a 7-1 loss
to the Buffalo Sabres. New Jersey lost Hynes’ last two
games by a combined 11-1 and gave up 11 goals over a
two-game span five times this season.

CANUCKS 5, SENATORS 2
Antoine Rousse l , Tanner  Pearson, E l ias

Pettersson and Zack MacEwen scored first-period
goals, and Thatcher Demko had a career-high 40
saves to lead host Vancouver past Ottawa. Oscar
Fantenberg also scored a goal, and Adam Gaudette
and Chris Tanev each had two assists for Vancouver
on a night when the team inducted Alex Burrows
into its Ring of Honour. Jean-Gabriel Pageau and
Tyler Ennis scored goals for Ottawa, which lost its
fifth straight game. Vancouver has won two of three.
Senators goalie Anders Nilsson stopped just 11 of
the 15 shots he faced before being replaced at the
start of the second period by Marcus Hogberg, who
finished with 13 saves.

CANADIENS 4, ISLANDERS 2
Phillip Danault, Shea Weber and Brendan Gallagher

each had a goal and an assist as Montreal snapped an
eight-game winless streak with a victory over visiting
New York. After going 0-5-3 in their previous eight
games, the Canadiens ended their slump with one of
their best all-around efforts this season. Montreal also
got a goal from Jeff Petry, and Carey Price made 21
saves. The Islanders took their first regulation loss in

their past 16 outings (14-1-1) against Eastern
Conference opponents. New York got goals from
Scott Mayfield and Mathew Barzal.

BRUINS 2, HURRICANES 0
Charlie Coyle and David Krejci scored late in the

third period to back Jaroslav Halak in net as host
Boston blanked Carolina. Halak made 24 saves to earn
his second shutout of the season in his 500th NHL
game as the Bruins extended their winning streak to
eight. Boston also is riding a 12-game point streak (9-
0-3) and remains the only team undefeated in regula-
tion at home (12-0-4). James Reimer stopped 32 shots
for the Hurricanes, who have lost three of four.

WILD 4, PANTHERS 2
Rookie defenseman Carson Soucy scored the go-

ahead goal and Kaapo Kahkonen won a battle
between newcomer goalies. Minnesota, which over-
came a 2-0 second-period deficit to win its fourth
straight game, also got goals from Jason Zucker, Mats
Zuccarello and Luke Kunin (empty-netter). Zucker
also had an assist, and Zuccarello has 24 points in 22
career games against the Panthers. It was the second
career goal for Soucy, who gave Minnesota a 3-2 lead
with 15:11 left in the third period.

FLYERS 6, MAPLE LEAFS 1
Travis Konecny had one goal and one assist to lift

host Philadelphia. Scott Laughton, Claude Giroux, Joel
Farabee, Shayne Gostisbehere and James van
Riemsdyk each added a goal, while Phil Myers had
three assists for the Flyers, who won their fifth in a
row. The Flyers also improved to 9-1-4 at home. Flyers
goaltender Carter Hart stopped 27 shots.

COYOTES 4, BLUE JACKETS 2
Carl Soderberg collected a goal and two assists and

Darcy Kuemper made 33 saves as Arizona defeated
host Columbus. Clayton Keller, Christian Fischer and
Lawson Crouse also tallied for Arizona, which snapped
a modest two-game skid overall and improved to 9-3-
3 on the road this season. Defenseman Dean Kukan
scored his first career NHL goal, Alexandre Texier also
tallied, and Joonas Korpisalo turned aside 24 shots for
the Blue Jackets, who fell to 8-2-0 in their past 10
encounters with the Coyotes.

LIGHTNING 3, PREDATORS 2 (OT)
Nikita Kucherov scored 2:35 into overtime, and

Tampa Bay ended a three-game losing streak.
Kucherov, stationed to the right of Nashville goalie
Pekka Rinne, tipped a pass from Steven Stamkos for
his 10th goal of the season. The reigning Hart
Memorial Trophy winner (MVP) also had an assist in
the game, and he has four goals and eight assists dur-
ing a six-game point streak. Victor Hedman and
Ondrej Palat also scored for Tampa Bay. Stamkos had
two assists, and Andrei Vasilevskiy made 30 saves.
Kyle Turris had a goal and an assist, and Calle
Jarnkrok also scored for Nashville, which lost its sec-
ond straight game. Rinne made 28 saves.

JETS 5, STARS 1
Kyle Connor had a goal and two assists to help host

Winnipeg defeat Dallas. Nikolaj Ehlers, Josh
Morrissey, Mark Scheifele and Patrik Laine each had a

goal and an assist for Winnipeg. Connor Hellebuyck,
who came in tied with Boston’s Tuukka Rask for the
second-best save percentage in the NHL (.933), made
27 saves. Miro Heiskanen scored and Anton Khudobin
made 25 saves for Dallas, which came into the game
with the same record after 28 games as last season
(15-10-3).

CAPITALS 5, SHARKS 2
Garnet Hathaway and Jakub Vrana both scored

twice to pace Washington to a victory at San Jose.
John Carlson added one goal and two assists, and Nic
Dowd registered two assists for the Capitals. Braden
Holtby provided a 23-save performance in the win.
Melker Karlsson and Evander Kane scored for the
Sharks. Kane, however, is likely facing a suspension
after he was given a major penalty and game miscon-
duct for a third-period elbow to the head of Radko
Gudas.— Reuters

NEWARK: Chandler Stephenson #20 of the Vegas Golden Knights collides with Ryan Reaves #75 during the third
period against the New Jersey Devils at the Prudential Center in Newark, New Jersey. — AFP

LONDON: Former England captain and fearsome
pace bowler Bob Willis has died aged 70, his fam-
ily announced yesterday. Willis, who captained his
country between 1982 and 1984, played in 90 Test
matches with his most memorable performance
taking eight for 43 in the Australian second innings
of the third Ashes Test in 1981.

“We are heartbroken to lose our beloved Bob,
who was an incredible husband, father, brother
and grandfather,” read the Willis family statement.
“He made a huge impact on everybody he knew
and we will miss him terribly.” — AFP

Bob Willis dead

Roussel scores in first game back as Canucks rout Senators

NEW DELHI: India’s new Under-19 World Cup skipper
Priyam Garg credits his rise to the captaincy to his “super-
hero” widower dad, who delivered newspapers and sold
milk to fund his cricket training. The 19-year-old Garg, a
top-order batsman, was appointed captain of the junior
Indian team that will defend its title in the 50-over event
starting January 17 in South Africa. But Garg, who hails
from a small town near the northern city of Meerut, said
the journey thus far would not have been possible without
the sacrifices of his father Naresh. “My father sold milk,
distributed newspapers and drove school vans to fund my
training,” Garg told AFP by phone from Bangalore.

“He used to give me money even when he did not have
enough for himself. It is his hard work and blessing that
made me see this day. He is my superhero.” Garg has been
a prolific run-scorer in junior and domestic cricket, hitting
a first-class double century for his state side Uttar Pradesh
last year.

The youngest of five siblings, Garg lost his mother in
2011 and admits that family support remained key in keep-
ing his focus on playing professionally cricket intact. “I lost
my mother in 2011 and it was an emotional time for me. I
was shattered and it was dad and family that made me get
over that tough period,” said Garg.

“We had trouble making both ends meet. It wasn’t an
easy life and mum’s death made matters worse. But now
things have improved. Dad has his transport business
which is doing okay.” It was either dad or his three sisters
— their other brother is a pharmacist — who travelled
with Garg to the cricket academy that was 20 kilometres

(12 miles) from home. “I have been playing cricket since the
age of six. At eight I joined Victoria Park (in Meerut) and
started to pursue the game seriously,” said Garg. “My father
or my sisters would accompany me on bus rides which were
long but fun because family was there. I was never alone.”

Garg, a self-confessed Sachin Tendulkar fan, said he can
never repay his father for what he has done and doing well
for India in the World Cup will be the ultimate gift for his
family. “I am just focusing on playing well for my team in
the World Cup,” he said.

“I am huge Sachin Tendulkar fan and he will always
be my inspiration. In current cricket I follow Rohit
Sharma.” For Garg though there is no lack of inspiration
in the U-19 World Cup with India winning the title four
times under Mohammad Kaif, Virat Kohli, Unmukt
Chand and Prithvi Shaw. The Indian team, which has put
up a training camp in Bangalore, will begin their cam-
paign against Sri Lanka on January 19 in Bloemfontein.
The 16-team event will conclude with the finals in
Potchefstroom on February 9. — AFP

India’s U-19 skipper 
pays tribute to 
‘superhero’ dad

Priyam Garg with Rahul Dravid

WELLINGTON: Jeet Raval’s run of poor
form is the only major concern for New
Zealand as they head across the Tasman Sea
looking to win a first test series in Australia
since 1985 but coach Gary Stead still has
confidence the opening batsman will come
good. Raval scored 19, 5 and 0 in his three
innings of New Zealand’s 1-0 series victory
over England, which the hosts clinched on
Tuesday. The left-hander has scored a com-
bined 88 runs, with a high of 33, in his last 10
innings since notching his maiden test centu-
ry against Bangladesh in February.

Stead, however, said Raval was still their
best option against an Australian pace bat-
tery that includes Mitchell Starc, Pat
Cummins and Josh Hazlewood. “Jeet didn’t
have a strong series but we’ve got confidence
in him as an opening bat,” he told reporters in
Hamilton.

“He’s got a very good record with Tom
(Latham) and they’ve forged a really strong
opening partnership for us. “He eats into a
good number of balls - 75 balls on average -

and he’s done it over a good period of time
so far. I’m confident he can get us away to
the start that we want.”

Despite his lack of form, Raval was never
in danger of being dropped for the Australia
series, which starts in Perth on Dec. 12, with
the side having few other options to open the
batting.

Martin Guptill and Hamish Rutherford
have failed to make the most of their oppor-
tunities while the uncapped Will Young had
shoulder surgery earlier this year and is
expected to be out of action for 10 months.

Some pundits have suggested middle
order batsman Henry Nicholls or wicket-
keeper BJ Watling, who started his career at
the top of the order, could be promoted to
open, with Tom Blundell taking the gloves
from Watling.

However, both those options could upset
the balance of the batting lineup, especially in
the middle order where Nicholls, Watling,
Colin de Grandhomme and Mitchell Santner
have enjoyed success.—Reuters

England’s bowlers 
took huge lessons 
from NZ tour: Root
WELLINGTON: England’s bowlers will have learned a
lot from their series defeat to New Zealand, particularly
in terms of how to battle through adversity on flat
wickets, which will stand them in good stead for the
tour of South Africa, captain Joe Root has said.

The England attack were heavily criticized in media
back home for their lack of penetration and inability to
adapt to two relatively benign pitches at Bay Oval and
Seddon Park, which led to a 1-0 series loss on Tuesday.

“We’ve now seen what it can be like if the surfaces
do get like this with the Kookaburra ball,” Root told
Britain’s Sky Sports. “We have to learn very quickly and
take that forward into those four games.

“You’ve got to learn from the opposition as well.
“You look at someone like Neil Wagner - he’s got a big
heart, a big engine, and keeps running.

“And that’s what you want, you want guys who, time
and time again, want to be putting themselves in that
position, to keep wanting to create chances and keep
trying to change the game.”

New Zealand left-arm seamer Wagner was named
man-of-the-series after he finished with 13 wickets,
which included successive five-wicket hauls. Root said
the series would have been a shock to the system for
England fast bowler Jofra Archer, who made an explo-
sive entrance to test cricket during the Ashes series at
home against Australia earlier this year.— Reuters

Stead confident Raval will find 
form as NZ head to Australia

CAPE TOWN: Cricket South Africa
(CSA) will host a special board meet-
ing on Saturday as the governing body
seeks to address a series of controver-
sies that threaten to overshadow a
high-profile four-test home series
against England.

Tuesday’s resignation of respected
board member Shirley Zinn was the
latest setback for CSA Chief Executive
Officer Thabang Moroe, who has had
to answer questions about its declin-
ing balance sheet and its treatment of
the media after five journalists had
their accreditations revoked.

The organisation has also yet to
appoint a permanent director of crick-
et following the decision not to renew
the contract of Ottis Gibson in August,
with a little over three weeks to go
before the start of England series.

Zinn told South Africa’s Daily
Maverick she saw little way forward
for the organisation under Moroe’s
leadership. “I came to the conclusion
that after all sorts of efforts to try and
improve, speak to the situation and to
try and affect change at board level, I
had to resign,” the newspaper quoted
her as saying yesterday.

“We fall from one crisis to another
and there is no end in sight. I some-
how felt if I put up my hand and took
this step, for what it’s worth, I might
propel this forward in some way.”

Standard Bank, a major CSA
sponsor, called an urgent meeting
with Moroe on Monday to discuss,
among the things, why the organisa-
tion withdrew the accreditation of
five journalists deemed critical of his
leadership.— Reuters

CSA lurching from crisis to
crisis ahead of England series


