
MOSCOW: In Russia, where criticism of
the authorities can lead to dire conse-
quences, the head of the country’s anti-
doping agency Yury Ganus has openly
accused officials of tampering with data
handed to the global watchdog.

“It’s dangerous but it’s my mission,” the
head of RUSADA told AFP, asked if he felt
afraid after assigning blame to the sports
ministry and Russian law enforcement.

The executive of the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) is to meet in Lausanne,
Switzerland on Monday to decide on a pro-
posed four-year international ban of
Russian athletes over the handling of dop-
ing allegations.

A WADA panel has accused Moscow of
falsifying data handed over to investigators,
including evidence under the control of the
country’s powerful Investigative Committee.
Russia has reacted to the proposal with
allegations of a Western conspiracy, but
Ganus — who took the helm of RUSADA in
2017 — has emerged as a surprising critic
of the authorities. 

In speeches and articles, he has called
for President Vladimir Putin to intervene
and attacked the sports minister, Pavel
Kolobkov. This despite the fact that two ex-

chiefs of RUSADA, Vyacheslav Sinev and
Nikita Kamayev, died suddenly within two
weeks of each other in 2016 and the former
head of Russia’s anti-doping laboratory,
Grigory Rodchenkov, lives in hiding in the
United States.

“Russia needs to put its own house in
order,” Ganus told AFP in late October,
predicting that the ban — which would see
Russia out of the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo
and the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing —
would be upheld. Sports minister Kolobkov
doesn’t hide his irritation at Ganus, a com-
pelling communicator who is comfortable
dealing with the media. 

“The manipulation the head of RUSADA
is talking about does not exist,” Kolobkov
said last month. In his Moscow office,
Ganus showed off a poster representing
RUSADA as an icebreaker ship clearing a
path for a crowd of clean athletes. The tall,
grey-haired 55-year-old, who can easily
switch from a charming smile to an intimi-
dating glare, did not come from a sports
background.

REALLY ‘MR CLEAN’? 
“In my youth I did some wrestling and

played handball,” he said, displaying his big

hands. After studying law, he planned to
work in law enforcement but ended up in
business, including shipping and heavy
industry. He took the helm of RUSADA
without any special knowledge of sports or
science.

He was chosen as a candidate who could
inspire confidence in a renewed RUSADA
and was untarnished by its central role in
the doping scandal. He said he applied for
the job after seeing an ad on a recruitment
site. A committee of experts chose him out
of hundreds of candidates.

Ganus said he was moved by the plight
of clean athletes, particularly those with
dreams of competing in the Paralympics
that were being thwarted by dishonesty.

Not everyone in anti-doping circles
accepts this “Mr Clean” image at face val-
ue, with some suggesting that Ganus is part
of a Machiavellian plot by devious Moscow.

They say that Ganus, by stressing
RUSADA’s innocence and lack of involve-
ment in the latest tampering, makes the
Russian agency unlikely to be punished as
non-compliant by the Court of Arbitration
for Sport. This could pave the way for
Russian athletes to participate in the
Olympic Games. “The best defence, if the

data has been manipulated, is to give the
appearance that he is independent... But he
is not independent,” Travis Tygart, the head
of the US Anti-Doping Agency, told AFP.  

“I think it’s a game and it’s a well-orches-
trated game.” But another source involved in

anti-doping gave the opposite view. “I want
to believe Yuri Ganus is sincere,” the source
said on condition of anonymity, praising the
RUSADA chief for “enormous progress in
these proceedings and towards greater
independence”. — AFP
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MOSCOW: In this file photo taken on October 22, 2019 Russia’s anti-doping agency (RUSADA)
director general Yury Ganus gestures during an interview with AFP in Moscow. — AFP

KUWAIT: Two days left for the National Bank of
Kuwait (NBK) walkathon. The Walkathon will be held
on Saturday, 7th December 2019. 

NBK Group CEO Issam J. Al Sager, NBK-Kuwait
Deputy CEO Sulaiman Barrak Al Marzouq, and other
NBK executives were welcomed at the NBK
Walkathon center as they prepared to take part in the

7th of December event.
19,600 of participants have signed up for this

annual festival. NBK’s Walkathon is marked by a vari-
ety of fun, entertainment and health awareness activi-
ties.  NBK will award the top 10 winners in each cat-
egory, and will give away two brand new Renault cars
from Al Babtain Group, as grand prizes during the

Walkathon along with many other valuable prizes.
Ten winners will be selected from each of the 10

categories of participants. The walk for both the
female and male participants will start from the Green
Island on the Gulf Road to the Shuwaikh Beach Park,
parallel to the Gulf Road, next to KPC building for a
distance of 11 Km.

NBK strongly supports sporting events and
encourages various sporting activities as means to
promote a healthier and more active lifestyle for
members of the community. Throughout the year,
NBK also organizes several social awareness pro-
grams including Educational, Environmental, Health
and many other active initiatives.

Two days left for NBK Walkathon 

Tiger Woods’ ‘aura’
has dimmed, says Els
SYDNEY: Ernie Els yesterday said Tiger Woods has
lost some of his aura but the skipper of the
International team will not be under-estimating his
superstar counterpart at the Presidents Cup next week.

Woods is captaining and playing for the United
States at the biennial matchplay showdown at Royal
Melbourne, and one of Els’ key decisions will be who
plays the 15-time major-winner in the singles on
Sunday. The big South African has seven rookies in his
12-man team, but he also has a core of experienced
players such as Adam Scott, Louis Oosthuizen and
Marc Leishman.

Els said he would decide who faces Woods after
seeing how they perform in the three days of fourballs
and foursomes, but suggested it would not be a new-
comer. “I don’t want to have a guy feel overwhelmed,”
he said in Sydney ahead of the Australian Open, where
Els will play from Thursday alongside a handful of his
Presidents Cup team.

“I will not put a guy in there that’s going to feel that
way. I’ll see who is going to feel like he’s really got the
best chance against Tiger.

“I don’t think today he has the same kind of aura he
had in the past. It’s different,” added Els, himself a
matchplay specialist but will only be captain in
Melbourne. “It’s more of a celebrity kind of aura. But
he’s still very competitive. He’s won the Masters and he
won in Japan (both this year). 

“When Tiger is healthy, he can play at a very high
level. But he’s not what he used to be consistently.
That’s just what age does. But we’ll see when we get to
Melbourne.” The United States go into the tournament
as heavy favourites, boasting some of the world’s top-
ranked players such as Woods, Dustin Johnson and
Justin Thomas.

They have won all but one edition in the event’s 25-
year history, with Melbourne in 1998 the exception.

Els said he had a good idea of what his pairings
would be for the opening day of fourballs next
Thursday, without giving anything away.

“There are a couple of pairings that are kind of nat-
ural pairings, if you can call it that, but I’m looking at it
in a different way, not just a personality way.” he said.
“I’m looking at how the guys can really perform
together. — AFP

Ernie Els

Tokyo 2020 
marathon, race walk
events rescheduled 
TOKYO: The women’s marathon at the Tokyo 2020
Olympics and all the race walks have been rescheduled,
following the controversial decision taken in October
to move the events out of the capital 800 kilometres
north to the city of Sapporo.

Tokyo 2020 organisers announced the rescheduling
yesterday, following discussions with the International
Olympic Committee and World Athletics, to ease the
burden on National Olympic Committees and athletes
travelling to northern Japan. It now means that all the
marathon and race walk events are scheduled to be
held on four consecutive days, from August 6 to 9, with
the men’s marathon remaining on the final day of the
Games, as per tradition.

“Athletes’ health and well-being are always at the
heart of our concerns, and the decision to move the
marathon and race walk events to Sapporo shows how
seriously we take such concerns,” the IOC’s Athletes’
Commission chair, Kirsty Coventry, said in a statement.

Both marathons will start at 7.00 am local time
(2200 GMT). The women’s marathon was initially set
for Aug. 2. The IOC stunned Games organisers in
October by announcing the marathon, one of the most
prestigious events at any Olympics and one especially
beloved in Japan, would be moved to the northern
Japanese city of Sapporo to avoid the worst of Tokyo’s
summer heat.

Tokyo temperatures in July and August, when the
city will host the Games, regularly exceed 30 degrees
Celsius with high humidity adding to the discomfort.
Additionally, organisers wanted to make travelling to
Sapporo as easy as possible for National Olympics
Committees (NOCs).

“There are some countries with the same person
(coaches and officials) taking charge of both marathon
and race-walking, or the same person taking charge of
both male and female events,” explained Tokyo 2020
CEO Toshiro Muto yesterday. “They (would) have to
go back and forth (if marathon and race-walking are
held in separate schedule)... and it produces extra
costs. “So there was a request to make the schedule as
consecutive as possible.”

The October decision did not go down well with
organisers, who had already done extensive planning
for the events, including a series of cooling measures
for the athletes, nor with the Tokyo governor, who
reluctantly consented to the move. — Reuters

Shorts should be
allowed at golf
tournaments:
Garcia
SYDNEY: Spanish great Sergio Garcia
yesterday said players should be allowed
to wear shorts at more golf tournaments
after the European Tour permitted the
move for the first time last week. With
temperatures reaching 40 degrees
Celsius (104 Fahrenheit) during the
Alfred Dunhill Championship in South
Africa, organisers relaxed their strict
rules against shorts.

Former Masters champion Garcia
said it was a long overdue move and
should be introduced more widely.

“I would love to see that. I’ve said it
many times — I think at the end of the
day, having the possibility of playing
with shorts it only kind of brings us
together to the supporters,” he said

ahead of the Australian Open in Sydney.
“Because when you go to a course,

unless it’s winter and it’s really cold, if it’s
spring or summer and the temperatures
are nice, when you go to a normal
course, 90 percent of the people are
wearing shorts.

“So I think the connection would feel
even closer. It probably will happen but
we don’t know exactly when.”

While golfers wear shorts during
practice rounds and at pre-tournament
pro-ams, they were not permitted during
competitions until the searing heat in
South Africa brought a change of heart.

Women can wear shorts on the vari-
ous professional circuits, including
Europe, Asia and the United States.

The European Tour said the relax-
ation in the rules only applied to the
Alfred Dunhill Championship tourna-
ment for now. Some golfers took up the
opportunity in South Africa, but many
stuck with long trousers.

Garcia is in Sydney looking to add
another Open title to his name, hav-
ing already won his native Spanish
Open, the Irish Open and this year’s
Dutch Open. — AFP

Tiger Woods
turns down
Saudi event, 
backs Mickelson
MIAMI: Former world number one
Tiger Woods said on Tuesday he had
turned down offers to play in the Saudi
International golf tournament, but
defended the right of players to partici-
pate in the event.

Speaking on the eve of the Hero
World Challenge in the Bahamas, Woods
said he had rejected approaches to play
in Saudi Arabia despite appearance fees
reportedly in the region of $3 million (2.7
million euros). 

“I just don’t want to go over there,”
Woods told ESPN. “It’s a long way.”
Golfers part icipating in the Saudi
International faced criticism at the
inaugural event last year, which took
place just months after the killing of
US-based Saudi journal ist  Jamal

Khashoggi in October 2018.
ESPN reported Woods had first

turned down an approach from organis-
ers to play in the 2019 event prior to
Khashoggi’s murder, and rejected a sec-
ond offer to play in the 2020 tournament,
which takes place from January 30 to
February 2.

Woods’ comments came after Phil
Mickelson became the latest golfer to
confirm he would play the event next
year. Mickelson’s decision means he will
miss next year’s Phoenix Open for the
first time since 1990. The move prompt-
ed dismay on social media.

“You’re better than taking the mon-
ey grab from a corrupt regime,” wrote
one commenter on Twitter. “Come on,
Phil.” Mickelson addressed the com-
ment directly. “I’m excited to go play
and see a place in the world I’ve never
been,” he wrote. 

“I understand those who are upset or
disappointed. You’ll be ok. I’m excited to
experience this for the first time.” Asked
about the criticism of Mickelson’s deci-
sion on Tuesday, Woods said he believed
the tournament could help grow golf in
Saudi Arabia. —AFP


