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Actor Ahmed Best arrives at the
Premiere Of Warner Bros. 

A Star Wars logo sign is seen atop a popcorn machine inside Rancho Obi-Wan, the
world’s largest private collection of Star Wars memorabilia, in Petaluma, California.
— AFP photos This file photo shows French hotel business

union’s president Andre Daguin. Andre
Daguin, 84, died in Auch on December 3,
2019, according to his daughter. — AFP 

An artwork entitled ‘Collective Conscience’ by Colombian artist Oscar Murillo, is pictured during the press view of the
four artists shortlisted for the Turner Prize 2019, at the Turner Contemporary in Margate, southeast England. — AFP 

In a gesture of unity at what they called a time of
political crisis, four British artists broke with tradition
by choosing to share the 2019 Turner Prize. The

nominees for the country’s most prestigious award for
young artists - Lawrence Abu Hamdan, Helen

Cammock, Oscar Murillo and Tai Shani - made their
request in a letter to judges ahead of Tuesday evening’s
ceremony in the southeastern coastal town of Margate.

“At this time of political crisis in Britain and much of
the world... we feel strongly motivated to use the occa-

sion of the prize to make a collective statement,” they
wrote. The panel agreed they should split the 40,000
pound ($51,300) prize - awarded annually for an out-
standing exhibition by an artist born or working in
Britain - equally. The spirit of collectivity was also in

evidence at this year’s Booker Prize for English-lan-
guage fiction, which was jointly awarded to Canadian
Margaret Atwood and Briton Bernardine Evaristo in
October. — Reuters

French chef Andre Daguin,
credited with inventing the
magret de canard dish

emblematic of southwestern France
and making the rich duck delicacy
famous worldwide, has died aged
84, his family said. He died peace-
fully on Tuesday at his home in
Auch, near Toulouse, after a strug-
gle with cancer, his daughter
Ariane Daguin said. He took over
the Hotel de France restaurant in
Auch from his father, receiving his
first Michelin star in 1960 and
another a decade later. It was there
that he dreamt up the magret de
canard dish, made from the breast
of a duck (or a goose) that has
been fattened for foie gras.

The extra fat gives the meat a

succulent, melt-in-the-mouth taste
that rapidly won over diners in
France as well as abroad. “He was
the one who ‘invented’ the magret
de canard, promoting it through his
restaurant,” said Roland Heguy, the
president of France’s union of
hoteliers UMIH. “He had a person-
ality and unique charisma. He had a
great presence, always with a beret
on his head, and gave a lot of color
to his profession,” he added. “A
great chef has left us. He was a man
committed to defending home-
grown produce and French cui-
sine,” wrote Guillaume Gomez, the
head chef at the Elysee Palace, on
Twitter.  —  AFP 

Jar Jar Binks actor 

to host ‘Star Wars’
TV game show

Star Wars fans will get a chance to enter the Jedi
ranks in a new Disney+ TV game show - if they
can stomach the return of the much-maligned Jar

Jar Binks. “Star Wars: Jedi Temple Challenge” will be
hosted by Ahmed Best, who played the bumbling,
comedic alien sidekick regularly voted the sci-fi fran-
chise’s most hated character. The live-action game show
will appear on Disney’s new on-demand streaming plat-
form Disney, which launched in the US last month with a

flagship new scripted Star Wars series “The
Mandalorian.”

Young contestants will take on challenges in three
locations including a forest planet, on board a star cruis-
er, and inside a Jedi temple, Disney said Tuesday. The
competition will test “core Jedi principles of strength,
knowledge, and bravery,” and will feature iconic Star
Wars elements such as lightsabers, hyperspace, the Force
and the dark side, a statement said.

However Best - a musician and former “Stomp” cast
member - will shun his Jar Jar Binks character this time,
and instead play a Jedi master who will serve as host and
mentor to contestants. Mary Holland (“Veep”) will co-
host as a “humanoid droid companion.” Disney+ execu-
tive Dan Silver described the show, launching in 2020, as
“a totally new format for the franchise.” It is produced by
Disney-owned Lucasfilm and Endeavor Content.— AFP 

South Korean actor Cha In-ha was found dead in his
home, police said yesterday, the country’s third
young celebrity to die in the past two months amid

growing debate about the intense social pressures artists
face. In an unrelated case, K-pop star Kang Daniel’s man-
agement agency Konnect Entertainment said the former
member of the hit boy band Wanna One had decided to
take a break from his performing schedules due to
“depression and panic attacks.”

The agency said the 22-year-old has recently been
showing “frequent signs of worsening health and anxiety.”
Kang was a former member of the 11-member Wanna One
which went on to become one of the biggest K-pop acts
after its debut in 2017. He went solo in 2018. While South
Korea’s pop culture mostly projects a wholesome image
on stage and screen, it has recently been marred by a
series of untimely deaths and criminal cases that have
revealed a darker side of the industry.

A police official told Reuters that Cha, 27, was found
dead on Tuesday and that the cause of the death was not
immediately known. Cha, whose real name is Lee Jae-ho,
made his film debut in 2017 and was previously a member
of the five-member boy band Surprise U, which released
two albums. The singer-actor had left an Instagram post
the day before he was found dead, a single line message to
his fans: “Everyone be careful not to catch the cold.”

There were no reports to suggest he had been subject-
ed to the kind of personal attacks and cyber bullying that
other K-pop artists have received. His talent agency

Fantagio in a statement expressed “the deepest mourning
for his passing” and asked the public and the media to
refrain from spreading stories about his death. Cha’s death
comes after a popular K-pop singer, Koo Hara, 28, was
found dead at her home last month. She had been subject-
ed to personal attacks on social media.

Her death followed the apparent suicide of a fellow
K-pop star, Sulli, a former member of girl group f(x), in
October. Sulli, 25, had spoken out against cyber bully-
ing. The cases have cast a dark cloud over the K-pop
craze, one of South Korea’s most successful soft power
exports, and brought a renewed focus on personal
attacks and cyber bullying of young stars that goes
largely unpunished.

Lee Maria, a 52-year-old office worker, said it was
heartbreaking to see talented young artists making “tragic
choices” but what was more alarming was the prospect of
their fans seeking to emulate their actions. Kim Dae-han, a
Seoul resident who said he was the same age as Cha, said
his view of the celebrities had changed after the recent
deaths: “I think they might be in pain even though their life
looks very fancy.” The industry has also been hit by a
series of sex scandals. Last week, two male former K-pop
band members were convicted of sexual assaults and sen-
tenced to prison terms. — Reuters 

This year’s prestigious Turner Prize will be shared by
all four shortlisted artists after they formed a col-
lective to show solidarity at a time of global “politi-

cal crisis”, in a shock win announced Tuesday. Oscar
Murillo, Lawrence Abu Hamdan, Helen Cammock and Tai
Shani were all named winners on Tuesday evening at a
ceremony at the Turner Contemporary gallery in the sea-
side town of Margate, in southeast England. 

The four - who had not met each other before being
shortlisted - will split the £40,000 ($52,000, 47,000
euros) prize money for one of the world’s most presti-
gious awards for visual and contemporary art. British
Vogue magazine editor Edward Enninful, who announced
the prize, called the decision “incredible”.

Ahead of the announcement, the four had sent a plea
to the judges explaining their reasons for forming the
collective. “At this time of political crisis in Britain and
much of the world, when there is already so much that
divides and isolates people and communities, we feel
strongly motivated to use the occasion of the Prize to
make a collective statement in the name of commonality,
multiplicity and solidarity — in art as in society,” they
wrote.

More than 60,000 people have already seen the
works by the four shortlisted artists since they went on
display at the gallery in Margate in September. “We each
work with specific issues, but it doesn’t mean that we see
those things in separation from each other,” said Abu
Hamdan. “The condition of a competition would actually
turn the messages away from each other.”

Turner Contemporary director Victoria Pomery has
described their work as “fantastic exhibitions”. Murillo
had been the favorite to win. His work draws on his
experiences of growing up in Colombia, before moving
to London aged 11. He combines his roots in Latin
America with Western art, to create sculptures, models
and vividly painted abstract canvasses for multimedia
installations. After the announcement, he said: “We have
very strong individual voices, but somehow the prize
needed to be concluded in this way.”

Controversy
Abu Hamdan, who is based in Beirut, bills himself a “pri-

vate ear”, rather than a “private eye” investigating and try-
ing to analyze sounds and how they contribute to identity.
Part of his submission for the coveted prize involved recre-
ating the acoustic memories of former inmates of a Syrian
prison, where they were held shackled and blindfolded.
Cammock, who is based in London, is a multimedia artist
working in film, photography and text, who uses social his-
tory to examine power structures.

Her film “The Long Note” examines the different roles
and involvement of women in the civil rights movement in
Northern Ireland in 1968. She said the idea of forming a
collective “literally came out of the first meeting with each
other.” London-based Shani described her submission as an
“expanded psychodelic” adaptation of Christine de Pizan’s
15th work “The Book of the City of Ladies”. Her work,
which was nearly five years in the making, features 12 imag-
ined characters on film and live performance to explore
feminism and power structures.

The coveted Turner Prize is named after the great British
land and seascape painter JMW Turner and is designed to
promote public interest in contemporary art. The Margate
gallery is built on the site of his lodging house, an image of
which will feature on the new £20 note due out in February
next year, alongside a depiction of the artist. Controversy
has often swirled around the Turner, which is awarded to a
young British artist for an outstanding exhibition or other
presentation of their work in past year.

In 2016, the shortlisted works included a giant gold
sculpture of a pair of buttocks and chastity belts. Other
famous installations over the years include Tracey Emin’s
unmade bed, works made from elephant dung, clippings of
human hair and a pile of bricks. Last year’s winner was
video artist Charlotte Prodger, who shot a film on her
iPhone about coming out as gay in rural Scotland. Next
year’s prize will be awarded at Tate Britain gallery on the
banks of the River Thames in London. —AFP 

The ‘Crown’ star and the 30-year-old
actress began dating in 2014, but it
has now been reported that after

five years together, they’ve decided to go
their separate ways, after a long period of
things not being “right” between them. A
source told The Sun newspaper’s Bizarre
column: “Things haven’t been right for a
while, and a few months ago they decided
to finally end it properly. “It has been diffi-
cult because they have many mutual
friends, so hopefully it will all stay civi-
lized. But for now the relationship is for-
mally off.” Matt, 37, was spotted with the
‘Downton Abbey’ star at The Spaniards
Inn in Hampstead, North London, this
week, but insiders claim things looked
tense between the pair. Meanwhile, the
former ‘Doctor Who’ star previously hint-
ed he wants to start a family in the near
future, as he said the purpose of life is to
“procreate”. Asked what he thinks is the
purpose of life, he said: “F**k knows!
You’re asking the wrong guy. But for me
it’s my family and friends, getting involved.
Taking risks, not looking back. Laughing
as much as you can. I don’t know. Who
knows? —Agencies

South Korean actor Cha In-ha

Matt Smith 
and Lily James
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