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Agraduation ceremony was held on
Tuesday for three pioneering English
programs - Access English

Microscholarship Program, Crossing the
Digital Divide, and the Jahra Afterschool and
Summer Program, which the US Embassy had
sponsored. The event was held at the
American International College (AIC) in
Naseem, Jahra and attended by US Embassy
Cultural Attache Nelson Wen.  

He thanked AIC President Jackie Shaw,
Associate Vice President Muneer Barakat and
Director of Student Engagement Olivia
Henderson for allowing them to use the AIC
auditorium.

“This program was the first time the US
Embassy tried to sponsor a long-term educa-
tional program in Jahra, and the results have
exceeded all our hopes and expectations. We
couldn’t have done this without you and your
generous support for the program, staff and
students. Together, we have now launched
three pioneering education programs in Jahra,
and we hope to work together on many

more,” Wen said.
Wen thanked Dana Winner, Khalid Julail

and the staff at Atlas Training Institute and
The English Center for their dedication teach-
ing the students and managing the program.
“To the Access students, it’s great to see you
all again. You are joining a community of
thousands of students around the world who
have finished Access, including almost 1,000
students here in Kuwait who have gone

through the program since 2003,” he pointed
out. “We had a movie night at the embassy
last summer, an outing at the Abdullah Al-
Salem Cultural Centre last fall, and we got to
play football with some American football
coaches in May,” he said.  

“Studies don’t end here. Learning a lan-
guage is like a muscle - once you stop using
it, it withers away.  Don’t let your English mus-
cles turn flabby! Look for any chance you can

get to read, speak and write.  Watch TV and
movies - good quality ones, of course!” Wen
quipped. “You only have to look around you
to see what you can accomplish.  The Access
students were once like you - they were not
able to read or write much English and did not
feel comfortable speaking.  Once you become
a great English speaker, reader and writer, so
many doors will open for you,” he added. 

Wen urged them to stay focused and com-

mitted to what they started. “If you do so, you
will reap the rewards throughout your life. For
the adults who took the Crossing the Digital
Divide course, congratulations! Learning is
not just for young students - we all have to
dedicate ourselves to keep learning new
things. So, I thank you for taking this oppor-
tunity to try to improve your skills in English
and computer literacy,” he concluded.

US Embassy’s three pioneering 
English programs conclude at AIC

In collaboration with the supreme
council for planning and develop-
ment, the public authority for the

disabled affairs and UNDP in Kuwait,
LOYAC recently held a special sym-
posium to commemorate the anniver-
sary of the International Day for
People with Disabilities. 

The symposium titled ‘Bridging
Gaps Towards Sustainable
Development’ was attended by
LOYAC’s board member, Fetouh Al-
Dalali, the development council secre-
tary general, Dr Khaled Mahdi, the
disabled authority director, Dr Shafiqa

Al-Awadhi and UNDP resident repre-
sentative, Hideko Hadzialic. 

Speaking on the occasion, Al-
Dalali stressed the importance of join-
ing all efforts to pave the way to give
the disabled equal opportunities and
protect their rights, she added that a
lot had been made but stressed that a
lot more is still needed through joining
the efforts of the public, private sec-
tors with NGOs. “Which we are trying
to do in LOYAC”, she underlined. 

On her part, Dr Al-Awadhi
expressed her joy on holding such an
event to shed some light on the merg-

ing public and private sectors efforts
with those of NGO to take care of the
disabled. 

Dr Khaled Mahdi stressed that the
symposium is held with the aim of
improving the lives of the disabled as
part of New Kuwait’s vision 2035 and
achieve sustainable development. 

Notably, the two-day symposium
will be dedicated to discuss integra-
tion, empowering, the resources need-
ed to face different challenges, hold
workshops on developing kinetic
skills, painting and music for disabled
children. 

Dr Khaled Mahdi

Within the activities of the Modern Heritage
Music festival organized by LOYAC’s Academy
for Performance Arts (LAPA) in collaboration

with Al-Shaheed Park and at its amphitheatre, a special
concert was recently held for artist, Faya Yonan and her
band. 

The concert attracted a large audience who enjoyed 17
of Faya’s most famous songs and kept calling or repetition
for various songs, especially Palestinian folkloric ones. 

Speaking at the concert’s sidelines, Al-Shaheed Park
manager, Salman Al-Reshoud said that the Syrian singer
Faya’s concert concluded the Modern Heritage Festival
and that the next festival would be held next march under
the title of Arab Youth Festival. 

On her part, Yonan expressed her joy for singing in
Kuwait for the second time in her career and noted that
most of her song have special messages to convey. 

LOYAC holds disabled day anniversary 

Modern Heritage music festival

Ooredoo Kuwait, first to launch
innovated digital services in
Kuwait is proudly partnered

with AlSouq Murouj for the fourth
consecutive year. The second market
was held last Friday, 29 November in
which Ooredoo supported local
entrepreneurs and businesses. The
market, which was held at AlMurouj
Complex, included an Ooredoo dedi-
cated booth, local farm produce, arti-
sanal food products and crafts, with a
‘street food’ section aimed at high-
lighting the culinary diversity of
Kuwait’s local food community. The
market also offered a section dedicat-
ed for children’s activities. It will be
held once a month on weekends, until
March 2020. 

Commenting on this sponsorship,
Ooredoo Kuwait Senior Director of
Corporate Communications Mijbil
AlAyoub said: “We’re happy to be
supporting local businesses and

entrepreneurs through this engag-
ing project. This sponsorship comes
in tandem with our social responsi-
bi l i ty strategy, which in turn is
based on our core values of caring,

connecting and challenging. We
look forward to meeting those
young enthusiastic small business
owners as well as our valued cus-
tomers at the next market”.

Ooredoo Kuwait continues to 
support entrepreneurs in Murouj 


