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News in brief

Indian cop kills 5 colleagues 

RAIPUR: A policeman from India’s armed border
force opened fire on his colleagues yesterday,
killing five of them before turning the gun on him-
self, police said. Constable Musudul Rehman of
the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (IPBP) opened
fire on his comrades in Chhattisgarh, a restive
central state long wracked by a leftwing insur-
gency. “He later shot himself after shooting seven
personnel,” according to a statement issued by
the ITBP. The two injured were being airlifted to
state capital Raipur. There have been over 300
suicides in the Indian military and a string of so-
called “fratricide” incidents since 2016, prompting
government initiatives including counselors,
helplines and even yoga. — AFP 

US envoy in Kabul 

KABUL: Zalmay Khalilzad, the US envoy leading
the push for a deal with the Taleban, arrived in
Kabul yesterday, an Afghan official said, days after
President Donald Trump suggested stalled talks
were back on. “Khalilzad is in Kabul and will meet
with the president and other senior Afghan officials
later,” a senior Afghan official told AFP, adding that
the resumption of talks would be on the agenda.
The US embassy in Kabul declined to comment.
During a surprise visit to an American military base
in Afghanistan last week, Trump said the Taleban
“wants to make a deal”. But the insurgents later
said it was “way too early” to speak of resuming
direct talks with Washington. —AFP 

TikTok drops bullying policy 

HONG KONG: TikTok has dropped a “blunt”
cyberbullying policy, the Chinese-owned video
sharing app said yesterday after a report it hid
posts by disabled, gay and overweight people.
People deemed “susceptible to harassment or
cyberbullying based on their physical or mental
condition” had the reach of their posts restricted,
German site NetzPolitik.org reported, citing leaked
documents from Tiktok. People with facial disfig-
urements, autism and Down syndrome along with
gay and overweight people were among those to
have their posts dumped down TikTok’s algorithm
so others on the social network would not see
them, the report said. When asked about the
report, TikTok told AFP yesterday that it now rec-
ognized “the approach was wrong” and said it had
dropped the policy. —AFP 

Typhoon toll rises to four 

MANILA: At least four people are known to have
died after a powerful typhoon ripped through the
Philippines, officials said yesterday, with high-
speed winds prompting large-scale evacuations,
tearing off roofs and shutting down Manila air-
port . Typhoon Kammuri  wreaked havoc on
islands and provinces south of the capital Manila
on Tuesday, sending nearly 600,000 people flee-
ing their homes, civil defense officials said. Three
people died on the is lands of  Mindoro and
Marinduque after being hit by falling trees and
other objects, and a fourth drowned on the island
of Leyte, pol ice and off icials reported. The
impact could have been worse if not for the
preparations made by communities and local
governments, civil defense official Mark Timbal
said, with several provinces reporting zero casu-
alties. —AFP 

SEOUL: Kim Jong Un mounted a white horse again as
North Korea announced yesterday it would soon con-
vene a rare meeting of the ruling party’s top leaders,
steps analysts say signal preparations for a more con-
frontational stance. For the second time in two months,
Kim visited North Korea’s sacred Mt Paektu on horse-
back, this time accompanied by senior military officers,
aimed at instilling a “revolutionary spirit” in the people,
state news agency KCNA reported.

Kim has warned the United States it has until the
end of the year to offer more concessions to restart
stalled denuclearization talks or North Korea will pur-
sue an unspecified “new path” that analysts say may
include a resumption of intercontinental ballistic missile
launches or nuclear tests. The United States has called
for North Korea to give up significant portions of its
nuclear arsenal before punishing international sanctions
are eased, while Pyongyang has accused the United
States of “gangster-like” demands for unilateral disar-
mament.

US officials have downplayed the year-end deadline,
calling it “artificial” but North Korean state media have
carried a steady chorus of statements in recent weeks,
saying Washington should not ignore the warning and
dismissing US calls for talks as a stalling tactic. The
announcement that a Plenary Meeting of the Central
Committee of the ruling Workers’ Party of Korea would
meet sometime in late December underscores how
North Korea is serious about making a major decision,
analysts said.

Such meetings have often been when North Korea
has announced major policy shifts. The timing of this
plenum is unusual because it comes before the year-
end deadline, as well as before Kim’s expected New
Year’s address, said Rachel Minyoung Lee, an analyst
with NK News, a website that monitors North Korea.
“That Pyongyang is opting to hold this meeting before
the end of the year indicates its strong resolve,” she

said. “Taking the party plenum announcement and the
Mount Paektu visit together, the ‘resolve’ seems to be
that North Korea will not cave in to the US, and that it
will keep charging on despite the difficulties.”

‘Prepare for harshness’
KCNA reported Kim was joined by top military

aides as he rode a white horse in a tour of historic
battlefields near Mount Paektu. Kim has often visited
the sacred mountain around the time of major devel-
opments in North Korea, including missile launches,
and his horseback visit in October sparked specula-
tion of a change in North Korea’s nuclear negotiation
strategy.

State media photos yesterday showed the saddle
and harness on Kim’s horse adorned with more intricate
gold-colored fittings and government emblems. The
ride was aimed at instilling in North Koreans the moun-
tain’s “indefatigable revolutionary spirit” in the face of
“unprecedented blockade and pressure imposed by the
imperialists,” KCNA reported. Kim said there was a
need to prepare for “the harshness and protracted
character of our revolution”, according to KCNA.

Analysts say that pictures of Kim at Mount Paektu -
a physically dramatic location that is ubiquitous in
North Korean imagery - represent assertions of leader-
ship and legitimacy, given the historical background.
According to Pyongyang’s propaganda, his father was
born at a secret camp in the area, where his own father,
the North’s founder Kim Il Sung, was fighting Korea’s
Japanese colonial occupiers.  According to independent
historians and Soviet records, however, Kim Jong Il was
born in Russia, where his father was in exile. 

While Kim’s plans are still unclear, the signals sug-
gest the window for diplomacy is closing fast, if not
already shut, said John Delury of Seoul’s Yonsei
University. “The message is buckle up, it’s going to be a
big year for us next year,” he said. “And not a year of

diplomacy and summitry, but rather of national
strength.” The ride is full of symbolism for North
Koreans, and sending strident messages to domestic
audiences more fully commits Kim to following through
on his declarations, Delury said.

Lee noted the fact Kim was accompanied by senior
army officers rather than party officials, combined with
other recent military-related announcements by state

media, suggests North Korea “will likely transition to a
more militaristic line”. The plenum meeting would mark
the first time such a gathering has occurred twice in
one year under Kim Jong Un, Delury said. “This is not a
standard meeting,” he said. “How many details will
actually come out of that meeting in anyone’s guess. But
it signals that diplomacy could be off and they are real-
ly going to act on this.” —Agencies

Unusual meeting scheduled ahead of deadline set for US talks

Kim sends defiant signals with 
horse ride, rare party meeting

MOUNT PAEKTU, North Korea: This undated picture released yesterday shows North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un riding a horse as he visits battle sites at Mount Paektu. —AFP

‘When will things 
change?’ India 
rallies after rape 
NEW DELHI: Seven years after the gang rape of a stu-
dent on a Delhi bus sparked global outrage, her mother
yesterday demanded justice for a new rape victim,
whose murder has triggered mass protests over
women’s place in modern India. “When will things
change?” asked Asha Singh, the mother of the 23-year-
old woman whose death in 2012 shocked the world and
led to tougher laws against sexual abuse in India.
“Nothing has changed - despite everything.”

She spoke to the Thomson Reuters Foundation a
week after a 27-year-old vet was raped, suffocated and
her dead body set alight on the outskirts of the southern
city of Hyderabad, according to police. Four men have
been arrested in connection with the crime. But nation-
wide outcry over her death - demonstrators have taken
to the streets in their thousands - will change nothing
absent concrete action from the top, Singh said.

“Until strict steps are taken by the government and
until laws are actually implemented, nothing will come
of our screaming, protesting and candle marches. We
need speedy justice now,” she said in a phone inter-
view. She spoke as police said they had discovered the
charred bodies of two more women in eastern Bihar
state within 24 hours.

Grim record
India has a grim record of sexual violence against

women, with an average of some 90 rapes reported each
day in 2017, according to latest federal data. A Thomson
Reuters Foundation poll of gender experts in 2018 rated
India as the world’s most dangerous country for women.
Outrage over the vet’s murder - her charred body was
found on scrubland under a flyover - is running high,
with protesters and lawmakers demanding tough and
quick punishments, including public lynchings.

The mother of the vet, who cannot be named for
legal reasons, told local media she wanted her daugh-
ter’s attackers to be burnt alive. “I can completely
understand what her parents are going through. I want
them to know that they are not alone,” said Singh, who
lives in Delhi. “We may be far by distance but we are
together in our fight for justice.”

What next?
Just as her daughter’s rape shone a light on women’s

place in Indian society, the current case has provoked
outrage on social media with #HangRapists trending on
Twitter in India. But Singh said that was not enough.
She urged India to fix its notoriously slow and creaking
criminal justice system, noting her daughter’s attackers
were still alive despite being sentenced to death. Cases
take at least six years on average to final ruling,

according to governance tracking group Daksh.
As in the 2012 gang rape, a special fast-track court

will hold the trial for the latest case. “I have been fight-
ing for my daughter’s justice for seven years now, but I
hope this family does not have to wait as long,” she
said. “Our law and order - from the police to the courts
- have to function effectively, transparently and quickly.
Only then can we hope for any change. Otherwise,
everything just remains on paper.”

India’s National Commission for Women has con-
demned the attack and vowed it “won’t leave any stone
unturned till these perpetrators get the punishment
they deserve”. The commission advises government but
has no powers. On Monday, India’s defense minister
condemned the attack and told parliament the govern-
ment was “open to every suggestion to curb such
heinous crimes”. —AFP

KOLKATA: A demonstrator holds a placard to protest against sexual assaults on women during a march
yesterday. —AFP

Malaysian Muslims 
handed jail terms 
for missing prayers 
KUALA LUMPUR: Six Malaysian
Muslims have reportedly been handed
one-month jail terms for skipping prayers
in violation of Islamic laws, sparking
fresh concern yesterday about rising reli-
gious conservatism in the multi-ethnic

country. Attending Friday prayers is
obligatory for Muslim men in Malaysia,
but it is rare for such harsh punishments
to be meted out for missing them. Aged
17 to 35, the men had been caught having
a picnic by a waterfall instead of taking
part in prayers on a Friday, the holiest
day of the week for Muslims, newspaper
Harian Metro reported.

They were also fined between 2,400
and 2,500 ringgit ($575-$600) each after
pleading guilty Sunday in a sharia court in
the conservative northeastern state of
Terengganu. They are still free on bail

while they appeal the sentences. They
could had been jailed for a maximum of
two years under Muslim-majority
Malaysia’s sharia laws. 

“The alleged failure to attend Friday
prayers is a personal matter,” Zaid Malek,
from rights group Lawyers for Liberty,
said in a statement. “While such acts may
be considered improper by some in
Muslim society, criminal punishment is
excessive and not the way to address
them.” He also said the sentences ran
counter to pledges from the religious
affairs minister to focus on rehabilitation

of criminals, rather than punishment.
Critics said the case highlighted that a

traditionally tolerant brand of Islam in
Malaysia was being eroded, and it came
weeks after four men were caned for hav-
ing gay sex in violation of sharia laws.
Malaysia has a dual-track legal system,
with sharia courts handling some cases for
Muslim citizens. Some 60 percent of
Malaysia’s 32 million people are ethnic
Malay Muslims and the country is also
home to substantial ethnic Indian and
Chinese communities, who do not usually
follow Islam. —AFP

Former Indian 
finance minister 
granted bail 
NEW DELHI: Indian ex-finance minister
Palaniappan Chidambaram was granted bail
yesterday, 106 days after his dramatic arrest
on corruption charges that he says are part of
a government witch-hunt against political
opponents. Chidambaram, 73, a political veter-
an from the main opposition Congress party,
was told to submit a bond of 200,000 rupees
($2,800), not make any public statements on
the issue and to surrender his passport.

Congress had earlier described
Chidambaram’s arrest in August by the

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), India’s
equivalent to the FBI, as a “shameless witch-
hunt” by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
government. Chidambaram, a wealthy lawyer
from a land-owning family from Tamil Nadu
state, served twice as finance minister and
once as home minister during Manmohan
Singh’s 2004-14 tenure as premier. He is
accused of receiving bribes, money-launder-
ing and approving illegal investments. 

His son Karti Chidambaram and several
government officials are also being investigat-
ed over their role in the scandals when Singh’s
Congress-led alliance was in power. His arrest
saw CBI officers scale the boundary wall of
his upscale residence in central New Delhi
before escorting him to their headquarters for
questioning. The Congress party welcomed
the court decision, tweeting, “Truth Finally
Prevails”. —AFP

Body of woman 
found after 2 weeks 
lost in the outback 
SYDNEY: A body has been found in the
search for a woman lost for more than two
weeks in Australia’s arid outback, police said
yesterday after two of her friends were res-
cued. The three friends had set out to explore
the country’s vast interior near Alice Springs
on Nov 19 when their car became bogged
down in a riverbed. After three days staying
put and waiting for a rescue, the group feared
supplies were dwindling and two of them
decided to walk along a property fence in the
hope of finding help.

The lone person to stay back, Tamra

McBeath-Riley, 52, was found on Sunday less
than two kilometres from the same vehicle suf-
fering from dehydration. She told public broad-
caster ABC that the trio -accompanied by their
blue Staffordshire terrier Raya - had survived
by drinking pre-mixed vodka drinks and water
from a hole dug for cattle, eating biscuits and
sheltering in a hole dug under her car.

A local rancher then on Tuesday found 40-
year-old male Phu Tran, “slightly disorientated”
but in a “good condition” a two-day walk from
the vehicle. Phu had split two days earlier from
the third person Claire Hockridge, who was said
to be “still fine” at that point, as police continued
an aerial search for the 46-year-old.  Northern
Territory police said yestedray they had located
a body “which is believed to be that of Claire
Hockridge during search efforts”. Police were
conducting “formal identification” as they pre-
pared a report for the coroner. —AFP


