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News in brief

French engineer killed in Bogota 

BOGOTA: An engineer working for French aero-
space and defense company Thales has been shot
dead in the Colombian capital  Bogota in an
apparent targeted assassination, officials said
Tuesday. The 45-year-old victim was shot late
Monday as he left a restaurant with a French col-
league in the city’s upscale northern district of
Chapinero, the police and Thales said. “We reject
the hypothesis of a robbery. According to the evi-
dence we have, this is an assassination perpetrat-
ed by a hitman,” police Major Robert Mendez told
reporters. The killing occurred in a street close to
the French embassy. The killer had approached
from behind after the men left the restaurant and
targeted only the victim before fleeing, a police
source said. —AFP 

Grenade hits Belfast police vehicle 

LONDON: Northern Irish police said one of their
patrol vehicles was hit in a grenade attack in
Belfast yesterday, in an attempt to kill or injure
officers. The vehicle was struck overnight, the
Police Service of Northern Ireland said, as it
drove on a routine patrol through Republican
heartland in west Belfast. The Land Rover was hit,
officers heard a loud bang but no officers were
injured and the vehicle was undamaged, Chief
Superintendent Jonathan Roberts said. “The rem-
nants of a suspected grenade have been recov-
ered and taken away for forensic testing,” he said.
“This was undoubtedly an attempt to kill or injure
police officers.” —AFP 

NY mulls ‘virginity test’ ban 

NEW YORK: New York state is considering ban-
ning so-called virginity tests after an American
rapper sparked outcry by saying he takes his
daughter to a gynecologist every year to check
her hymen is still intact. Democratic legislator
Michaelle Solages has tabled a bill proposing the
ban, saying the examination, which the World
Health Organization (WHO) says has no scientific
basis, amounted to sexual violence. “Hymen
exams are not medically necessary. They are often
painful and humiliating,” Solages told AFP. The
hymen is a thin tissue that surrounds or partially
covers the entrance to the vagina. It can be dam-
aged in many ways, such as riding a horse, and
not all women are born with them. —AFP 

Dozens held in global swoop

THE HAGUE: More than 200 people have been
arrested in 31 countries as part of a global crack-
down on money laundering, the European Union’s
police agency Europol said yesterday. The swoop
during September and November resulted in 228
arrests of people involved in so-called money
muling - when people often unwittingly help
transfer i l legal ly obtained money between
accounts or countries - Europol said in statement.
“More than 650 banks, 17 bank associations and
other financial institutions helped to report 7,520
fraudulent money mule transactions, preventing a
total loss of 12.9 million euros,” the statement
said. The organization said recruiters of money
mules were increasingly using online dating sites
and social media to groom their victims and con-
vince them to open bank accounts under the guise
of sending or receiving funds. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: The next phase of impeachment
began yesterday in the US Congress as lawmakers
weigh charges against Donald Trump, after the high-
stakes inquiry into the president detailed “over-
whelming” evidence of abuse of power and obstruc-
tion. Four constitutional scholars were to testify
before the House Judiciary Committee in the first of a
series of hearings to establish the gravity of Trump’s
alleged crimes.

On Tuesday, congressional Democrats made a
forceful case that Trump should be removed from
office for abusing his powers by pressuring Ukraine
for dirt on a Democratic election rival. “The president
placed his personal political interests above the
national interests of the United States, sought to
undermine the integrity of the US presidential election
process and endangered US national security,” said
the final report on the House Intelligence Committee’s
probe, led by lawmaker Adam Schiff.

“President Trump and his senior officials may see
nothing wrong with using the power of the office of
the president to pressure a foreign country to help the
president’s reelection campaign,” it said. “However, the
Founding Fathers prescribed a remedy for a chief
executive who places his personal interests above
those of the country: Impeachment.”

Articles of impeachment 
The report is expected to form the basis for the

Judiciary Committee to draw up formal charges - arti-
cles of impeachment - that could include bribery,
abuse of power, obstruction and contempt of
Congress. Democrats reportedly aim to have the arti-
cles presented for a vote to the entire House of
Representatives before Christmas on Dec 25. If they
pass as expected, Trump would then stand trial for
removal in the Republican-controlled Senate, where
he is expected to be exonerated.

On Tuesday, White House spokeswoman Stephanie
Grisham dismissed both the report and the impeach-
ment process. “At the end of a one-sided sham
process, Chairman Schiff and the Democrats utterly
failed to produce any evidence of wrongdoing by
President Trump,” she said in a statement. The report
mapped out a months-long scheme by Trump, his per-
sonal lawyer Rudy Giuliani and senior diplomats and
White House staffers to pressure Ukraine’s president
into investigating Joe Biden, the current favorite to
win the Democratic White House nomination in 2020.

Trump also pressured President Volodymyr
Zelensky to investigate a “conspiracy theory” that it
was Ukraine - not Russia - that interfered in the 2016
US election, to benefit the Democrats. In both cases,
the report said, Trump conditioned nearly $400 mil-
lion in US military aid and a high-profile summit with
Zelensky on Kiev opening the investigations, which
Democrats have said amounts to bribery. The report
also makes a strong case for charges of obstruction
against Trump, for refusing to provide documents to
investigators, preventing witnesses from appearing
and threatening some of those who did appear.

Legal scholars to testify 
To counter Republican attacks on the impeachment

process, Judiciary Committee chair Jerry Nadler invit-
ed a mix of liberal and conservative constitutional
scholars to testify yesterday. They included Noah
Feldman of Harvard Law School, Pamela Karlan of
Stanford Law School, Jonathan Turley of The George
Washington University Law School and Michael
Gerhardt from The University of North Carolina
School of Law. 

Turley, a conservative, has called Trump’s behavior
inappropriate but said Democrats need much more
evidence to prove their case. “Abuse of power is
impeachable, but it is the most difficult of potential

impeachment claims,” he wrote on his website. “If
Democrats continue with their plan to impeach Trump
by the end of December, they would be presenting the
thinnest record and fastest impeachment investigation
in history.”

Gerhardt told Slate that the allegations against the
president appear impeachable. However, he said,

whatever the Constitution says, politics and public
opinion are involved, especially with an election com-
ing up next year. The authors of the Constitution
“thought that the American people would care about
facts, the American people would largely become edu-
cated, and they would care about the constitution,” he
said. “And it’s not entirely clear that they do.” —AFP

Democrat report makes forceful case for impeachment

Lawmakers considering drawing 
up Trump impeachment charges

WASHINGTON: House Judiciary Chairman Jerrold Nadler (left), Democrat of New York, speaks with
Ranking Member Doug Collins, Republican of Georgia, during a House Judiciary Committee hearing on
the impeachment of US President Donald Trump on Capitol Hill yesterday. —AFP

UK PM denies 
dodging Trump 
WATFORD: British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson denied yesterday he was
avoiding being pictured with Donald
Trump ahead of a UK election next
week, as footage emerged of other
leaders mocking the US president.
Johnson met Trump away from the
cameras on Tuesday before a two-day
NATO summit, avoiding the media fan-
fare that normally accompanies such
talks. He also failed to publicly greet
Trump and his wife Melania on the
doorstep of Downing Street before a
reception with other NATO leaders.

Johnson’s team are wary of what
Trump might say during his two-day
visit, with Britain set to go to the polls
on Dec 12. Johnson’s Conservatives are
leading opinion polls but the rival
Labour party has sought to whip up
public opinion against Trump, who is
deeply unpopular in Britain. In a press

conference on Tuesday, the president
promised to “stay out” of the election
campaign and most of his remarks
were about divisions within NATO.
But he st i l l  managed to endorse
Johnson as “very capable” and inter-
vene in a row over US interests in
Britain’s state-run National Health
Service (NHS) after Brexit.

Arriving for the formal NATO talks
in Watford, north of London, yesterday,
Johnson denied he was trying to avoid
being seen with Trump. “I’m going to
be photographed with every possible
leader,” he insisted, and later posed
with the president for an official wel-
come alongside NATO chief Jens
Stoltenberg. Downing Street said
Trump and Johnson had discussed the
NATO summit and an earlier meeting
between Britain, France, Germany and
Turkey about the situation in Syria.

Trump wrote on Twitter that he
“enjoyed” the talks, which he said cov-
ered “numerous subjects including
NATO and trade”. Johnson is cam-
paigning for re-election on a promise
to get Britain out of the European

Union next month, more than three
years after the 2016 Brexit referendum.
He has held up a new US trade deal as
one of the prizes of Brexit but has
faced accusations from Labour that this

will open up the much loved NHS to US
firms. Johnson denies this, and Trump
said his country would not be interest-
ed in the NHS “if you handed it to us on
a silver platter”. —AFP

WATFORD: Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson (left) greets US President Donald
Trump upon his arrival for the NATO summit at the Grove Hotel yesterday. —AFP

UK Greens poised 
as climate climbs 
election agenda 
HOVE: The city of Brighton and Hove on England’s south
coast is home to some of the country’s most eco-conscious
voters, and next week’s general election there is as much
about climate change as Brexit. “It’s the only issue really...
everything else becomes academic,” said Mike Pelton, 60, a
Green Party voter talking to its local candidate last week.
“I’ve been shouting about it in pubs for a long time to any-
one that would listen,” he added. The seaside city has long
been a bastion for the environmental cause.

Voters have elected Britain’s first and only Green MP in
the last three general elections and it has more party coun-
cillors than anywhere else in the country. But as the world
climate emergency becomes more apparent and campaign-
ers such as Swedish teen Greta Thunberg gain prominence,
voters elsewhere appear increasingly swayed. The Greens
made the second biggest gains of all parties in local council
elections in May. They then won seven seats in European
Parliament polls, more than the ruling Conservatives.

Other parties have responded by offering an array of
new policies ahead of next Thursday’s vote, from planting
hundreds of millions of trees to setting target dates for
decarbonization. Their leaders have also tried to burnish
their images with campaign stops at electric car factories,
wind turbine facilities and eco-home building sites. Dave
Timms, of Friends of the Earth, said the environment was

“rightly a major election
issue in a way we have never
seen before”. “It’s a crisis
and we have to act decisive-
ly,” he added. “However,
politicians are not respond-
ing equally to that demand.”

‘Proper convert’ 
The government says

Britain is a world leader in
tackling climate change but
according to Greenpeace it is
on track to miss a whole
range of targets in the early
2020s. Channel 4 television
hosted the country’s first-ever leaders’ debate on climate
change last week but Conservative Prime Minister Boris
Johnson failed to even show up. Other party leaders have
also been criticized for offering up policies too timid for the
scale of the problem. “The climate issue is huge and I don’t
feel like it’s high enough up on their agendas,” said one 38-
year-old voter in Hove, who declined to give his name. “No
more just talking, we need to take proper action.” 

The Greens are hoping to lure in dismayed voters with
their well-established brand and eco-centric policies. Ollie
Sykes, candidate for the Hove constituency, recalled a resi-
dent told him recently that he viewed the party as like tech
company Apple: geeky and weird 30 years ago. Now it was
mainstream and vital. “Obviously we totally welcome ‘green’
policies wherever they come from,” Sykes told AFP. “But I
do worry about the extent to which the commitments of
other political parties are genuine in this regard.” —AFP

Germany kicks out 
Russian diplomats 
over Berlin murder 
BERLIN: Germany expelled two Russian diplomats
yesterday after prosecutors said Moscow could be
behind the killing of a former Chechen rebel command-
er in a Berlin park. Zelimkhan Khangoshvili, a 40-year-
old Georgian national, was shot twice in the head at
close range in Kleiner Tiergarten park on August 23,
allegedly by a Russian man who was arrested shortly
afterwards. The case has been compared with the poi-

soning of former Russian agent Sergei Skripal in Britain
last year with a Soviet-era nerve agent, widely blamed
on Russian intelligence.

The attempted murder plunged relations between
Britain and Russia into a deep freeze, leading to tit-for-
tat diplomatic expulsions. After Germany’s move yes-
terday, a Russian foreign ministry representative
pledged “retaliatory measures”. “A politicized approach
to investigation issues is unacceptable,” said the repre-
sentative, adding that Germany’s statements were
“groundless and hostile”.

The suspect in the Berlin killing was said to be riding
a bicycle and was seen by witnesses afterwards throw-
ing the bike and a stone-laden bag with a gun into a
river. He has until now been named by police only as
Vadim S but evidence revealed by German prosecutors

yesterday indicated a possible fake identity. “The for-
eign ministry has today declared two employees of the
Russian embassy in Berlin as personae non gratae with
immediate effect,” the ministry said in a statement.
“Despite repeated high-ranking and persistent
demands, Russian authorities have not cooperated suf-
ficiently in the investigation into the murder.”

Federal prosecutors in charge of intelligence cases
earlier yesterday said they had taken over the investi-
gation. “There is sufficient factual evidence to suggest
that the killing... was carried out either on behalf of
state agencies of the Russian Federation or those of the
Autonomous Chechen Republic,” the prosecutor’s
office said in a statement. Chechnya has been led with
an iron fist since 2007 by Ramzan Kadyrov, a close ally
of Russian President Vladimir Putin. —AFP

Blinded student 
becomes rallying 
point for protesters
SANTIAGO: Protesters against Chile President Sebastian
Pinera’s government have rallied around a student blinded
by police rubber bullets and his family hopes a photo cap-
turing his injuries will increase international pressure on the
administration. Gustavo Gatica’s name is shouted at police,
borne on placards and scrawled on walls around the city.

Gatica, 22, was taking pictures of a protest when he was
hit on Nov 8. His case became a lightning rod in Chile for
fury directed at police for alleged widespread human rights
abuses during more than six weeks of demonstrations over
social inequality that have left at least 26 people dead and
13,000 injured, according to prosecutors and human rights
organizations. He is one of two known cases of people left
completely blind but at least 241 Chileans have suffered
from eye injuries during the protests, according to Chile’s
Institute for Human Rights (INDH). Pinera has sought to
mollify protesters with a spending package and a vote on a
new constitution, but the marches continue and spiked last
week when doctors confirmed in a statement they had been
unable to save Gatica’s eyes.

The interior minister Gonzalo Blumel said last week that
the Gatica case was “deeply painful” and made clear police
protocols around the use of force needed to be revised.
Pinera was not immediately available for comment. Police
have suspended the use of rubber bullets except in cases of
threat to life. —Reuters

Ollie Sykes


