
Japanese doctor
who helped
Afghans among
six killed 
KABUL: A Japanese doctor whose long
career was dedicated to helping some of
Afghanistan’s poorest people was among
six people killed yesterday in an attack
in the east of the country, officials said.
The armed assault in Jalalabad city, the
capital of Nangarhar province, was the
second deadly incident involving aid
workers in recent days and prompted
appalled reaction in Afghanistan and
internationally. Tetsu Nakamura, 73, was
the head of Peace Japan Medical
Services - known as Peshawar Kai in
Japanese - and had been working in the
region since the 1980s, when he began
treating patients with leprosy in
Peshawar in neighbouring Pakistan.

A spokesman for Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani called Nakamura “one of
the closest friends of Afghanistan”. He

“dedicated his life to helping and coop-
erating with our people”, spokesman
Sediq Seddiqi said. Attaullah Khogyani,
a spokesman for Nangarhar’s governor,
said Nakamura, who had been shot in
the chest, was in the process of being
transferred to a hospital in Bagram near
Kabul when he died. Five Afghans were
also killed - three of Nakamura’s securi-

ty guards, a driver and another col-
league, Khogyani said.

The attack comes as humanitarian
groups are on high alert just days after
an aid worker for the UN was killed in
a bombing in Kabul. On Nov 24, Anil
Raj, an American who worked for the
UN Development Program in
Afghanistan, died when his vehicle was

targeted. In a statement condemning
yesterday’s incident, the UN Assistance
Mission in Afghanistan expressed
“revulsion” at Nakamura’s killing. It
was “a senseless act of violence against
a man who dedicated much of his life to
helping” Afghanistan’s most vulnerable,
UNAMA said.

Mitsuji Fukumoto, an official with
Nakamura’s organization, told reporters
in Tokyo the motive for the attack was
unclear. “We have no idea what was the
reason behind the attack, whether it was
a simple robbery or whether it was con-
flict of interest,” Fukumoto said.

War opponent 
Nakamura was famous in Japan for

his aid work, which dates back decades.
Peshawar-kai was founded by associates
of Nakamura, who had lived and worked
in Afghanistan and Pakistan since 1984.
In 2003 Nakamura, a native of the
southwestern Japanese city of Fukuoka,
won the Philippines’ Ramon Magsaysay
Award for peace and international
understanding - often called Asia’s
Nobel Prize. Fond of sporting Pashtun
dress, Nakamura was an outspoken
opponent of the 2001 US-led war that
ousted the Taleban regime, whom he
defended as able administrators. — AFP 

WATFORD: The leaders of Britain, Canada, France
and the Netherlands were caught on camera at a
Buckingham Palace reception mocking US President
Donald Trump’s lengthy media appearances at the
NATO summit. The footage, shot by the British host’s
camera pool on Tuesday evening and spotted and sub-
titled by Canadian broadcaster CBC, set the tone for
the allies’ summit in Watford, just outside London.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson can be heard
asking France’s President Emmanuel Macron: “Is that
why you were late?” Canada’s Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau interjects: “He was late because he takes a 40
minute press conference off the top.” Earlier Tuesday,
Macron’s one-on-one pre-summit meeting with Trump

had been proceeded by a lengthy question and answer
session with the media, as the leaders publicly dis-
agreed about NATO strategy and trade.

In the video, Macron appears to tell an anecdote
about the encounter as Britain’s Princess Anne and
Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte look on, but the
French leader’s back is to camera and he is inaudible
amid the hubbub. “Oh, yeah, yeah, he announced...” an
amused Trudeau declares, adding: “You just watched
his team’s jaw drop to the floor.”

As he did at last year’s NATO meeting, Trump has
thrown out normal summit protocol and used his
appearances with allied leaders to field dozens of ques-
tions from the world’s media. He has condemned as

“nasty” Macron’s criticism of NATO as brain dead,
branded European countries that have failed to meet
military spending targets “delinquent” and railed
against moves in Washington to impeach him.

After the summit, a flustered Johnson insisted that
reports of the exchange were “nonsense”, but Trump
had clearly seen it and he was angry, particularly with
the apparent ringleader, Trudeau. “He’s two-faced,”
Trump told reporters, in yet another press appearance,
this time before his head-to-head with German
Chancellor Angela Merkel. “With Trudeau, he’s a nice
guy. I find him to be a nice guy, but the truth is, I called
him out on the fact that he’s not paying two percent and
I guess he’s not very happy about it,” he said.

NATO members have a target of spending two per-
cent of their GDP on defence, and Canada is among the
majority in failing to do so. Trump had been due to give
another news conference, this time on his own, later
yesterday after the 29 NATO leaders hold a full three-
hour closed-door summit session and issue a statement
to celebrate their unity. But, despite having been only
too happy to talk to the press for the two days of the
meetings, he abruptly cancelled this scheduled appear-
ance. “When today’s meetings are over, I will be head-
ing back to Washington. We won’t be doing a press
conference at the close of NATO because we did so
many over the past two days. Safe travels to all!” he
tweeted. — AFP 
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LONDON: Leaders of NATO alliance countries and its secretary general join Queen Elizabeth II and the Prince of Wales for a group picture to mark 70 years of the alliance on
Tuesday. (Inset) Britain’s Princess Anne talks to Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson, France’s President Emmanuel Macron and
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg during the reception at Buckingham Palace. — AFP 

NATO leaders anger Trump with mockery 
US President says Trudeau ‘two-faced’ after hot mic row, cancels press conference

JALALABAD: Hospital staff transfer Japanese doctor Tetsu Nakamura on a stretcher for
treatment after he was injured in an attack yesterday. — AFP 

Musk defends 
‘pedo guy’ tweet
in defamation trial 
LOS ANGELES: Tesla co-founder Elon Musk
said Tuesday he did not literally call a British
caver a pedophile during their infamous spat on
Twitter, telling a Los Angeles federal court that
he had simply defended himself from unprovoked
insults. The tech billionaire told the defamation
trial jury he had been “upset” when he described
British diver Vernon Unsworth - who helped res-
cue youth soccer players trapped in a cave in
Thailand - as “pedo guy” in a tweet.

During the July 2018 row, Unsworth had
described the 48-year-old entrepreneur’s pro-
posal to build a mini-submarine to rescue the
boys as a “PR stunt”. “It was an unprovoked
attack on a good-natured attempt to rescue the
kids,” Musk, dressed in a black suit and dark tie,
told the courtroom Tuesday. “I was upset. It
was wrong and insulting and so I insulted him
back,” he said. 

Musk was questioned by Unsworth’s attorney
Lin Wood about comments made by the caver,
who had said the custom-built device would
never have fit in the cave and suggested that
Musk could “stick his submarine where it hurts”.
“It’s idiomatic, just as I was not literally meaning
he was a pedophile,” replied Musk.

Asked why he failed to specifically say that
Unsworth was not a pedophile in his apology,
Musk said it seemed obvious to him that this
was his intent. “For me, that did not require any
clarification ... (which) would have been worse,”
he said.  “I apologized and I say again ‘I apolo-
gize Mr Unsworth’,” he added, as the British
caver looked on across the courtroom, visibly
uncomfortable under the media spotlight.

Musk’s testimony was to continue yesterday.
His attorney Alex Spiro earlier Tuesday told the
jury of six women and two men that his client
meant no harm when he hit out at Unsworth and
that his words were spoken in anger. “The
tweets are not allegations of crimes. They are
joking, taunting tweets in a fight between two
men,” Spiro told the court. He also repeated his
clients’ claim that “pedo guy” was a common
insult in South Africa, where Musk grew up.
“Pedo guy (means) creepy old guy” in South
Africa, Spiro said. — AFP 

Democrat Kamala 
Harris ends 2020 
White House bid 
WASHINGTON: Democrat trailblazer Kamala Harris
pulled the plug on her US presidential campaign
Tuesday after a promising start to her bid was eroded
by underperforming in a crowded field and a failure to
raise sufficient funds. The exit of the progressive sena-
tor leaves 15 candidates in the battle to see who chal-
lenges President Donald Trump in the Nov 2020 elec-
tion. Harris has been a fierce Trump critic, repeatedly
calling for his impeachment. He reacted to her with-
drawal by tweeting, “Too bad. We will miss you” - to
which Harris quickly replied, “Don’t worry, Mr
President. I’ll see you at your trial.”

Her departure, following weeks of campaign turmoil,
shines a light on the disruptive potential of a self-fund-
ing candidate like billionaire Mike Bloomberg, the for-

mer mayor of New York. Having stagnated in fifth place
in polling, with under four percent support, Harris was
bumped to sixth spot after Bloomberg’s recent entry.
“I’ve taken stock and looked at this from every angle,
and over the last few days have come to one of the
hardest decisions of my life,” the 55-year-old
Californian told supporters in an email. “My campaign
for president simply doesn’t have the financial
resources we need to continue. I’m not a billionaire. I
can’t fund my own campaign.”

It was a parting swat at Bloomberg and billionaire
activist Tom Steyer, both of whom have spent millions
of dollars in broadcast and online advertising. It was
also a telling revelation about the piles of cash that
candidates need to mount a viable campaign. “Kamala
is right - our system is deeply broken when billionaires
can buy their way in,” tweeted liberal Senator Elizabeth
Warren, one of several presidential hopefuls to quickly
thank Harris for her campaign. Harris has been a politi-
cal ground-breaker, only the second black woman
elected to the US Senate.

‘Mixed emotions’ 
She rocketed into White House contention with a

stirring campaign launch in January, on Martin Luther
King Jr’s birthday, before 20,000 onlookers. But her
prospects slid in recent months as she struggled to
define her positions on domestic issues including health
care. She antagonized voters by suggesting in January,
and again in a debate, that she sought to eliminate pri-
vate health insurance to make way for universal health
coverage. — AFP 
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