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There are many people who came to Kuwait
to work (we refer to as expats, but I am not
an advocate of that word) and have made

new plans for the New Year or holiday season,
whether it is to travel for the holidays or to start a
new life outside of Kuwait. Before I discuss the
right to travel for what we refer to as expats in
Kuwait, I just want to say thank you to everyone
that is here working in Kuwait. By being here, you
are making Kuwait a better place, so thank you
kindly and Happy Holidays.

Keeping the passport 
Question: Does my employer have the right to

keep my passport? And if they are, what can I do
about it?

Fajer: No. Your employer does not have the
right to keep your passport. This is illegal, but
unfortunately seems to be a more common than
expected practice in Kuwait. I have seen interna-
tional companies keep passports of thousands of
employees. There are monetary punishments for
companies that do keep passports, yet these
companies unfortunately know that it is too
expensive for employees to take the companies to
court.

You need to go and file a complaint in the
Public Authority for Manpower. This can be a
lengthy and difficult process and everything is in
Arabic, so you will need a translator or lawyer.
You will need to obtain different documents
before you can file a complaint. Please keep in
mind that it will take some time and that your
employer might even be more unfair towards you
knowing that you have filed a complaint.
Unfortunately the best way to deal with this is
through a lawyer.

Visa cancelation
Question: I am working as a contractor in my

company and I have my passport, but someone
told me that I need to cancel my visa before I
travel, since I am leaving for good. The company
is not giving me my rights such as my salary, so I
want to leave. Can you please advise me what is
the best solution?

Fajer: I think it is best that you cancel your
work visa officially and file these complaints so
you are not later on accused of absconding. Even
if you are not able to cancel your visa, at least file
a complaint for your rights such as your salary at
the Public Authority for Manpower.

Husband’s permission 
Question: I am a 40-year-old Kuwaiti mother

of four and I want to travel without my husband
or his permission. Do I still need his permission?
What about my children; do I need his permission
for their travels?

Fajer: No you do not need his permission for
your own travels, but you will need his permis-
sion for your children’s travel even if he is no
longer your husband and you have custody of
your children.

For questions or queries, please email us at
info@ftl-legal.com.

Right to travel

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Legalese

KFAED signs agreement to develop
400-kV transmission network in Bahrain

Part of GCC program to improve Bahrain’s economic situation
MANAMA: Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) signed yesterday a KD 29.5
million ($100 million) loan agreement with Bahrain to
help finance the development of a 400-kilovolt (kV)
transmission network. Present at the signing of the loan
agreement was KFAED’s Director General Abdulwahab
Al-Bader, Bahraini Minister of Finance and Economy
Sheikh Salman bin Khalifa
and Bahraini Minister of
Electricity and Water Affairs
Wael Al-Mubarak.

Bader told the press on
the sidelines of the signing
that this agreement came
within the financial balance
program signed by Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia and UAE last
year with Bahrain, for the
next five years to improve
the economic situation.
KFAED is administering grants provided by Kuwait’s
government worth $1.5 billion, under the framework of
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Development
Program, he added. The Fund’s loan covers about 10.5
percent of the project’s total cost, he said, stressing
that the project was financed under loan agreement
No. 1/62 of $261 million. The total contribution of the
fund to the project is equivalent to about KD 140.8
million. He explained that the project aims to reduce
the high short currents for the safe operation of equip-
ment, provide greater flexibility in the network, and

transfer electricity power reliably and economically. 
Bader added that it aimed to raise the capacity and

efficiency of the electricity transmission network, as
well as exchange electricity with the Gulf interconnec-
tion network economically. The project includes the
construction of three substations of 220/400 kV in Al-
Hidd, Umm Al-Hassam and Riffa areas and a 400 kV

substation in Ras Legrain
area, he added. It con-
tributes to achieving
Sustainable Development
Goal 7 on attaining clean
energy at affordable prices,
he noted.

Meanwhile, Sheikh
Salman bin Khalifa thanked
Kuwait for i ts great and
unlimited support to the
development process in his
country. He commended the

historic ties between both sides, noting the role
played by KFAED in supporting various economic
development processes in Arab countries. KFAED’s
loan for the 400kV power transmission networks
project represents the Fund’s 18th loan to finance
projects in Bahrain. It is worth mentioning that
KFAED provided 17 loans with a total value of about
KD 150 million (about $510 million) to finance proj-
ects in various sectors, in addition to 13 grants worth
KD 33.7 mil l ion (approximately $115 mil l ion).
Withdrawals from loans amounted to KD 149 million

and repayments amounted to KD 98 million, or 66
percent of repayment obligations.

The signing ceremony was attended by Bahraini
Deputy Prime Minister Sheikh Khaled bin Abdullah Al-
Khalifa and Kuwait’s Ambassador to Bahrain Sheikh
Thamer Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. The finance minis-

ters of Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and UAE signed last year
the framework arrangements for financial cooperation
between their governments and Bahrain’s government
by contributing $10 billion in financing and soft loans
to the financial balance program aimed at stabilizing
the public finances of Bahrain. — KUNA

MANAMA: KFAED’s Director General Abdulwahab Al-Bader (left), Bahraini Minister of Finance and Economy
Sheikh Salman bin Khalifa (center) and Bahraini Minister of Electricity and Water Affairs Wael Al-Mubarak
sign the agreement. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: The Ministry of Social Affairs is looking to
replace expatriate experts on its payroll with retired
Kuwaiti experts as part of its efforts to ‘Kuwaitize’ its
staff in supervisory posts by 100 percent in the near
future, official ministry sources said. “The policy of
replacing expats with citizens was a decision made by
the Cabinet, with a few exceptions given to hiring
experts,” said the sources who spoke on the condition of

anonymity. “But the ministry is now working on replacing
those expat employees with retired Kuwaiti expert.”

This step comes after senior ministry officials gave
orders to cut down the number of expats in supervi-
sion, administrative and legal positions, and fill those
vacancies with Kuwaitis in order to achieve full
‘Kuwaitization’ of these posts within three years at
most, the sources explained. “It is not hard to reach that
percentage,” the sources remarked, noting that many
graduates are awaiting recruitment whereas there are
plenty of sectors which are already overcrowded with
unnecessary employees who could be redeployed and
used in understaffed sectors.  

However, the sources stressed that expats providing
service in various social care houses would keep their
jobs, especially since there is not enough qualified
Kuwaiti staff ready to replace them at the moment. “All
supervisors and administrative staff members in social
care houses are filled with citizens, and the expats cur-

rently working there will be dismissed within the three-
year period,” the sources said, noting that 600 citizens
had so far been appointed in co-op societies, that co-
ops are fully cooperating in this regard and that the ball
is now in the courts of citizens willing to work there. 

In other news, the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry said owners of financial and non-financial
businesses (precious metals, jewelry, insurance, money
exchange and real estate) must establish a commercial
and electronic contracting system according to the
requirements of fighting money laundering and terror-
ism financing before the start of the new year. The min-
istry urged them to comply with ministerial decree 323
for 2019 and related decisions. The ministry warned
that in case of not complying with the procedures in
law 106 for 2013 with regards to fighting money laun-
dering and terrorism financing, penalties may reach up
to revocation of the license and referral to the public
prosecution.

100% Kuwaitization
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Criminal investigation detectives recently
arrested a gang of three; two Africans and one
European, for forging money and circulating the fake
notes in the local market. Detectives were tipped off
concerning the suspects’ activities, before a special
investigation team verified the tip and managed to
identify and locate the suspects. They were later on
arrested with possession of fake KD 20 and $100 bills,
in addition to special tools they used in the forgery
process, the Interior Ministry’s Relations and Security
Media Department said in a statement. The suspects
were sent to the proper authorities for further action.

Visa trafficking
Criminal detectives busted a six-member gang for

trading in visas by bringing in Asian laborers in
exchange of money. The head of the gang was arrested
at Kuwait International Airport while leaving the coun-
try. The six had several passports, entry visas, work
permits and signature authorizations, all believed to be
forged. They were sent to concerned authorities.

Sentence commuted
The second circuit of the appeals court commuted

to four years a 17-year jail sentence against a Kuwaiti
suspect who beat an Egyptian store worker named
Waheed and attempted to kill him. The court upheld the
ruling that Waheed is innocent of insulting and beating
the citizen.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Joint Ministerial Committee for the
follow up of the current situation in Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh, headed by Kuwait Municipality’s
Director General Ahmad Al-Manfouhi, continued its
intense campaign in the area, especially in street 55
in Block 5. In this regard, supervisors at Farwaniya
municipality branch, in cooperation with the Public
Authority for Manpower and Interior Ministry, car-
ried out a campaign yesterday which resulted in the
removal of 36 truckloads of trash, 15 truckloads of
used tires, as well as two truckloads of vegetables
and fruits that were being sold in unlicensed mar-
kets, besides arresting a number of unlicensed
butchers. Meanwhile, 16 shops and cafes were
closed, while five citations were issued against
shops whose owners started their businesses
before obtaining municipality approvals. The cam-
paign was headed by Farwaniya branch director
Mohammad Sarkhouh, Director of Cleanliness and
Road Occupancy Saad Al-Khurainej.

Kuwait police
arrest trio for
forging banknotes

KUWAIT: Forged banknotes found with the suspects.

36 truckloads of
trash removed in
Jleeb campaign

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service
Directorate (KFSD) conducted a
number of fire drills in various
locations recently to make sure
the concerned installations were
ready in case of any fires or
catastrophes. The first drill was
made in a building under con-
struction in Merqab in a bid to
train firemen on handling fires in
high towers. 

The second fire drill was at
Shaikha Hassan Al-Ibrahim poly-
clinic in Nuzha, where clinic staff
were trained on how to react in
case a fire breaks out in the reg-
isters room and spread to the
lab. The third drill was carried
out at Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) headquarters
in Shuwaikh while the fourth was
carried out in Kuwait Flour Mills
and Bakeries Company bakery in
Khaitan. 

KFSD conducts fire drills in various locations


