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News in brief

Police arrest trio for 
forging banknotes

Democrat Harris ends 
2020 White House bid

Google co-founders step down 
as Pichai named Alphabet CEO 

Australia in Argentina’s 
group at Copa America271165

Premier visits Audit Bureau as 
part of fight against corruption 

Lawmakers, clerics launch amnesty campaign  

Volvo Cars changes hands 
from Al-Mutawa to Al-Kharafi

KUWAIT: Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi (left) and Ahmad A Aziz Al-Mutawa shake
hands after signing the Volvo Cars transfer agreement.  

KUWAIT: Al-Qurain Automotive,
part of the A Aziz Ali Al-Mutawa
Group of Companies, announced that
it has mutually agreed with Volvo Cars
and BNK Automotive, owned by Bader
Al-Kharafi, the transfer of the Volvo
Cars agency while retaining the Volvo
truck and bus businesses. Earlier this
year, following a rigorous selection
process by the Swedish manufacturer,
BNK Automotive was selected as the
new official exclusive importer of the
Swedish emblem. 

The epitome of true Kuwaiti family
tradition and culture, Ahmad A Aziz Al-
Mutawa and Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi
ensured that from the onset of the
process, respect and professionalism
were at the highest standard. Following
the signing of the new agency agree-
ment in September 2019, both parties
entered into an agreement which
would secure a smooth transition of
the agency while protecting the inter-
est of Volvo Cars as well as its cus-
tomers in Kuwait.  (See Page 11) 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah yesterday visited
the Audit Bureau as part of his efforts to
beef up the fight against corruption. He said
that his visit comes in implementation of HH
the Amir’s directives to fight corruption and
protect public funds. He held talks with head
of the Audit Bureau Faisal Al-Shaye and his
deputy Abdulaziz Al-Saraawi. 

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled commended the
vital role of the bureau in safeguarding public
funds. He said he agreed with the head of the
bureau to strengthen cooperation in the com-
ing period and follow up all issues that con-
stitute a flagrant violation against public
funds, saying it will be accorded special
importance. The premier, who has already
visited the judicial council and the National
Assembly before forming his first Cabinet,
said he will visit the tenders committee and
the legal and legislative department in a bid
to strengthen their respective roles. 

Meanwhile, a number of opposition MPs
and clerics launched a campaign titled “we
want a comprehensive pardon” and issued a
document asking people to sign it. The cam-
paign was launched at a public rally held by

MP Mohammad Al-Mutair, who placed the
document at his residence for people to sign.
The document appeals to the government and
HH the Amir to issue a pardon against a num-
ber of opposition activists and former MPs
who were handed heavy jail sentences for

storming the Assembly building or for writing
comments deemed offensive on social media.
Several MPs have urged the new prime minis-
ter to begin his new term in office by agree-
ing to an amnesty law and work for national
reconciliation. 

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah meets Audit Bureau chief Faisal Al-
Shaye and his deputy Abdulaziz Al-Saraawi yesterday during a visit to the Audit Bureau. — KUNA 

Terminal 3 closes next month 

KUWAIT: Kuwait International Airport’s Sheikh
Saad Terminal 3 (T3) will be closed for construc-
tion of a new passenger terminal (T2) starting in
January, the country’s civil aviation authority said
yesterday. The road leading to T3 will also be
closed, while all flights of Dubai-based budget car-
rier Flydubai will shift to Terminal 1 from Dec 15
onwards, it added. — KUNA 

India cabinet clears nationality bill 

NEW DELHI: India’s cabinet signed off yesterday
on legislation that stands to give citizenship to cer-
tain religious minorities but not Muslims, in what
critics say is a fresh attempt to sideline the 200-
million-strong Islamic community. Shashi Tharoor
from the main opposition Congress party told
reporters yesterday that the bill “violated” the
basic idea of a secular India as pushed by
Mahatma Gandhi. “It is simple. Citizenship CAN-
NOT be determined by or linked to religion,”
tweeted Sitaram Yechury, a senior politician from
Communist Party of India.  — AFP 

Early cholesterol treatment key

PARIS: Treating younger people with high choles-
terol levels may help reduce their risk of heart
attack or stroke in later life, a major study showed
yesterday. The study in The Lancet said that start-
ing with the same cholesterol level and additional
cardiovascular risk factors - such as obesity or
smoking - men under 45 years faced a 29 percent
risk of fatal or non-fatal heart disease or stroke by
the age of 75. For women, the risk level was 16 per-
cent. However, if their non-HDL (ie “bad”) choles-
terol levels were halved, typically by the use of
statins, the men’s risk came down to 6.0 percent
and women fell to just 4.0 percent. — AFP 

DOHA: The Saudi monarch’s personal invita-
tion to Qatar’s amir to take part in a Gulf
summit in Riyadh next week is the latest sign
of a highly anticipated thaw in a damaging
two-year row. Observers are eagerly awaiting
Qatar’s response, which could pave the way
for a “reconciliation conference” despite the
many hurdles that obstruct the path to a
detente. “Signs that a reconciliation is

impending are multiplying,” said Kristian
Ulrichsen, a fellow at Rice University’s Baker
Institute in the United States. 

Saudi Arabia and allies Egypt, Bahrain and
the United Arab Emirates closed their air-
space to Qatar Airways and banned travel to
the country over charges that Doha backs
radical Islamists and seeks closer ties with
Iran. Doha vehemently denies the charges.
Fittingly for a spat that involves the host
nation of the 2022 World Cup, many of the
peace overtures center on football.

The three Gulf boycott countries are cur-
rently taking part in a regional tournament in
Qatar after they announced their participation
at the last minute, leading to speculation about
an imminent diplomatic breakthrough. Saudi

Arabia, which has also sealed its land border
with Qatar, will play the hosts at the Gulf Cup
semi-finals today. The Saudi team symbolical-
ly flew straight to Doha despite the ban on
direct flights, although the UAE team still
made the obligatory stop in a third country.

And in the latest olive branch, Bahrain’s
football association said it will fly two plane-
loads of supporters to see their semi-final
clash against Iraq today. “The way the tour-
nament is being covered by media and promi-
nent commentators in the blockading states is
strikingly different in tone from anything
we’ve seen over the past two years,” said
Ulrichsen. “(It) may be indicative of a deeper
shift in attitudes toward the rift.”

Continued on Page 24

Qatar, Saudi edge 
towards thaw 
despite hurdles 

WATFORD: NATO heads of government pose for a family photo at the NATO summit
at the Grove Hotel yesterday. — AFP 

TOKYO: An employee of Japanese cosmetics company Kao removes a super thin
transparent layer after using a palm-sized diffuser on her face yesterday. — AFP 

WATFORD, United Kingdom: The
leaders of the world’s most powerful mil-
itary alliance clashed over personality
and policy yesterday as NATO’s summit
ended with an effort to paper over their
sharp divisions. Meeting outside London
to mark the 70th year of the Atlantic
alliance, the members vowed to stick
together against threats from Russia and
terrorism and recognized the challenge
of a rising China.

But the bad blood continued to the
end of the two-day get together, with
US President Donald Trump branding
Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
“two-faced” after a group of allied lead-

ers were caught on video at a
Buckingham Palace reception mocking
the US leaders’ rambling press appear-
ances. Trump cancelled his planned final
news conference to fly directly back to
Washington and into a political storm as
opposition Democrat lawmakers issued a
report calling for his impeachment.  

Despite his anger, he appeared con-
tent with the result of the summit, boast-
ing of having convinced his European
allies to boost defense spending and
Turkey to drop its objections to the
adoption of an updated defense plan for
the Baltic states and Poland. 

The second day of the get together
began with the release of a video show-
ing Trudeau, France’s President
Emmanuel Macron, Britain’s Prime
Minister Boris Johnson and the
Netherlands’ Mark Rutte joking together
about how Trump had delayed the previ-
ous days meetings.

Continued on Page 24

‘Brain dead’ 
NATO summit 
hit by feuds 

TOKYO: A Japanese cosmetics company
yesterday unveiled what it said was the
world’s first spray-on skin, a moisturizing
facemask made of fibers one-100th the
thickness of a human hair. After applying
an absorbent lotion, users spray the fibers
onto their face and a thin translucent sheet
is quickly formed, acting as a “green-
house” for the real skin below to soak up
the moisture and still be able to breathe.
The “second skin” can be worn overnight
or peeled off after about a minute.

“This is the world’s first cosmetic prod-
uct using such technology,” according to
Masayuki Uchiyama, skincare researcher
at Kao, the firm behind the innovation. The
hand-held diffuser was 10 years in the
making, said Uchiyama, who admitted:
“We struggled to make the device small.”
Kao researchers did not initially think of
using the technology of ultra-thin fibers to
create a layer on the skin, he said, adding
that the precise material from which they
were made was a secret.

“But we learned that the skin can still
breathe under the thin fibers for many
hours” in an environment akin to a green-
house. Such cutting-edge tech does not
come cheap though, with each diffuser
costing 50,000 yen ($460). Nevertheless,
Kao predicts cosmetic sales could reach
100 billion yen if the technology is applied
to the medical field. — AFP

Japanese firm 
develops fine
spray-on skin 


