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Messi wins sixth Ballon d’Or 
USA World Cup superstar Megan Rapinoe takes women’s prize

PARIS: Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi reacts after winning the Ballon d’Or France Football 2019 trophy at the Chatelet Theatre in Paris. Lionel Messi won a record-breaking sixth Ballon d’Or on Monday after another
sublime year for the Argentinian, whose familiar brilliance remained undimmed even through difficult times for club and country. — AFP photos

PARIS: Lionel Messi said he hoped to carry on
undimmed by age after claiming a record sixth
men’s Ballon d’Or award at the age of 32 in Paris
on Monday, while USA World Cup superstar
Megan Rapinoe took the women’s prize.
Rapinoe was not at the Chatelet Theatre in the
French capital, unable to make the trip back to
the country where she led the USA to victory in
July. However, Messi was there with his wife,
Antonella Roccuzzo, and two of their children. It
is Messi’s first Ballon d’Or since 2015 and his
sixth overall as he moves one ahead of old rival
Cristiano Ronaldo.

“It is 10 years since I won my first Ballon d’Or
here in Paris and I remember coming here with
my three brothers, I was 22 and it was all
unthinkable for me what I was going through,”
Messi said on stage after receiving the award
from last year’s winner Luka Modric. “I hope I
have several years left to keep enjoying my foot-
ball. I am aware of the age I have and these
moments are all the more enjoyable because the
moment when I have to retire is getting closer
and that is difficult.

“All going well I’ll have several years left but
at the moment time seems to be flying and
everything is happening very quickly. “I hope to
keep enjoying my football, my family, facing my
rivals and all of this life that I have.”

VAN DIJK COMES SECOND 
The Barcelona number 10 won this year’s

prize — organised by France Football magazine
and voted for by a panel of journalists from
around the world — ahead of Liverpool defend-
er Virgil van Dijk, with Ronaldo third.

It is the first time since 2010 that Ronaldo has
failed to rank in the top two. Having starred in
the Liverpool team that won the Champions
League, Van Dijk finished second to Messi just
as he did in the voting for FIFA’s equivalent
prize, The Best, in September.

“Unfortunately there are a couple of players
like him who are a bit unnatural. Six times Ballon
d’Or — you need to respect greatness as well,”
said Van Dijk. Van Dijk was one of four Liverpool
players in the top 10, with Sadio Mane fourth,
Mohamed Salah fifth and goalkeeper Alisson
seventh. The latter won a new prize for the goal-
keeper of the year, named after former USSR
icon Lev Yashin.

Messi has scored 46 goals in 54 matches so
far in 2019, and netted 36 times in total in 34 La
Liga matches last season as Barcelona won the
title. He did not enjoy a successful Copa America
with Argentina but was also the top scorer in
last season’s Champions League with 12 goals.
As if any reminder of his brill iance were
required, on Sunday he scored a wonderful late
winner for Barcelona against Atletico Madrid.

‘INCREDIBLE YEAR’ FOR RAPINOE 
This is just the second year that a women’s

Ballon d’Or — voted for by 48 journalists — has
been awarded, with Rapinoe succeeding
Norway’s Ada Hegerberg. Rapinoe was the star
of the Women’s World Cup on, and off, the field,
winning the Golden Boot for top scorer, with six
goals, and Golden Ball for best player.

She scored the opening goal as the USA beat
the Netherlands 2-0 in the final. But the 34-
year-old feminist icon made headlines with her
outspoken criticism of US President Donald
Trump during the tournament and has led calls
for her team to be paid the same as their male
counterparts.

“It’s been an incredible year,” said Rapinoe in
a recorded video message. “I want to say a huge
thank you to my team-mates, the coaches, the
US Soccer Federation, for all of the support to
allow me to be who I am and do what I do on the
field but also be the person who I am off the
field.” Rapinoe was one of four members of the
US side that lifted the World Cup to be nominat-
ed for the prize, along with Tobin Heath, Rose
Lavelle and Alex Morgan, who finished third on
Monday. England’s Lucy Bronze came second.
Dutch defender Matthijs de Ligt, the ex-Ajax
star now at Juventus, succeeded Kylian Mbappe
as the winner of the Kopa Trophy for the best
player aged under 21. — AFP

MILWAUKEE: Giannis Antetokounmpo totaled 29 points
and 15 rebounds in 22 minutes Monday night as the host
Milwaukee Bucks easily extended their winning streak to
12 games with a wire-to-wire, 132-88 rout of the New
York Knicks. Antetokounmpo recorded his 20th double-
double in 21 games, getting his latest one in 15 minutes
into the first half when the Bucks asserted their will. The
only time Antetokounmpo failed to get a double-double
was two nights ago, when he finished a rebound shy on
Saturday in Milwaukee’s 41-point win over Charlotte.
Antetokounmpo shot 10 of 14 from the floor, hit three 3-
pointers and did not play for the final 16:54, spending the
entire fourth quarter cheering on his teammates, includ-
ing his brother Thanasis. D.J. Wilson added a career-high
19 points and Khris Middleton finished with 16 points for
Milwaukee, which shot 55.8 percent and hit 16 3-point-

ers. Julius Randle led the Knicks with 19 points, but New
York’s other four starters — Kevin Knox, Taj Gibson, RJ
Barrett, and Dennis Smith Jr. — combined for 18 points
on 5-of-33 shooting. The Knicks lost their seventh game
in a row.

SUNS 109, HORNETS 104
Kelly Oubre Jr. hit two 3-point baskets in the final

minute to rescue Phoenix, which blew a big lead and then
recovered to win at Charlotte. Oubre finished with 23
points, missing the first seven of his 3-point attempts
before hitting twice from long range in the last minute.
Booker also had 23 points, while Dario Saric posted 16
points and 10 rebounds and Frank Kaminsky and Mikal
Bridges both had 12 points. Marvin Williams scored 22
points off the bench for Charlotte. The Hornets received 15
points and 13 assists from Graham. Terry Rozier had 13
points while P.J. Washington and Cody Zeller both finished
with 11 points.

76ERS 103, JAZZ 94
Tobias Harris scored 26 points and grabbed nine

rebounds, and Al Horford added 17 points to lift host
Philadelphia past Utah. Joel Embiid contributed 16 points
and 11 rebounds while Ben Simmons had 14 points, nine

assists, eight rebounds and four steals for the Sixers, who
improved to a league-best 10-0 at home. The Sixers won
their fourth game in a row. Rudy Gobert paced the Jazz
with a season-high 27 points to go along with 12
rebounds while Donovan Mitchell added 18 points. Joe
Ingles had 13 points, eight assists and eight rebounds.

HAWKS 104, WARRIORS 79
Trae Young scored 24 points and helped Atlanta break

its 10-game losing streak with a win over visiting Golden
State. It was the largest margin of victory for Atlanta this
season, easily besting the previous high of 17 points
against Detroit on Oct. 24. Young reached the 20-point
mark for the 18th time this season, and extended his
streak of making at least 10 field goals to six games.
Rookie De’Andre Hunter scored 18 points but left the
game with five minutes remaining and went to the locker
room with a hand injury. Golden State got 24 points from
Eric Paschall, who has scored in double figures in 11
straight games, the most by a Warriors rookie since Klay
Thompson went 14 straight in 2012. Paschall added nine
rebounds and six assists.

PACERS 117, GRIZZLIES 104
Seven Pacers players scored in double figures,

Domantas Sabonis flirted with a triple-double, and vis-
iting Indiana defeated Memphis. The Pacers shot 50
percent from the floor, and 16 of 38 (42.1 percent) from
behind the 3-point arc. Central to the outstanding night
from long range, reserves Justin Holiday and Aaron
Holiday had 15 and 11 points, respectively. They com-
bined to make eight of Indiana’s 3-pointers. Malcolm
Brogdon, who scored a team-high 19 points, also led
the squad with nine assists. Grizzlies center Jaren
Jackson Jr. led all scorers with 31 points, marking his
first 30-plus-point effort of the season.

BULLS 113, KINGS 106
Lauri Markkanen stalled a Sacramento flurry with

four free throws, and Zach LaVine buried a rally-killing
3-pointer with 1:15 remaining as visiting Chicago held
off the Kings. In ending a three-game losing streak, the
Bulls led by as many as 19 points and were still up 92-
79 with 9:01 remaining before Sacramento, much as it
had done Saturday in a dramatic win over Denver, came
on strong. LaVine had a game-high 28 points and
Markkanen 20 to pace the Bulls, who lost at Golden
State and Portland to begin a three-game western
swing. Buddy Hield totaled a team-high 26 points for
the Kings. — Reuters

Bucks’ winning 
streak reaches 
twelve games

PARIS: A video of Reign FC’s US midfielder Megan Rapinoe is displayed after she won the
Ballon d’Or France Football 2019 women’s trophy at the Chatelet Theatre in Paris. 


