
HAMILTON: Centuries from Kane Williamson and
Ross Taylor ensured New Zealand drew the rain-hit
second Test against England in Hamilton yesterday,
sealing a 1-0 series win. New Zealand batted the final
day needing a substantial innings to avoid defeat and
were helped by sloppy England fielding.

Williamson, who had three lives including a howler
of a dropped catch by Joe Denly, described it as a
“good effort” to end up with a draw. “A lot of hard
work had to go into saving the match when time didn’t
allow us an opportunity to win it,” he said.

However, England captain Joe Root felt the Test
was always heading for a draw, saying even if the
weather and fielding had gone England’s way “we still
couldn’t have forced a result.” Heavy rain arrived soon
after lunch to end play on the fifth day when New
Zealand were 241 for two in their second innings, 140
ahead with Taylor on 105 and Williamson on 104.

It ensured the spoils went to New Zealand after
their innings victory in the first Test, and improved
their record to eight wins, a draw and one loss to
South Africa in their past 10 Test series. Williamson
brought up his 21st Test century with a four off Joe
Root in the third over after lunch, while Taylor
reached century number 19 with a flourish in Root’s
next over when he smacked a four and two sixes in
consecutive balls. 

Two balls after Taylor had raised his bat and poked
his tongue out in his signature celebration, the rain
arrived to wash out England’s faint hopes. New
Zealand resumed the day at 96 for two with England
hunting early wickets but their plans went off track
when Oll ie Pope and then Denly spil led simple
chances from Williamson. 

The New Zealand skipper was on 39 when wicket-
keeper Pope put down a regulation offering off the
gloves, much to bowler Ben Stokes annoyance, and on
62 Denly inexplicably dropped an even easier chance. 

‘ONE-OFF GOOBER’ 
Williamson gently chipped a slower delivery from

Jofra Archer straight to Denly at short midwicket and,
as the bowler leapt in celebration and Williamson
made an apologetic gesture to Taylor, the ball popped
out of Denly’s hands. 

“It was a one-off goober,” said Root using cricket-
ing slang for a shocking error. There were compar-
isons drawn on social media to the widely regarded
worst dropped catch in Test history when England’s
Mike Gatting put down a sitter off the gloves of India
batsman Kiran More in 1993. 

“We worked very hard to try and create chances
on a very flat wicket and they don’t come around very
often. It’s very frustrating and I’m sure Joe will not
hear the end of it for a long while,” added Root

Williamson had another life when he should have
been run out on 97 but Sam Curran’s shy at the
bowler’s end from mid-off was so far wide of the

stumps that the batsmen had time to return for a
second run.

Despite the errors , Root saw the improved
England performance between the two Tests as
“very pleasing” ahead of a four-Test tour of South
Africa. Root enjoyed a return to form with his man-

of-the-match 226 at the end a poor year when the
skipper averaged below 30.

New Zealand, meanwhile, head to Australia on
Saturday for a three-Test series with the 1-0 win
over England cementing their number two world
ranking behind India. — AFP
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Australia stick to 
winning formula
for New Zealand
ADELAIDE: Australia heavily hinted
yesterday they will field the same XI
for their opening Test against New
Zealand to the one that thrashed
Pakistan, with selectors keen to build a
core group of players.

Tim Paine’s men have proven too
far more consistent in recent months,
having retained the Ashes in England
before a 2-0 series sweep against
Pakistan, culminating in their thump-
ing innings and 48-run win in
Adelaide on Monday.

Tough opposition awaits with the
arrival this month of New Zealand for
three Tests — in Perth, Melbourne
and Sydney — and selectors named
an unchanged 13-man squad. “As we
said prior to the Pakistan series we
are striving to maintain a core group
of players,” said national selector
Trevor Hohns.

“The performance of the team
against Pakistan was very impressive
across all areas.” The only omission
from the squad was spare batsman
Cameron Bancroft, who was on stand-
by but did not play against Pakistan.

That means the same batting line-up
will start against New Zealand in Perth
on December 12, spearheaded by
David Warner who made a monumental
335 not out in Adelaide, ably supported
by Marnus Labuschagne who hit a sec-
ond successive century.

“David Warner has been in excep-
tional form with the bat. The support
he received from Joe Burns in Brisbane
and Marnus Labuschagne in Adelaide
was exactly what we had been asking
for from the top order,” said Hohns.

“They delivered, setting up both
matches in what was an outstanding
all-round performance. We are backing
the current batting line-up to continue
their form across the next three Tests.”
A fiery six-wicket haul from Mitchell
Starc in Adelaide all but ensured he
wil l  start in Perth alongside Josh
Hazlewood, Pat Cummins and Nathan
Lyon with Hohns saying squad mem-
bers Michael Neser and James
Pattinson “will continue as cover”.

Australia reserved the right to add
another player to the squad, particu-
larly if conditions in Melbourne or
Sydney call for an allrounder or sec-
ond spinner. 

Australia: Tim Paine (capt), Joe
Burns, Pat Cummins, Josh Hazelwood,
Travis Head, Marnus Labuschagne,
Nathan Lyon, Michael Neser, James
Pattinson, Steve Smith, Mitchell Starc,
Matthew Wade, David Warner. — AFP

Williamson hails ‘hard work’ to 
save Test, seal England series win

New Zealand head to Australia for a three-Test series

HAMILTON: New Zealand players pose with the trophy after winning the cricket Test series between England and
New Zealand at Seddon Park in Hamilton yesterday. — AFP

SCOREBOARD

New Zealand 1st innings 375 (T. Latham 105, D. Mitchell
73, B. Watling 55, R. Taylor 53; Broad 4-73, Woakes 3-83)
England 1st innings 476 (J. Root 226, R. Burns 101, O. Pope
75; Wagner 5-124)
New Zealand 2nd innings (overnight 96-2)
T. Latham c Root b Woakes                            18
J. Raval lbw b Curran                                       0
K. Williamson not out                                      104
R. Taylor not out                                              105
Extras: (b2, lb3, w3, nb1, pen5)                      14
Total: (for two wkts, 75 overs)                       241
Fall of wickets: 1-2 (Raval), 2-28 (Latham)
Bowling: Broad 9-0-28-0, Curran 16-2-56-1 (2w), Archer
12-1-27-0, Woakes 11-4-12-1, Stokes 14-1-58-0 (1w, 1nb),
Denly 9-1-27-0, Root 4-1-23-0.

Scoreboard in the second Test between New Zealand and
England in Hamilton yesterday:

Pakistan look to
learn from Australia 
drubbing
MELBOURNE: Bringing two uncapped teenage pace
bowlers to Australia, a nation unconquered by the greatest
of Pakistan sides, was never going to end well for Azhar
Ali’s team. For coach Misbah-ul-Haq, the selections of 16-
year-old Naseem Shah and 19-year-old Muhammad Musa
reflected a need for “boldness” in a team that has fallen
steadily down the world rankings in recent years.

The 2-0 whitewash by Tim Paine’s side, completed with
another innings defeat in Adelaide on Monday, exposed all
that for bravado, and Pakistan return home with more
regrets than highlights. Their bowlers had only two cracks
at the Australian batsmen and may well have been glad for
that, having leaked nearly 1,200 runs in two innings for the
return of 13 wickets.

Naseem and Musa managed one wicket between them,
legspinner Yasir Shah conceded 100 runs for each of his
four scalps and the team’s most experienced quick,
Mohammad Abbas, was worryingly down on pace when
recalled at Adelaide Oval.

Of the bowlers, only Shaheen Afridi leaves Australia
with reputation enhanced, the 19-year-old talent having
produced some fiery spells to top his team’s wicket-takers
with five victims. While Pakistan have rarely looked less
capable of breaking their Test series drought in Australia,
a rueful Azhar could at least see a brighter future as the
squad’s raw talent matures.

“We didn’t live up to the expectations that were based
around this young team,” the skipper told reporters. “But
we felt that these guys were in the best shape to deal with
the conditions here, and that’ll be the case in the future.

“We shouldn’t get too disappointed about this and
keep in mind that young bowlers like these will only play
more cricket and get better. We need to show some
patience.”

Pakistan will take some solace that the future has
already arrived in the form of Babar Azam, who came to
Australia as the world’s top T20 batsman and departs as a
proven test performer.

The 25-year-old has been a slow-burning talent in the
longest format, but after carving out 104 in Brisbane and
97 in Adelaide on the home pitches of one of the world’s

most potent attacks, he will head into the upcoming series
against Sri Lanka brimming with confidence.

“He’s been tremendous in white-ball cricket and in the
recent past, he’s been gradually building up his test stats
as well,” Azhar said of Babar. “But this series definitely will
be the breakthrough he wanted.”

Disappointment for Azhar’s team will soon turn into an
unfamiliar joy when they play Sri Lanka in Rawalpindi and
Karachi later this month, the first tests in Pakistan since
militants attacked a bus convoy carrying the Sri Lanka
team in Lahore in 2009. — Reuters

ADELAIDE: File photo shows Australia’s cricket team coach Justin Langer (R) speaks to Pakistan’s players Imam-ul-Haq (L)
and Babar Azam (C) after Australia defeated Pakistan on the fourth day of the second cricket Test match in Adelaide. —AFP

NZ Cricket file 
complaint with 
police over 
Archer abuse
WELLINGTON: New Zealand Cricket have filed
a complaint with police after their own investiga-
tion failed to “conclusively identify” a spectator
who England fast bowler Jofra Archer said had
racially abused him during the first Test at Mt.
Maunganui.

Archer said on social media at the end of the
match at Bay Oval last week that he was abused
while batting in England’s second innings. NZC
condemned the behaviour and formally apolo-
gised to Archer ahead of the second test at
Seddon Park in Hamilton, which ended in a draw
on Tuesday.

“What happened to Jofra was reprehensible
and has led to a general upscaling of security
around the area of racial abuse at all our interna-
tional venues,” NZC Chief Executive David White
said in a statement yesterday.

“Should the person responsible ever reoffend,
we believe we have enough information to link
him to the Bay Oval incident.” NZC added they
had examined CCTV footage, reviewed audio,
interviewed spectators and monitored social
media in an effort to identify the person responsi-
ble for the abuse.

“While the information-gathering exercise was
useful, NZC has been unable to conclusively iden-
tify the person responsible,” the organisation said
in the statement. “Despite this, NZC’s David
White believed there was enough material gar-
nered from the inquiry to justify lodging a com-
plaint with the police.”

White said they would look to impose a
lengthy ban from attending cricket in the country
if a positive identification was made. He said last
week it would likely be a lifetime ban. —Reuters

Ganguly wants India
to play pink-ball
Tests in every series
NEW DELHI: Indian cricket board chief Sourav Ganguly
believes pink-ball Tests are here to stay and wants the team
under Virat Kohli to play at least one such match in every
series. India became the last major cricket nation to embrace
day-night Tests when they hosted neighbours Bangladesh in
front of a sellout crowd at Kolkata’s Eden Gardens last month.

As the president of the Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI), Ganguly’s nudge prompted India to take the plunge
into day-night Tests, which pundits believe can address test
cricket’s dwindling attendance in most venues.

“I am pretty upbeat about it,” Ganguly told ‘The Week’
magazine. “I feel this is the way forward. Not every Test, but at
least one Test in a series.”

The world’s richest cricket board aggressively marketed
India’s maiden pink-ball Test, illuminating prominent city land-
marks in pink and overall creating a buzz around the match.

Encouraged by the turnout in Kolkata, other Indian venues
are now ready to host day-night Tests, Ganguly said. “I will
share my experiences with the board and we will try and
implement it in other places.”

“After this, everyone is ready. Nobody wants to play test crick-
et in front of 5,000 people,” added the former India captain.
Kohli has welcomed the innovation but said pink-ball tests should
be an exception and not the rule. “I think (day-night Tests) can be
a one-off thing, it should not be a regular scenario,” Kohli said in
Kolkata on the eve of the Test match.  — Reuters

Jofra Archer


