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A Botero sculpture is pictured on Lincoln Road in Miami Beach.A car made with sand is seen on the temporary installation ‘Order of Importance’ from the artist Leandro
Erlich in Miami Beach.

A Botero sculpture is seen on Lincoln Road in Miami Beach. 

AJapanese woman whose campaign against
mandatory high heels in the workplace won
broad public support has stepped up her fight

against strict corporate dress codes-including a de-
facto ban on women wearing glasses. Actress and
freelance writer Yumi Ishikawa shot to prominence
this year with her drive against Japanese office cul-
ture, in which high heels are seen as near-obligatory
when job-hunting or working in the office. 

Known by the slogan “#KuToo”-a play on words
from the Japanese word “kutsu”, meaning shoes, and
“kutsuu”, meaning “pain”-the campaign was chosen
on Monday as one of the buzzwords of the year.
Ishikawa’s latest petition to relax the rules, delivered
to the labor ministry on Tuesday, has attracted more
than 31,000 signatures. 

“The root cause of the problem is that (there are
companies) that have rules for women only-such as
a ban on wearing glasses or a requirement to wear
make-up,” the 32-year-old told reporters. “This
practice has to be reviewed,” she added.
Campaigners had already submitted a petition to the
government in June which called for legislation to
declare the obligatory wearing of high heels as
harassment.

But Ishikawa said progress had been lukewarm
and she was “shocked to see there was no mention
of high heels” in the government’s draft rules pub-
lished in October. An official who received the peti-
tion said the labour ministry would “consider the
petition as one of the opinions” before making a
final decision on new government rules to counter
harassment in workplace. One 28-year-old woman
contacted by AFP, who asked to remain anonymous,
said glasses were banned at her workplace because
they give a “cold facial expression”.

“I’ve been wearing glasses for more than a
decade because I suffer from dry eye syndrome. I
feel uncomfortable wearing contact lenses and am
worried that my eye disease may get worse,” said
the receptionist. An official at a major employment
agency told AFP that come companies asked recep-
tionists to “refrain from wearing glasses” as part of
dress codes that also included a ban on dyed hair or
unmanicured nails.  Campaigners have said high
heels are akin to modern foot-binding while others
have urged other dress codes, such as the near-total
donning of business suits for men, to be loosened in
the Japanese workplace.— AFP 

People walk around the temporary
installation ‘Order of Importance’

from the artist Leandro Erlich in
Miami Beach, Florida. —  AFP Photos

On Miami Beach, more than
60 cars sculpted out of
sand are drawing attention

at this year’s Art Basel international
festival, but the aim of their creator
is as much about raising awareness
of climate change as tickling art
lovers’ palates. The sand cars,
which form what looks like a traffic
jam sinking into the world-famous
beach, have proven a favorite with
visitors who snap selfies in front of
the installation, entitled “Order of
Importance” and created by 46-
year-old Argentine sculptor
Leandro Erlich. Erlich told
reporters Monday the work is a
reflection on the crisis the world is
facing due to climate change and
“our responsibility, our implication
in the events that are starting to
happen to the planet.”

The title “has to do with under-
standing what our priorities are
right now and thinking about our
future,” he said. The artist was
walking among the sand cars with
Miami Beach Mayor Dan Gelber,

who congratulated Erlich on cap-
turing the contradictory nature of
Miami Beach, which is built on a
fragile barrier island and facing
numerous challenges from climate
change, yet also reliant on tourism. 

“For someone to be able to
create a confluence of these
things, the environment, the
urbanization, the ecology, so that
a person walking by can see it and
experience it and think about it in
his own way is something spectac-
ular,” said Gelber. Erlich is best
known for his work Dalston House,
an optical i l lusion in which he
placed a huge mirror at an angle in
front of the life-sized replica of a
house’s facade, giving visitors the
sense they were hanging off the
building’s wall. Another work fea-
tured an illusory swimming pool
that allowed people to look like
they were walking, fully clothed,
under water. — AFP 


