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Littered trash ruins image of
Kuwait’s parks, public spaces 

KUWAIT: While most people enjoy going out to various parks and public spaces in Kuwait for quality and leisure time, the sad fact is that most of such
areas are littered with trash, creating a nauseating image; ruining the fun for everyone. Time and again, government entities and organizations
spread public service announcements encouraging the populace to safeguard the environment and to protect the beauty of beaches and parks. The
state also launched the Environmental Police initiative to curb violators from polluting and throwing trash, but despite all those efforts, some individ-
uals keep on doing it. — KUNA

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Cancer rates are on the rise around the world, a
Kuwaiti specialist warned, adding that the Gulf region has
the same cancer rate as global rates which stands at 102
cases for every 100,000 people. Breast cancer makes a
quarter of cancer cases at the rate of 43 cases for every
100,000 people, while Kuwait is among countries with
above average rates at 58.8 for every 100,000 people,
said Dr Faisal Al-Tarkeet, Head of the Medical Unit of
Breast Cancer and Tumors at Kuwait Cancer Control
Center (KCCC).

Dr Tarkeet was speaking during the second summit for
the Middle East and Africa for combating  breast cancer,
which was held in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). “Heart
disease is the number one killer around the world, followed
by the various types of cancer,” he said, adding that can-
cer will likely become the number one killer in several
years.

High recovery rate
Breast cancer tops the list among female cancer patients

worldwide, he said, adding that it is not terminal as many
people think, noting that the recovery rate from breast can-
cer is 96 percent. In the meantime, he warned against late
diagnosis, urging the public to carry out periodic testing.
“People are afraid to talk about cancer because they

believe it is a terminal disease, but that is mostly because
they are unaware of the fact that early detection makes
survival chances very high,” he indicated.

Meanwhile, Head of UAE Tumors Society Dr Hameed
Al-Shamsi said although breast cancer is the most preva-
lent type of cancer in the Middle East, many women who
are affected refrain from seeking immediate medical care,
and as a result, the region is seeing an increase in the rate
of late detections. “This encouraged us to create many
partnerships with government and non-government insti-
tutions to design a group of programs that suit the needs
of local communities to confront the worrying trends, and
benefit from the rare opportunities to educate about the
disease,” he said.

Pre-diabetes stage
Separately, a Kuwaiti specialist said that the pre-dia-

betes stage is important because there is up to 60 percent
chance to prevent the disease before getting it. “The
patient does not feel any symptoms and seems normal in
this stage, therefore it requires close attention to save this
group of patients,” Head of Kuwait Diabetes Society
(KDS) Dr Waleed Al-Dhahi said.

Dr Dhahi was speaking after an awareness program on
diabetes that was held for primary health care doctors. The
event was organized by KDS in cooperation with the
Central Department of Primary Care at the Health Ministry.
“Any person with a family history with this disease, high
blood pressure (hypertension), obesity or minimal physical
activity must carry out blood sugar level tests periodically,”
he said. Furthermore, he noted that KDS holds awareness
activities throughout the year, applauding the Ministry of
Health’s support in that regard. “There is coordination at the
highest level between the ministry and KDS, and the min-
istry has a major role to ensure the success of such confer-
ences,” he indicated.

Early cancer
detection saves
lives: Kuwaiti doctor

KUWAIT: A group picture of participants in an awareness program on diabetes held for primary health
care doctors.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Acting Deputy
Director General for the
Firefighting Sector at Kuwait Fire
Service Directorate Maj Gen
Mohammad Al-Mahameed held a
meeting yesterday with repre-
sentatives of 21 state depart-
ments to coordinate on a joint
drill to be held in February 2020.
Following the meeting, he said
that the Shamel-6 exercise will

deal with the joint command for
crisis management. 

In other news, Interior
Ministry Undersecretary Lt Gen
Essam Al-Naham visited the gen-
eral traffic department’s building
where he inaugurated the central
control operations room after it
underwent some renovations. He
was received by Assistant
Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs
and Operations Maj Gen Jamal
Al-Sayegh and other officials.

KFSD conducts
‘crisis management’
drill Feb 2020

KUWAIT: Acting Deputy Director General for the Firefighting
Sector at Kuwait Fire Service Directorate Maj Gen Mohammad
Al-Mahameed speaks during a meeting on a joint drill to be
held in February 2020.

VIENNA: Kuwait stressed on Monday its continued sup-
port to the leading role by the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) in building capabilities contributing to the
achievement of sustainable development. This came in a
speech delivered by Kuwaiti Ambassador to Austria and
Permanent Representative to International Organizations
in Vienna Sadeq Marafi before the IAEA exceptional
annual conference to inaugurate the agency’s new Director
General Argentina’s Rafael Grossi. Marafi stressed the
agency’s key role in boosting nuclear safety and security
of all member states. He expressed his sincere congratula-
tions to Grossi on being elected the new chief of the
agency. He said Grossi’s big experience would enable him

lead the agency professionally and neutrally. The Kuwaiti
Ambassador noted he is looking forward to working with
the new chief and all concerned countries. He affirmed
Kuwait’s full backing, and absolute preparation, to partici-
pate effectively in achieving the common goals. He thanked
the agency’s acting chief Cornel Feruta for achieving the
assigned duties while he was chairing the institution during
the transitional period. The conference was held to
approve the appointment of Grossi, who is the first Latin
American to chair the IAEA. Grossi replaced Japan’s
Yukiya Amano who died last July. Grossi was elected for
the post by the Board of Governors with 24 votes out of
35, as one member abstained from voting. — KUNA

Kuwait continues backing IAEA ‘leading role’


