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Saudi King invites Qatari Amir 
to Riyadh for GCC summit 

UAE praises Assad for ‘wise leadership’, cementing ties with Syria
DOHA/DAMASCUS: Saudi King Salman has invited
Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani to a
meeting next week of the Gulf regional bloc in Riyadh,
Qatari state media said yesterday without specifying if
Doha had accepted. The invitation to the Dec 10 sum-
mit of the six-nation Gulf Cooperation (GCC) comes
amid signs of reduced animosity between Qatar and
Saudi Arabia, which has led an economic boycott of
Doha since 2017.

Saudi Arabia and allies Egypt, Bahrain and the
United Arab Emirates closed their airspace to Qatar
Airways and banned travel to the country over charges
that Doha backs radical Islamists and seeks closer ties
with Iran. Qatar vehemently denies the charges. The
three Gulf boycott countries are currently participating
in a regional football tournament in Qatar having
announced their participation at the last minute.

Saudi Arabia and hosts Qatar are facing off in the
semifinals tomorrow. “The Amir, Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al-Thani, received a written message from...
Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud to attend the
(GCC) summit,” the Qatar News Agency reported. The
Amir has been represented by senior officials at GCC
summits since the blockade was imposed despite hav-

ing received invitations.
Meanwhile, the United Arab Emirates’ top diplomat

in Syria has praised President Bashar Al-Assad for his
“wise leadership”, in one of the strongest expressions
of support yet from a country that once backed
Damascus’ enemies in the civil war. The two restored
diplomatic ties last year and the UAE’s vocal support
will be welcome by Assad, who has wrested control of
most of his country from rebels and jihadists and is
seeking to shed his status as pariah to much of the out-
side world.

Speaking at a ceremony to mark UAE national day
on Dec 2, UAE charge d’affaires Abdul-Hakim Naimi
said he hoped “security and stability prevails through-
out the Syrian Arab Republic under the wise leadership
of President Bashar Al-Assad. “Syria-UAE relations are
solid, distinct and strong,” he added, according to a
video posted by Russian broadcaster RT.

The UAE has begun to forge closer ties with
Damascus to counter the influence of its rivals Iran
and Turkey. Last December it reopened its embassy
there, angering Washington, which has sought to keep
Assad isolated. 

Continued on Page 24
KUWAIT: Prince William, Duke of Cambridge, looks on from the window of a building as Kuwaiti and British soldiers
outside take part in the Desert Warrior exercise at Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah Camp yesterday. — AFP (See Page 2)

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources yesterday said that in
response to a memo by the Cabinet’s financial affairs
committee, the ministry of commerce and industry reject-
ed a proposal to cancel ration cards given to citizens and
some non-Kuwaitis like GCC nationals and military
bedoons. The sources explained that the ministerial finan-
cial affairs committee had earlier discussed a parliamen-
tary proposal calling for cancelling the cards that annual-
ly cost the government over KD 10 million, and instead
pay monthly food allowances to citizens with their
monthly salary. 

“The proposal was meant to cut financial subsidies to
less than half and only give citizens monthly allowances to
purchase food supplies, save the sums paid to expats
working at subsidized goods centers and prevent smug-

gling of subsidized goods abroad and giving them to
people who do not deserve them,” the sources explained,
warning that in this case, non-Kuwaitis getting subsidized
food supplies would be deprived of the privilege. 

The sources added that the ministry memo also
warned that cancelling these cards would lead to price
hikes and overburden citizens, which might be used as a
pretext to demand pay raises. “This will overburden the
state budget, especially since salaries already consume
over three quarters of the general budget and the gov-
ernment is trying to cut expenses and salaries through
encouraging more citizens to work for the private sector,”
the sources remarked.  

“Kuwait is an open market based on demand and sup-
ply, which makes it hard to monitor and control prices,”
the sources added, noting that possible price increases
will also affect needed expats who might be forced to
leave, and Kuwait cannot afford losing them. Finally, the
sources reconfirmed that the subsidized food supply
cards will remain in use with some reforms such as
appointing Kuwaiti supervisors at all centers, restricting
jobs done by expats to handling only and inspecting the
centers more often.   

MoCI rejects bid to 
scrap ration cards

MADRID: This decade is set to be the hottest in his-
tory, the United Nations said yesterday in an annual
assessment outlining the ways in which climate change
is outpacing humanity’s ability to adapt to it. The
World Meteorological Organization said global tem-
peratures so far this year were 1.1 degrees Celsius

above the pre-industrial average between 1850-1900.
That puts 2019 on course to be in the top three
warmest years ever recorded, and possibly the hottest
non-El Nino year yet. 

Man-made emissions from burning fossil fuels,
building infrastructure, growing crops and transporting
goods mean 2019 is set to break the record for atmos-
pheric carbon concentrations, locking in further warm-
ing, the WMO said. Oceans, which absorb 90 percent
of the excess heat produced by greenhouse gases, are
now at their highest recorded temperatures. 
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UN: 2010s hottest 
decade in history

KHARTOUM: Twenty-three people were killed and
dozens injured as a fire triggered by an explosion in a
gas tanker tore through a factory in the Sudanese capi-
tal yesterday, officials said. Thick plumes of black

smoke billowed into the sky after the blaze broke out at
a tile manufacturing unit in an industrial zone of north
Khartoum, witnesses said. Police cordoned off the
entire area, an AFP correspondent reported from the
scene as fire engines battled to douse the blaze.

“A fire erupted in an industrial area because of
which 23 people were killed and more than 130
injured,” the cabinet said in a statement. “A blast in a
gas tanker triggered the fire.” Preliminary reports from
the scene indicate that necessary safety equipment was
missing at the site, it said. 
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23 killed as 
fire engulfs 
Sudan factory

KHARTOUM: A burning gas tank is seen at a tile manufacturing unit in an industrial zone yesterday. — AFP 


