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SCOREBOARD

Australia 1st innings 589-3 dec (D. Warner 335 n.o, M.

Labuschagne 162)

Pakistan 1st innings 302 (Y. Shah 113, B. Azam 97; Starc 6-

66, Cummins 3-83)

Pakistan 2nd innings (overnight 39-3)

S. Masood c Starc b Lyon 68

Imam-ul-Haq lbw Hazlewood 0

A. Ali c Smith b Starc 9 

B. Azam c Paine b Hazlewood 8

A. Shafiq c Warner b Lyon 57

I. Ahmed c Labuschagne b Lyon 27

M. Rizwan b Hazlewood 45

Y. Shah lbw Lyon 13

S. Afridi c Hazlewood b Lyon 1

M. Abbas run out (Cummins) 1

M. Musa not out 4

Extras (lb6) 6 

Total (all out; 82 overs) 239 

Fall of wickets: 1-2 (Imam-ul-Haq), 2-11 (Azhar), 3-20

(Azam), 4-123 (Masood), 5-154 (Shafiq), 6-201 (Ahmed), 7-

221 (Yasir), 8-229 (Afridi), 9-235 (Rizwan), 10-239 (Abbas)  

Bowling: Starc 16-3-47-1, Hazlewood 23-4-63-3, Cummins

15-4-45-0, Lyon 25-7-69-5, Labuschagne 3-0-9-0

Result: Australia won by an innings and 48 runs.

Final scoreboard at the end of the pink-ball second
cricket Test between Australia and Pakistan at
Adelaide Oval yesterday:

Spin king Lyon takes five as Australia 
thrash Pakistan with day to spare

ADELAIDE: Spin king Nathan Lyon snared five wick-
ets, including dangerous half-century makers Shan
Masood and Asad Shafiq, as Australia wore down a
stubborn Pakistan to clinch the second Test and wrap
up the series 2-0 yesterday.

Pakistan resumed day four of the day-night match on
a precarious 39 for three with Masood not out 14 and
Shafiq on eight after being bowled out for 302 in their
first innings and forced to follow on.

It followed Australia’s mammoth 589 for three
declared, built around David Warner’s exceptional 335
not out — the 10th highest Test score of all time.
Needing another 248 to force Australia to bat again
and avoid a second successive innings defeat, they had
a decent crack but were eventually all out for 239 with
the home team claiming victory by an innings and 48
runs. It was Australia’s sixth consecutive win in a pink
ball Test — four of them at Adelaide — with every day-
night Test played so far since the concept was intro-
duced in 2015 producing a result. “Really happy.
Barring few slip-ups in the field yesterday, we played
excellent cricket in the last two matches,” said Australia
captain Tim Paine. 

“David and Marnus (Labuschagne) have been unbe-
lievably good. We all witnessed a special knock from
David Warner. It is among the top one or two innings
ever by an Australian.” Lyon was Australia’s saviour, fin-
ishing with 5-69 on a lifeless pitch that offered little for
the home side’s fast bowlers, who were made to toil. 

It was his 16th five-wicket haul and his first against
Pakistan, who have lost all four Tests they have played
this year after two defeats to South Africa in January.
Defeat continued Pakistan’s appalling record in
Australia, where they have now crashed in 14 consecu-
tive Tests.

“I would like to congratulate Australia and especially
David Warner,” said Pakistan skipper Azhar Ali. “We
have been beaten by a better team. We will take some
positives from here. As a bowling unit, we need to con-
trol the scoring rate.”

At least they offered some resistance yesterday, with
Masood, who models himself on England’s Alastair
Cook, playing some glorious strokes as he assumed a
leadership role after Babar Azam and captain Azhar Ali
fell cheaply on Sunday evening.

His sixth Test 50, in his 17th Test, arrived with a

boundary off Lyon, his sixth four, before he chipped the
spinner to mid-off on 68 where Mitchell Starc collected
an easy catch. Shafiq, who has 12 Test hundreds to his
name, proved to be Masood’s equal and brought up his
25th half-century with a single off Josh Hazlewood.

But Lyon struck again, with Shafiq getting a thin
edge to a flighted ball that carried to Warner at slip and
he was gone for 57. Lyon then removed Iftikhar Ahmed,
caught at short leg by Labuschagne for a battling 27,
before trapping surprise first-innings century-maker
Yasir Shah lbw for 13. Shaheen Afridi became his fifth
victim, caught at mid-off by Hazlewood on the last ball
before dinner.

The new pink ball was taken when they returned and
with the lights on it didn’t take long to finish off the tail,

with Hazlewood clean-bowling Mohammad Rizwan for
45 and Mohammad Abbas run out. It capped another
commanding victory for Australia who exploited
Pakistan’s inexperienced bowling attack, which includes
two teenagers. 

Warner’s triple century was the highlight while
Labuschagne shored up his burgeoning reputation
by making 162 to go with the 185 he made in the
f irst  Test  at  Br isbane. Mitchel l  Starc was the
destroyer in Pakistan’s first innings, taking 6-66 to
reinforce his position as perhaps the best pink-ball
bowler in the world.

Tougher opposition awaits them with the arrival this
month of New Zealand for three Tests — in Perth,
Melbourne and Sydney. — AFP

ADELAIDE: The Australian team celebrates with the trophy after Australia defeated Pakistan on the fourth day
of the second cricket Test match in Adelaide yesterday. —AFP

ABU DHABI: Lewis Hamilton has admitted he will be
torn between loyalty to Mercedes and the novelty of a
new challenge at Ferrari when he considers his options
for what is expected to be his last racing driver’s con-
tract in Formula One. The 34-year-old Briton had little
time to bask in the glory of his stunning dominance of
Sunday’s Abu Dhabi Grand Prix before being pressed
to talk about his future and a possible switch from the
Silver Arrows to Ferrari.

The six-time world champion was circumspect,
however, in his answers during post-race interviews in
which he declined offers to deny that he had already
spoken to the Italian team’s chairman, John Elkann.

Hamilton’s current contract with Mercedes ends
next year, leaving him free to move for the 2021 season
when Formula One ushers in a radical new set of rules
that may coincide with Sebastian Vettel choosing to
leave Ferrari, possibly for Mercedes in a dramatic swap
with Hamilton, or to retire.

Hamilton, owner of two high-performance Ferrari
road cars, made clear that he is simply looking around
to weigh up his options beyond next year when he may
equal Michael Schumacher’s record of seven drivers’
championship titles.

He also made clear that he is in no rush to make any
decisions, a position applauded by his current team
chief Toto Wolff who may also be considering his
future when the sport shifts into a new era.

Wolff said he felt there was a 75 percent likelihood
that Hamilton would stay and sign a new contract, likely
to be his last as an F1 driver, with Mercedes - but he
said also that there was a clear 25 percent chance that
he may move. “Naturally, everything that happens
behind closed doors is always private with whoever
you end up sitting with,” explained Hamilton after win-
ning his 11th race this year, his fifth at the Yas Marina
circuit and the 88th of his career.

“For many years, I have never sat down to consider
other options because we have been driving straight
ahead on the path we have been on. We are still on that
path and there is very little that is going to shift that.

“I love where I am so it is definitely not a quick
decision to do something else, but it is only smart and
wise for me to sit and think of what I want if it is the
last stage of my career. “I want to keep winning. I can-
not tell you what is going to happen moving forward. I
love where I am so it is definitely not a quick decision
to do something else.”

Italian news media reported last weekend that
Hamilton had held two meetings with Elkann this year -
discussions that Wolff appeared to know of when he
was asked about his and the Englishman’s futures.

“I hope that our relationship continues, but, equally,
there is a 25 percent chance we are not in control of,”
said the 47-year-old Austrian, tipped as a potential
overall boss of Formula One if he can be tempted to
leave Mercedes. “We will see how the next months pan
out...  A sports team is not static. It is dynamic. That
means there is always going to be change — and
change can provide opportunity. If one important
member of the team breaks out, that provides risk, but
also an opportunity....”—AFP

Hamilton to be 
torn between 
loyalty, novelty

Australia clinch second Test and wrap up series 2-0 

WELLINGTON: New Zealand captain
Kane Williamson and senior batsman
Ross Taylor loom as the key wickets
England need to capture to win the sec-
ond Test as the hosts finished the fourth
day on 96-2 at Seddon Park in Hamilton
yesterday.

Williamson was on 37, while Taylor
was 31 as New Zealand head into the
final day still facing a five-run deficit
after England were dismissed in their
first innings for 476, with Joe Root
breaking out of a prolonged slump with
a majestic 226.

The England captain had resurrected
his side’s innings with a 177-run partner-
ship with Rory Burns (101) on Sunday
and 193 with Ollie Pope, who had been in
sight of his first test century before he
fell for 75 as they chased quick runs
before tea. “I have been close for a long
time in terms of a real big score,” Root
told the BBC. “I have never felt like it has
been far away.

“Once I got in I had the bit between
my teeth and wanted to make a big one.
We have got ourselves in a position
where we can still win.”

New Zealand won the first match of
the two-test series at Bay Oval in Mt
Maunganui by an innings and 65-runs.

Heavy rain, however, is forecast for
Hamilton after lunch on the fifth day and
England will need to run through New
Zealand’s batting early on to seal victory.

Root’s third test double century had
put his side into a strong position, which
was only made stronger when Sam
Curran trapped Jeet Raval in front for a
two-ball duck.

Raval did not review the decision,
despite being asked by fellow opener
Tom Latham if it was worth it, but tech-
nology suggested he had got an inside
edge on the ball before it cannoned into
his pad. Latham followed shortly after
for 18 when he nicked a Chris Woakes
delivery to Root at first slip to leave New
Zealand struggling at 28-2, before
Williamson and Taylor drove their side
through to stumps. England’s innings had
been dominated by Root, who brought
up his 17th test century on Sunday to
break out of his prolonged slump.

He had not achieved three figures in a
test since scoring 122 against West
Indies in St Lucia in February - a stretch
of 15 innings - and was averaging 27.10
this year prior to the Seddon Park match.

Root, who had resumed on Monday
on 114, brought up his 200 after lunch
with a quick single into the offside that
left Pope having to dive to make his
ground, although the throw at the
stumps was wayward.

He eventually was caught in the deep
for 226 as he tried to increase the scor-
ing rate before tea, falling four balls after
Pope had been caught attempting to do
the same thing.

Root moved inside the top-10 test run
scorers for England with his innings,
advancing to 7282 runs at an average of
48.54, the highest in the list. Neil Wagner
finished with 5-124 as he ran through the
tail. “We had to graft really hard,”
Wagner said. “I was lucky enough to get
the rewards. I felt a bit sorry for the oth-
er guys because they bowled well with-
out much luck.” —Reuters

England in strong position 
as N Zealand reach 96-2 

SCOREBOARD

New Zealand 1st innings 375 (T. Latham 105, D.
Mitchell 73, B. Watling 55, R. Taylor 53; Broad 4-
73, Woakes 3-83)
England 1st innings (overnight 269-5)
R. Burns run out (Raval/Watling) 101
D. Sibley lbw Southee 4
J. Denly c Watling b Henry 4
J. Root c Nicholls b Santner 226
B. Stokes c Taylor b Southee 26
Z. Crawley c Watling b Wagner 1
O. Pope c Raval b Wagner 75
S. Curran not out 11
C. Woakes c Watling b Wagner 0
J. Archer b Wagner 8
C. Broad b Wagner 0
Extras (b4, lb14, w1, nb1) 20
Total (all out; 162.5 overs) 476 
Fall of wickets: 1-11 (Sibley), 2-24 (Denly), 3-201
(Burns), 4-245 (Stokes), 5-262 (Crawley), 6-455

(Pope), 7-458 (Root), 8-460 (Woakes), 9-476
(Archer), 10-476 (Broad)
Bowling: Southee 37-4-90-2, Henry 33-6-87-1,
Wagner 35.5-3-124-5 1w), Mitchell 22-5-69-0
(1nb), Santner 35-4-88-1

New Zealand 2nd innings
T. Latham c Root b Woakes 18
J. Raval lbw 0
K. Williamson not out 37
R. Taylor not out 31
Extras: (b1, lb2, w2, p5) 10
Total: (two wickets; 34 overs) 96
Fall of wickets: 1-2 (Raval), 2-28 (Latham)
Bowling: Broad 5-0-18-0, Curran 8-1-26-1 (2w),
Archer 7-0-19-0, Woakes 7-3-8-1, Stokes 6-1-
17-0, J. Denly 1-1-0-0.
Series: New Zealand lead 1-0.

Scoreboard at stumps on day four of the second Test between New Zealand and England in
Hamilton yesterday:

HAMILTON: England’s paceman Ben Stokes (L) reacts after New Zealand’s batsman
Ross Taylor hit a boundary on day four of the second cricket Test match between
England and New Zealand at Seddon Park in Hamilton yesterday. — AFP

CAPE TOWN: Graeme Smith has confirmed he is
again in discussions with Cricket South Africa (CSA)
to be their new Director of Cricket, but said a Sunday
newspaper report that he had already been appointed
was premature.

Smith, the most successful test captain in cricket
history with 53 wins, had been encouraged to apply
by embattled CSA chief executive officer Thabang

Moroe as the organisation seeks a long-term replace-
ment for Ottis Gibson, whose contract was not
renewed after a dismal World Cup in England.

Smith turned down the job in November, but a
report in South Africa’s Sunday Times said that he
had now been persuaded to accept it. However, he
said that was not true, at least not yet.

“Contrary to media reports I have not been
appointed Director of Cricket by CSA. As previously
advised, I withdrew my application for the role. I am,
however, in ongoing discussions with CSA, but I still
have real concerns, which I have reiterated to them,”
he said via Twitter.

Smith called his previous discussions with CSA a
“frustrating process”, without divulging his concerns.
Smith announced in a statement on Nov. 14 that he
was withdrawing his application having “not devel-
oped the necessary confidence that I would be given
the level of freedom and support to initiate the
required changes”.

Moroe has come under fire for the length of time it
has taken to fill the role vacated by Gibson in August,
especially with a looming, high-profile four-test home
series against England that starts on Boxing Day.

Little-known Enoch Nkwe took up the job on an
interim basis for a disastrous test tour of India in
October that saw the side slip to three heavy defeats,
and will continue for the England series unless a per-
manent appointment is made.

Moroe has also been criticised for an authoritarian
style of leadership that saw CSA briefly revoke the
media accreditation of five journalists on Sunday,
before restoring their access hours later after an out-
cry over press freedom.

“Their access was revoked because we’ve been
trying on numerous occasions to sit with them so
that we can say guys we are not happy with the way
you are representing us in the public. We are not
silencing journalists,” Moroe told Eye Witness
News yesterday. — Reuters

Cautious Smith
confirms on-going 
discussions over 
S Africa role


