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Leading the 15-strong Congressional delegation,
Pelosi came to Madrid even as her colleagues in the
House consider articles of impeachment against Trump.

“We see this as an existential threat,” she said. “We
have not lived up to the challenge. We have a moral
responsibility to future generations to pass on this
planet in a better way,” Pelosi said. “We see climate
change as a public health issue,” she said, standing
alongside heads of state from Costa Rica and
Bangladesh. “We see it as an economic issue because
this is the way to new green technologies,” she contin-
ued. “And we see it as a national security issue.”

Trump has dismissed global warming as a hoax, and
dismantled many of the climate and environmental pro-
tection policies set in place by his predecessor Barack
Obama. Last month Trump gave formal notice of the US
withdrawal from the 196-nation Paris climate treaty,
which calls for capping global warming at well below
two degrees Celsius, and 1.5C if possible. 

In his impassioned appeal, Guterres cited new find-
ings from the World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) confirming that the last five years have been
the hottest ever recorded. Concentration of planet-
warming CO2 in the atmosphere has also reached levels
not seen in three to five million years, the WMO will
report this week. “The last time there was a comparable
concentration,” Guterres said, “the temperature was
two to three degrees Celsius warmer, and sea levels
were 10 to 20 metres higher than today.”

A major UN science report last year reset the Paris
accord’s threshold for a climate-safe world from 2C to
1.5C, concluding that the global economy must be “car-
bon neutral” by 2050 to stay under that threshold.

“What is still lacking is political will - to put a price on
carbon, to stop subsidies on fossil fuels, to stop building
coal power plants,” Guterres said. “The best available
science, through the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC), tells us today that going beyond that
(1.5C) would lead us to catastrophic disaster.”

President Hilda Heine of the Marshall Islands warned
that breaching the 1.5C barrier would spell the end of
her water-bound homeland. “The most vulnerable atoll
nations like my country already face death row” due to
rising seas and devastating storm surges,” she said via
a remote video link-up. Governments that fail to come
forward with strong carbon-cutting commitments over
the next year are effectively “passing sentence on our
future, forcing our country to die.” 

The talks in Madrid are focused on finalizing rules
for global carbon markets, and setting up a fund to
help countr ies already reel ing from cl imate-
enhanced heatwaves, droughts, floods and storms
made worse by rising seas. Frontline negotiators
describe COP25 as “technical talks” setting the stage
for next year’s meeting in Glasgow, where countries
must confront the yawning gap between the Paris
targets and current emissions.

But events outside the conference hall in Madrid
may change the agenda. “A key question will be to what
extent the growing social movements throughout the
world will be factored into decisions of the COP25,”
said Laurence Tubiana, CEO of the European Climate
Foundation and, as a former negotiator for France, a
main architect of the Paris Agreement.

A climate action group steeped in civil disobedience,
meanwhile, laid plans to descend on the Spanish capital.
“Extinction Rebellion calls on Rebels Without Borders
to come to Madrid,” the group said in a tweet, using the
hashtag #UltimatumCOP25. “Extinction Rebellion
reminds leaders they cannot flee the climate and eco-
logical emergency,” the group said separately in a press
release. “Civil disobedience and direct nonviolent
actions coordinated by global rebels will fill Madrid’s
streets and squares.” — Agencies 
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HH the Amir also sent a cable of condolences to
Jordan’s King Abdullah II. He expressed sorrow over the
victims and wished speedy recovery for those injured.
HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-

Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables.
Fire service spokesman Iyad Al-Omari told state tel-

evision channel Al-Mamlaka that eight children, four
women and a man had died in the blaze at around 2:00
am, which was likely caused by an electrical fault.
Jordan is home to thousands of Pakistanis, many of
them agricultural laborers. House fires in Jordan are
often caused by the use of cheap but dangerous forms
of heating while the occupants are asleep. Jordan has in
recent years seen several deadly incidents among
Syrian refugees living in camps during the winter, such
as fires caused by electrical faults or choking from
domestic gas stoves.  — Agencies 
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He pointed out that while air conditioning was likely
to provide mothers with protection during hot weather,
the technology was energy-heavy, expensive, and
largely absent in developing nations. “Some families will

experience financial stress even if they are able to use
more air conditioning during pregnancy, and financial
stress is also bad for children,” he said. 

Andrew Shennan, professor of Obstetrics at King’s
College London said that while extremes of tempera-
ture have long been linked to the risk of premature
delivery, the nature of that link was unclear. 

“Given the wide variety of temperatures around the
world, and that most women have normal pregnancies,
this is unlikely to be an important risk factor for any
individual,” said Shennan, who was not involved in the
study. —AFP 

Hot weather 
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The protests yesterday saw demonstrators brandish
placards with slogans such as “We want justice”. Some
covered their mouths with black cloth, demanding that
the government provide security and punish the guilty.
“I am outraged because I don’t want to live with that
fear,” Kawalpreet Kaur, a student at the New Delhi rally
told AFP. Other marches were expected later on
Monday, including in the eastern city of Kolkata. On
Saturday, police used force to disperse hundreds of
protesters after they tried to storm into a police station
in Hyderabad where the four accused were held. They
have since been charged.

In parliament, lawmakers yesterday also expressed
their anguish, with Jaya Bachchan, a former actress and
now an MP, saying the perpetrators should be “brought
out in public and lynched”. Another member demanded
a sex offenders’ registry and that rapists be castrated,
as others blamed the immense backlog of cases in the
Indian legal system for the rise in sexual violence.

In Rajasthan in the west, a 40-year-old man was
arrested yesterday following the discovery of the girl’s
body a day after she went missing from her school in a

village near state capital Jaipur. Investigators said the
preliminary report suggests that she was raped and
throttled with her school uniform belt before being
thrown in bushes in a field. “We are questioning (the
suspect) after locals saw him with the girl near the
school before she disappeared,” local police officer
Ram Krishan told AFP. 

More than 33,000 rapes were reported in India in
2017, according to the latest government figures that
included more than 10,000 minor victims. But tens of
thousands of such cases remain stuck in courts, often
hindering victims and their families as they navigate the
slow and cumbersome legal system. In 2017, for example,
courts only disposed off about 18,300 cases related to
rape and more than 127,800 such cases remained pend-
ing at the end of the year. “It’s very frustrating for the
victim. You keep on going to court, and even after evi-
dence is over, they take a long time to pass the judge-
ment,” women’s rights lawyer Flavia Agnes told Reuters.

In the eastern city of Kolkata, where protests were
planned throughout the day, college student Bandana
Mondal said it was becoming difficult to sit back and
watch silently. “It is time to hit the road and seek faster
punishment for the offenders. The process of law
appears slow and there is hardly any deterrent,” she
said. At a protest in New Delhi, 19-year-old college
student Aditi Purohit said that she was so angry and
frustrated that she had left her classes and come out. “If
they (the accused) were in front of me, I would have
killed them,” she said. — Agencies 

India rape 
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The government said this month it had allocated 7.4
billion dirhams ($770 million) to combating social and
regional disparities this year as part of a longer pro-
gram.

King Mohammed VI, who sets the policy direction in
Morocco, though it is implemented by an elected gov-
ernment, is appointing a commission to oversee a new
phase of development aimed at tackling such dispari-
ties. Mohammed’s two-decade reign has mostly
focused on upgrading infrastructure needed for busi-
ness, such as a high-speed rail l ink connecting
Casablanca to Tangier, now transformed into Africa’s
busiest port.

Economic growth averaged 4.5 percent from 2000-
2012, but only 3 percent since then, a relatively low fig-
ure for an emerging market. A quarter of Moroccans
are either poor or at risk of poverty, a recent World
Bank report said, and the kingdom ranks 123rd in the
UN’s human development index. However, investment
has helped strengthen a business class that buys its fur-
niture at the Casablanca IKEA and stops for sandwich-
es on the highway into Rabat at the nearest branch of
the French patisserie chain Paul.

In Azrou, located in the Middle Atlas mountains east
of Rabat, Akki and his family spend their evenings in the
dark. He and his neighbors have to collect drinking
water by donkey from a well a mile away. The land he
bought a decade ago to build his house cost about the
same amount as one of the sofas on offer in the
Casablanca IKEA.

Their community, Ait Hammou Ouhmad, is entirely
populated by people who have left the mountains to
settle near Azrou. They have built their homes cheaply
without official permits and are unable to gain access

to government utility services. Country folk fleeing the
poverty and uncertainty of an agricultural sector utterly
dependent on variable rainfall have swelled the poor
districts of Moroccan cities.

For the urban poor, football stadiums have offered
an outlet to vent anger. “In my country, I am
oppressed,” sang fans of the Casablanca team RCA last
year. Music is another outlet. A rap song, “Long live the
people”, a play on the phrase “Long live the king”, has
gained 15 million views on YouTube and includes the
line: “Don’t ask me about the wealth. You know who
took it.” One of the singers was later detained and sen-
tenced to a year in prison for insulting the police on
social media, though his lawyer said he believed the
song may have prompted his arrest.

Agriculture employs about 40 percent of Moroccan
workers but a dry year can cut overall economic
growth by more than a percentage point and leave
many without work, statistics chief Lahlimi said. The
austere circumstances of Akki and his neighbours point
to the even harsher conditions endured by those they
left behind in the remote mountain regions, many work-
ing as shepherds, often tending flocks that belong to
absentee owners.

In the high cedar forests of the Middle Atlas, where
troupes of macaques lurk along the gloomy treeline,
some former nomads still live in tents roofed with plas-
tic sheeting on a barren plateau far from the nearest
school or hospital. Fadma Safsaf, whose tent and thorn
animal enclosure lie in a wide meadow ringed with
cedar forest, looks after two daughters and a son while
her husband grazes the flock in the high pastures.

Most of the sheep and the tent they live in are
owned by a landlord in France. Their annual payment is
a quarter of the lambs born to the flock each year,
Safsaf said. “We lack water and electricity and suffer
from snow and extreme cold. We lack clothes and
shoes,” she said. “We often have access only to muddy
water. I want to go to the city, but my husband does not
have a job. What could we do there? My husband has
no skills,” she said. — Reuters 

Morocco’s poor 
left behind by...

LONDON/NEW YORK: Global reinsurers are step-
ping up their warnings to life insurer clients about the
potential risks of vaping, putting pressure on under-
writers to charge certain vapers higher rates than
smokers, or even exclude them altogether. US authori-
ties said last month that there had been 47 deaths this
year from a lung illness tied to vaping. The health con-
cerns about vaping have grown despite evidence show-
ing e-cigarettes help smokers to quit, and has led to
bans in some countries including India and Brazil.

Reinsurers insure the insurers, and often have large
research arms which help their clients by modelling risk.
They give broad advice to insurers, rather than specific
policy or pricing recommendations, but can potentially
refuse to provide reinsurance or can raise premiums if
their guidance is ignored.

Most insurers have long treated smokers and vapers
the same, meaning they can pay close to double the
premiums of non-smokers or non-vapers. But three
major reinsurers have provided updated advice on vap-
ing in the past three months, with new warnings, while
others are considering their approach. The new warn-
ings focus on young vapers and the vaping of liquids
containing marijuana ingredient THC, which is legal and
prevalent in some US states and has been linked to lung
illnesses in the country.

The shift in the reinsurance and insurance sector
represents a further blow to the vaping industry, which
markets its products as healthier alternatives to smok-
ing. Hannover RE, which already advised life insurers to
treat vapers like smokers, has asked them to be particu-
larly cautious about insuring people aged under 25 fol-
lowing the “epidemic” of lung injuries in the United
States, said Nico van Zyl, the reinsurer’s U.S. medical
director.

The question of whether to offer coverage to this
higher risk group should be a consideration for life
insurers, he said. French reinsurer SCOR said in a paper
on Oct. 24 that e-cigarettes contain nicotine which may
have toxic effects, including on brain development in
teenagers and young adults. SCOR recommends life
insurers treat vaping like smoking, and exclude individ-
uals who use vaping products considered by US
authorities likely to cause lung issues - namely, those
containing THC (tetrahydrocannabinol).

Swiss Re also treats vapers like smokers. In addition,
Global Chief Medical Officer John Schoonbee said the
reinsurer has told insurers in recent months to make
extra checks on whether vapers are using cannabis
products.

The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

has urged people not to use e-cigarettes containing
THC, some of which contain vitamin E acetate, a
“chemical of concern” among people with the vaping-
associated lung injury EVALI. Stephen Cooley, Chief
Medical Underwriter at PartnerRe Life& Health, said
more research on the long-term effects of vaping was
needed and that life insurance rates for vapers would
be the same as smoker rates “at best”.

Munich Re and Gen Re said they were monitoring
the recent developments in EVALI. Proponents of vap-
ing as a tool to stop smoking say the insurers’ and rein-
surers’ approach is harsh. “Getting insurance is really
expensive for people who have taken steps to quit
tobacco,” said Simon Manthorpe, CEO of British vaping
product manufacturer Vapemate. Vaping in Britain and
elsewhere in Europe is more heavily regulated than in
the United States. Vapes containing THC or cannabis oil
of any kind are banned in Britain, and Public Health
England says vaping is at least 95 percent safer than
smoking.

Vaping switch
Twelve of 13 life insurers contacted by Reuters in

Europe, South Africa and the United States said they
already treated vaping like smoking. Most have taken
this stance for years, but a handful have recently made
the switch to treating vapers like smokers: US insurer
Prudential Financial made the change in October, while
the Irish subsidiaries of Aviva and Zurich have switched
in the past year. Zurich in Ireland said its new approach
followed consultation with reinsurers.

Explaining their caution on vaping, Britain’s Aviva
and South Africa’s Discovery said there was a lack of
objective evidence of the long-term effects. Justin
Harper, head of protection marketing at British insurer
LV=, highlighted recent evidence indicating that vaping
damages the lungs. Harper said a 20-year policy for a
35-year old offering £100,000 ($128,300) of life cover
and £100,000 of critical illness cover would cost
£11.89 a month for a non-smoker/non-vaper, and
£20.56 for a smoker/vaper.

The life insurers told Reuters they were not treating
young vapers differently, though Zurich said it was mon-
itoring statistics on increased deaths or illness among
this age group. One exception among the life insurers in
its vaping view is Reviti, a new insurer owned by ciga-
rette and e-cigarette firm Philip Morris. It is offering a
discount of up to 15 percent for vapers in Britain.
Customers who quit tobacco and nicotine altogether get
a discount of up to 50 percent. — Reuters 

Could life insurance go up 
in smoke for some vapers?

RIYADH: From taboo-busting religious support to
easy credit and fervent jingoism, Saudi Arabia has
pulled out all the stops to prop up Aramco’s IPO.
The world’s most profitable company is seeking to
raise around $25 billion - a fraction of the $100 bil-
lion it once sought - from its much-delayed initial
public offering that is heavily focused on domestic
and Gulf investors.

The sale of 1.5 percent of the energy giant has so
far been oversubscribed 1.7 times, it said last week
after its retail tranche ended, with bidding for institu-
tional investors set to close on Wednesday. That
however pales in comparison to Saudi Arabia’s other
blockbuster listings, including the 2014 IPO of the
National Commercial Bank, the kingdom’s biggest
lender, which was oversubscribed more than 23
times. In 2006, a record 10 million Saudis - roughly
one in two of the population - subscribed to proper-
ty developer Emaar’s IPO while Aramco attracted
only about half as many retail investors. 

“Preparations for the public listing of Aramco...
have stepped up a gear but the signs are that it is
unlikely to be the blockbuster sale that the kingdom
once hoped for,” said Capital Economics. The sale is
on course to beat Chinese retail giant Alibaba’s $25
billion record IPO in 2014, but “the proceeds would
barely cover the kingdom’s budget deficit for a year”,
the research group added.

Barring a last-minute surge from institutional
investors, interest appears relatively muted despite a
nationwide advertising blitz, banks offering easy
“IPO loans” and nationalists calling for investment as
a patriotic duty. Aramco also dangled sweeteners for
local investors, including promises of higher divi-
dends and the possibility of bonus shares if they hold
on to the stock.

But in an ultraconservative nation promoting what
observers call a de-emphasis on religion amid Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s sweeping modern-
ization drive, some Saudis say they are torn between
conflicting religious advice. Senior cleric Abdullah

Al-Mutlaq sought to drum up support for the IPO,
saying it was “halal”, or permissible in Islam, and that
even religious scholars were likely to participate.

But influential cleric Abdelaziz Al-Fawzan, who
campaigners say was arrested last year, claimed in a
video that resurfaced recently on social media that
part of the IPO was not compliant with Islamic prin-
ciples. “I want to subscribe (to the IPO) but... Fawzan
says it’s usury and Mutlaq says it’s halal. We are lost
between them,” said one Twitter user.

Some of Saudi Arabia’s wealthiest families have
been pressed to take part. That reportedly includes
billionaire tycoon Prince Al-Waleed bin Talal who
was among several businessmen locked in Riyadh’s
Ritz-Carlton hotel during a 2017 crackdown on cor-
ruption. “If I don’t invest people will say ‘I am not
patriotic’,” a Riyadh-based businessman told AFP.
“There’s so much hype: ‘Prince Al-Waleed is invest-
ing, Malaysian investors are investing, it’s very safe’ -
but I cannot forget 2006,” he added, explaining his
decision to steer clear.

The businessman said he lost around one million
riyals ($267,000) in the kingdom’s worst stock mar-
ket crash in 2006, much of which came through three
bank loans that he is still repaying. But a senior gov-
ernment figure dismissed such concerns. “Aramco
extracts oil from the ground for barely $3 a barrel,”
he told AFP. “Even if crude prices stay low Aramco
will remain highly profitable for a long time, generat-
ing wealth for its investors.”

International investors, however, have baulked at
Aramco’s valuation of between $1.6 trillion and $1.7
tril l ion - a figure stil l  well short of Prince
Mohammed’s desired valuation of $2 trillion. Aramco
last week said that of the $31.7 billion in bids
received so far from institutional investors, foreign
investors accounted for just 10.5 percent. Luring
international funds for Prince Mohammed’s ambitious
megaprojects and transformation plan for a post-oil
era was once the centerpiece of the IPO, first pro-
posed in 2016.

Malaysian state energy company Petronas, which
was expected to invest, said in a statement that
“after due consideration the company has decided
not to participate in Aramco’s (IPO) exercise”.
However Gulf ally Abu Dhabi plans to pump as
much as $1.5 billion, while the Kuwait Investment
Authority is also considering an investment,
Bloomberg News reported. — AFP 
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