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PARIS: Hundreds of people gathered in Paris on Monday
to honor 13 soldiers killed while battling jihadist insurgents
in Mali, ahead of a national ceremony to mourn a disaster
that has prompted soul-searching over the costs of the
six-year campaign in West Africa. Sporadic applause
punctuated somber silence as a motorcade bearing the
coffins crossed the Alexandre III bridge toward the
Invalides military hospital and museum.

The soldiers died when two helicopters collided last
Monday while pursuing jihadists in northern Mali where
militant violence has soared in recent months. It was the
biggest single-day loss for the French military in nearly
four decades and raised fresh questions about the effec-
tiveness of France’s 4,500-member Barkhane operation in
Mali and four other countries in the Sahel.

Margot Louvet, 23, came from Gap in southeast France
for the procession, wearing a T-shirt with the official por-
trait of one of the soldiers killed, her friend Antoine Serre,
22. “He was a pearl, the kindest and most generous,” she
told AFP. “Being here is a way to mourn him, and realize
that he won’t be coming back.”

President Emmanuel Macron led the commemoration in
the afternoon, and bestowed the Legion d’Honneur on the
fallen soldiers. Some 2,500 people were expected to
attend, and the ceremony was broadcast on a giant screen
set up outside the Invalides. “It’s an honor to be here,”
Emmanuelle Pujol, 54, said on the Alexandre III bridge.
“It’s important that people be here to support their com-
rades and the families.”

‘All options on the table’ 
The French forces in Mali are tasked with training local

security forces to take on the jihadists, but so far these
remain woefully unprepared despite years of pledges of
more international funding and equipment. Forty-one
French soldiers have now died in the Sahel over the past
six years. The intervention began in 2013, when insurgents

swept into Mali’s north and rapidly advanced before being
pushed back.

But despite France’s presence the jihadists have
regrouped to carry out deadly attacks and violence has
spread to neighboring countries. Macron said the govern-
ment would begin a thorough review of Barkhane in the
wake of the helicopter accident, vowing that “all options
are on the table”. He also reiterated his call for EU allies to
step up their participation in the West Africa operation
after years of failing to secure significant support.

Only Britain has contributed helicopters and security
personnel, while the US provides intelligence on jihadist
movements across an area the size of Western Europe. So
far, only the far-left France Unbowed party has openly
called for the Barkhane troops to be brought home. An
Ifop poll for the Lettre de l’Expansion newsletter, pub-
lished yesterday, showed that 58 percent of respondents
approve the Sahel operation, a level hardly changed from a
previous poll in March 2013.

Cartoon controversy
Controversy flared over the weekend after the satirical

weekly Charlie Hebdo published a series of cartoons
online associating the 13 soldiers’ deaths with the army’s
recent recruitment campaign. In one drawing, Macron
stands before a coffin in front of the slogan: “I joined the
ranks to stand out from the crowd.” The French army’s
chief of staff, General Thierry Burkhard, expressed his
“indignation” at the cartoons, saying in an open letter they
sullied the period of mourning for the bereaved families.

The magazine’s editor Laurent “Riss” Sourisseau
defended on Sunday the magazine’s “satirical spirit”, while
acknowledging the importance of the work of the French
army and the soldiers’ sacrifice. “We know that their mis-
sion is difficult and that they are dealing with merciless
enemies,” he wrote in a response to Burkhard, seen by
AFP. Mali’s President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita will also

attend the ceremony, as he tries to defuse growing hostili-
ty at home to French and other foreign forces helping to
fight Islamic militants. Two Malian gendarmes were shot
dead Sunday in the eastern town of Menaka, a local official
said. Keita on Saturday urged Malians not to “bite the

hands of those who give us theirs today”. Since January,
more than 1,500 civilians have been killed in jihadist vio-
lence in Mali and Burkina Faso, and more than one million
people have been internally displaced across the five
countries, the UN said this month. — AFP 
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News in brief

Boy, 3, shot dead in Kiev 

KIEV: Police yesterday said they had detained sus-
pects after a three-year-old boy was shot dead in a
car in Kiev in an attack targeting his father, a busi-
nessman and regional lawmaker. The attacker aimed at
the car driver, but the bullet hit the boy who was also
inside, Kiev police said after the shooting in the city
center on Sunday evening. “The child died from a gun-
shot wound in the ambulance on the way to the hospi-
tal,” police said. His father was not injured. Ukrainian
media identified the target as Vyacheslav Sobolyev, a
restaurant owner and Kiev regional lawmaker who
represents the party of ex-president Petro
Poroshenko. The shooting took place outside an Italian
restaurant he owns, media reported. Investigators
were questioning the suspects. — AFP 

Mauritius installs new president 

PORT LOUIS: Lawmakers in Mauritius yesterday
picked former arts and culture minister Pritivirajsing
Roopun as president of the island nation, a largely cere-
monial post. His predecessor Ameenah Gurib-Fakim
resigned in March 2018 after being embroiled in a scan-
dal over her use of a credit card to buy luxury personal
items. She denied wrongdoing. In Mauritius, the prime
minister is head of the government and holds most
political power while the president is head of state but
has no executive role and is considered the guardian of
the constitution. Roopun, 61, is a lawyer who was first
elected to the National Assembly in 2000 and has been
minister of regional administration, social integration,
and arts and culture. Since attaining independence from
Britain in 1968, Mauritius has become one of the most
stable democracies in Africa. — AFP

10 hurt in New Orleans shooting 

WASHINGTON: Ten people were wounded in a shoot-
ing early Sunday in New Orleans’ French Quarter, a
popular tourist hub, US police said, adding that two of
the victims were in critical condition. The shooting took
place at 3:21 am (09H21 GMT) on a crowded commer-
cial street near many hotels in a historic district that
attracts visitors from around the world. There have been
no arrests, and the motive behind the shooting remained
unclear, but police said they had questioned one indi-
vidual near the crime scene and were continuing their
investigation. The police said they responded quickly to
the incident as extra patrols were on duty for an annual
Thanksgiving weekend football game. The rivalry
between Louisiana universities Grambling State and
Southern University annually brings tens of thousands
of visitors to the city. — AFP 

PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron reviews the guards of honor during a tribute ceremony yesterday at
the Invalides monument for the 13 French soldiers killed in Mali. — AFP 

9 trampled to death 
after police enter 
Sao Paulo favela
SAO PAULO: At least nine people were trampled to death
and two others were injured early Sunday in the chaotic
aftermath of a police raid in a poor Sao Paulo neighbor-
hood, authorities there said. Residents blamed the police
for causing the panicky stampede, local media reported.
The dead included a woman, seven men and a 14-year-old
boy, Lieutenant Colonel Emerson Massera, a police
spokesman, told reporters. 

He said a unit of 38 military police had carried out an

operation in the southern favela of Paraisopolis when
two men on a motorcycle fired at the troops before flee-
ing in the direction of a nearby street party, where they
continued firing, sparking the stampede. He said some
5,000 people had gathered for a “funk dance”, a week-
end street party popular in poorer districts of Sao Paulo
and Rio de Janeiro. 

Neighbors demand justice 
But the mother of a 17-year-old girl injured in the inci-

dent told the website G1 that the police were to blame. She
said police sparked the stampede after they closed a
street, lobbed pepper-gas canisters and fired rubber bul-
lets. “It was a policeman who attacked my daughter with a
glass bottle,” said the woman, who did not give her name.
She went on: “When I saw her, I didn’t recognize her. Her
face was deformed, and she lost a lot of blood.”

Globo television broadcast a video showing a person

being kicked by a policeman, and said it had been filmed
by a favela resident. The Paraisopolis neighborhood asso-
ciation denounced the police action. “Early this morning,
young people were cornered in alleyways and killed,” it
said in a statement on social media. “We demand justice.”

Paraisopolis is one of Sao Paulo’s largest favelas, with
50,000 inhabitants. Many of them live in ramshackle hous-
es along unpaved streets lacking basic services. Locals
defend the funk dances as an important outlet for the
young. But police spokesman Emiliano da Silva Neto said
the parties provide cover for crime and illicit drug use,
adding, “It’s out of control.”

Massera said that as police chased the two shooters
into the street where the party was underway, they were
met with a hail of stones and responded with tear gas, rub-
ber bullets and stun grenades. Da Silva Neto said all those
who died had been trampled, and none had been shot. The
military police have launched an investigation. — AFP 

MARSEILLE: Three French emergency
workers were killed when their helicopter
crashed while on a mission to rescue vic-
tims of severe flooding in the south of
France as a new spate of bad weather
claimed two more lives, officials said yes-
terday. Eleven people have now been killed
in the last 10 days in southeastern France,
which has been battered by two successive
Mediterranean storms marked by torrential
rain, heavy flooding and high winds.

Their EC145 helicopter lost radio and
radar contact while on a rescue and recon-
naissance flight in the Var region Sunday
night. The three - a pilot, a technician and a
rescue specialist from the fire brigade -
were found dead at 1:30 am (00:30 GMT)
near the town of Rove, Interior Minister
Christophe Castaner said in a statement.
Investigators are trying to determine the
circumstances of the crash. Fog might have
caused bad visibility at the time.

President Emmanuel Macron said in a
message on Twitter that the whole country
supported the rescuers’ families and col-
leagues. The crash came as Macron hon-
ored 13 French soldiers who died when
their helicopters collided in Mali last week

in an operation against jihadists. “While
France is preparing today to pay tribute to
13 of its soldiers who died serving it (in
Mali), our country is losing three everyday
heroes who gave their lives to protect the
French,” Castaner said.

Two other people were killed on
Sunday by the floods in the French Riviera
region, which has been hit by torrential
rains a week after extreme weather left six
dead. In the Var region, a shepherd was
swept away as he was trying to cross a riv-
er in his jeep while tending to his flock. His
body was found in his vehicle late Sunday
night about 300 m downstream from
where he was last seen, the prefecture said
early yesterday.

Elsewhere in the region, a stable owner
was found dead two hours after he was also
washed away while out watching over his
animals, it said. The Var and the neighboring
Alpes-Maritimes region were on red alert
for floods, which disrupted train services
and cut the A8 motorway for four hours
Sunday evening. Many cultural and sporting
events were also called off due to the bad
weather, including Paris Saint-Germain’s
Ligue 1 match at Monaco. — AFP 

Billionaire Czech 
PM under 
pressure over
EU audit 
PRAGUE: Pressure mounted on billionaire
Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babis yester-
day to disclose an EU audit thought to
prove his conflict of interest as a politician
and entrepreneur. Czech opposition parties
and a transparency watchdog cried foul
after Babis failed to address the contents
of the report that the European
Commission sent to Prague on Friday, but
did not make public.

A preliminary audit leaked this spring
showed Babis has a conflict of interest as
prime minister and the owner of the
sprawling Agrofert food, chemicals and
media holding. “Judging by the secrecy and
endless cautiousness, the Commission...
will confirm the conflict of interest,” David
Ondracka, head of the Transparency
International (TI) anti-corruption watch-
dog, said yesterday.

“We cannot have a subsidy fraudster
staying on as prime minister,” he added,
referring to allegations that Babis abused
EU subsidies in connection with his
Agrofert business interests. Babis has
denied he has a conflict of interest, saying
he complied with the law when he had
transferred Agrofert to a trust fund.

But a Slovak business registry has
shown that Babis, the fourth wealthiest

Czech according to Forbes magazine, is still
raking in profits from Agrofert’s units in
Slovakia. TI and the opposition anti-estab-
lishment Pirate Party asked the European
Commission last year whether Agrofert was
entitled to receive billions in EU agricultural
subsidies if Babis still controls it.

They used information from beneficial
ownership registers introduced across the
EU last year as part of the bloc’s drive
against money laundering. As the Czech
register is not fully public, they used the
Slovak one which showed 37 Agrofert units
with Babis listed as the beneficial owner,
and 28 listing his wife Monika, who also
sits on the board of both trust funds in
charge of Agrofert.

Agrofert received EU subsidies worth
1.8 billion koruna ($78 million) in 2018 and
2.1 billion koruna in 2017, according to
Czech media. The Pirate Party yesterday
urged parliamentary opposition parties
and the governing coalition’s leftwing
Social Democrats to force Babis to make
the EU audit public.  “The professional
audits... confirm that Prime Minister Babis
has been lying for three years now,” Pirate
chairman Ivan Bartos said on Facebook,
calling on Babis to resign.

Czechs staged two mass protests this
year, demanding Babis step down. The
demonstrations, in June and November,
each drew a quarter-million people, mak-
ing them the largest since Czechs shed
communism in 1989. Babis leads a minority
coalition government comprised of his
centrist populist ANO (YES) movement
and the Social Democrats that relies on the
tacit support of Communist Party lawmak-
ers to survive in parliament. — AFP 

3 French rescuers die in copter
crash in flood-hit south 

PERTUIS, France: A firefighter carries dead lambs from a shed on a farm in south-
ern France yesterday following fresh torrential rains. — AFP 

Bullock, Sestak 
exit 2020 US 
presidential race 
WASHINGTON: Montana Governor Steve
Bullock announced yesterday he is dropping
his run for the White House, crowded out of a
large field of Democratic presidential hopefuls.
Bullock, 53, entered the race late and was nev-
er able to make up the lost ground as a moder-
ate whose strongest selling point was his 2016
reelection as governor in a red state won by
Donald Trump. “Today, I’m suspending my
campaign for President,” he said on Twitter.
“Thank you for your belief, your trust, and your
support.”

His departure still leaves 16 Democrats run-
ning for their party’s nomination with the addi-
tion of billionaire Michael Bloomberg on Nov

24. A dozen others have dropped out of the race
so far, most recently Joe Sestak, a former con-
gressman from Pennsylvania who ended his
long-shot bid on Sunday. Former vice president
Joe Biden still leads the pack in national polling,
followed by Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth Warren
and Pete Buttigieg. 

Bullock was polling at 0.4 percent nationally
when he withdrew, according to a
RealClearPolitics.com average, and had failed to
make the cut for future Democratic national
debates. “While there were many obstacles we
could not have anticipated when entering this
race, it has become clear that in this moment, I
won’t be able to break through to the top tier of
this still-crowded field of candidates,” he said in
a statement.

“A moral compass for our great ship of state
is the beacon most needed today. And it is for
the Captain of State who offers it that all
Americans will provide the fair winds and fol-
lowing seas to advance us,” Sestak, a retired
Navy officer, said on Twitter.  “That is necessary
for us both at home and abroad, to convene the

world to advance our policies and commitment
to democratic values for our collective good,”
he continued. A former US congressman repre-
senting Pennsylvania, Sestak’s campaign had not
won great support. — Agencies 

CLEAR LAKE, Iowa: In this file photo taken on
Aug 9, 2019 Democratic presidential hopeful
Montana Governor Steve Bullock speaks at the
Wing Ding Dinner. — AFP 


