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News in brief

Saleswoman accuses employer of 
assault, denying her visa transfer

Toxin-laced bubbles cause 
pollution hazard on beach

Could life insurance go up 
in smoke for some vapers?

Qatar beat UAE 4-2 to 
advance to semifinals282494

UN chief opens climate meet,
calls for hope over surrender

‘We’re still in it,’ US House leader tells summit
MADRID: Confronted with a climate crisis threatening
civilization itself, humanity must choose between hope
and surrender, UN chief Antonio Guterres told the
opening plenary of a UN climate conference yesterday.
“One is the path of surrender, where we have sleep-
walked past the point of no return, jeopardizing the
health and safety of everyone on this planet,” Guterres
said. “Do we really want to be remembered as the gen-
eration that buried its head in the sand, that fiddled
while the planet burned?”

In a separate forum moments earlier, US Congressional
leader Nancy Pelosi told the “COP25” conference that the
world could still count on the United States despite
President Donald Trump’s decision to pull out of the Paris
Agreement. States and cities home to two-thirds of the US
population are committed to the targets set by the 2015
agreement, as are all the Democratic candidates for presi-
dent, according the US research groups.

“We’re here to say to all of you, on behalf of the
House of Representatives and the Congress of the
United States, we’re still in it, we’re still in it,” Pelosi
said to applause at a forum of heads of state from cli-
mate-vulnerable nations. 
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KUWAIT: (Top) HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives at
Bayan Palace visiting Duke of Cambridge Prince William yesterday. The meeting
touched upon the deep-rooted and historic relations linking Kuwait and the United
Kingdom and ways to further enhance ties on all possible levels. Prince William
conveyed greetings from Queen Elizabeth II to HH the Amir and the Kuwaiti people.
The Amir returned the greetings to Queen Elizabeth, wishing her and the people of
the UK progress and welfare. (Above) Prince William tours the southern desert
areas yesterday. — Photos by KUNA (See Page 2)

MADRID: UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres gives a speech at the UN Climate
Change Conference COP25 yesterday. — AFP 

PARIS: Hot weather can cause a spike in the number of
babies being born early, a phenomenon that may harm
infant health and is likely to get worse as temperatures
climb due to climate change, scientists said yesterday.
Researchers in California said an average of 25,000
children were born up to two weeks early during
warmer than average periods in the United States
between 1969-1988 - equivalent to 150,000 lost gesta-
tional days annually. 

While it is not certain why mothers appear to go into
labor early as the mercury climbs, the authors of the
study published in Nature Research Journals said pre-
mature births was an issue to be taken seriously. “It is
very likely that being born earlier will affect child
development and have lasting impacts into adulthood,
but more research is needed to confirm this,” Alan
Barreca, from the Institute of the Environment and
Sustainability, University of California-Los Angeles.

“Hot weather increases maternal levels of oxytocin,
which is a key hormone that regulates labour and deliv-
ery. But, the link could be because hot weather causes
cardiovascular stress, which might lead to early deliver-
ies,” he told AFP. Barreca and a colleague used estimate
shifts in daily birth rates from US counties over a 20-
year span, a sample including 56 million births. 

They found that early birth rates increased by five
percent on days where the temperature was above 90
degrees Farenheit (32.2 Celsius), accounting for around
one out of every 200 births. With temperatures cur-
rently around 1C hotter than pre-industrial averages
and set to increase further, Barreca said he was “very
concerned” of the potential impacts of greater weath-
er-linked early birth rates in future. “We predict more
than 1 in 100 births will occur earlier than expected in
the US by the end of the century,” he said. “That num-
ber may seem small, but that’s much higher than the
risks of getting into a car accident.” 
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Full stop for apostrophe society 

LONDON: Britain’s Apostrophe Protection
Society is closing down, its founder has
announced, saying it had sadly lost the fight
against “ignorance and laziness”. Former journalist
John Richards, 96, started up the society in 2001,
aiming to preserve the correct use of what he said
was the “much abused punctuation mark”. But
Richards said that with regret, he was now closing
down operations for two reasons. “One is that at
96 I am cutting back on my commitments and the
second is that fewer organizations and individuals
are now caring about the correct use of the apos-
trophe in the English language,” he wrote on the
society’s website www.apostrophe.org.uk, which
will remain open for reference. It gives a simple
guide to readers, with examples of how apostro-
phes are used to denote missing letters and pos-
session but never plurals. — AFP 

Oman top diplomat visits Iran 

TEHRAN: Iran’s top diplomat Mohammad Javad
Zarif voiced support yesterday for reducing ten-
sions in the Gulf as he hosted his counterpart from
traditional mediator Oman for talks in Tehran. The
visit by Oman’s minister of state for foreign affairs,
Yusuf bin Alawi, came a week after he held a meet-
ing in Washington with US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo. It is the second time since late July that
bin Alawi has been sent to Iran by the sultanate, a
past mediator between foes in the Middle East. The
Iranian foreign ministry said Zarif, in talks with bin
Alawi, had “emphasized the necessity of reducing
tensions in the region”. Zarif said Iran was serious
about a plan - dubbed the Hormuz Peace
Endeavour - that it has put forward to reduce
regional tensions.  Pompeo said yesterday that Iran
was the uniting factor behind protests around the
Middle East, saying demonstrators in Iraq, Lebanon
and Iran itself opposed the clerical regime. — AFP

SHUNA, Jordan: A charred sewing machine and crib are seen among the remains of
a home where several Pakistani farmers were killed in a fire yesterday. — AFP 

AMMAN: Thirteen Pakistanis including eight children
died early yesterday when a blaze tore through their
corrugated metal home in a rural area of western
Jordan, authorities said. Rescue services said “13 peo-
ple died and three others were injured when fire broke
out in a corrugated metal house” on a farm in South
Shona, around 50 km west of Amman. The makeshift
building was home to two Pakistani families working as
agricultural laborers, they said in a statement.

HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah sent yesterday a cable to Pakistani
President Arif Alvi, expressing condolences over the
Pakistani nationals who lost their lives in the fire.
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NEW DELHI: Hundreds of Indian protestors took to
the streets yesterday as public anger grew over the
brutal gang-rape and murder of a female veterinary
doctor, with one MP calling for the perpetrators to be
“lynched”. The demonstrations in New Delhi,
Hyderabad, Bangalore and elsewhere took place as
police found the semi-naked body of a six-year-old girl
who appears to have been raped and then strangled
with her school belt in Rajasthan.

The spark for the protests was the gang-rape and
murder by four men of the 27-year-old vet next to a
busy road in the outskirts of Hyderabad in southern
India on Wednesday evening. The men deflated a tyre
on her moped and lured her to a truck yard with the
promise of fixing it. Police say that the men then raped
and murdered her before setting the body on fire with

petrol under an isolated bridge. Sexual violence against
women is rife in India, and the latest case recalled the
national and international outrage at the gang-rape and
murder of a woman by six men on a Delhi bus in 2012. 
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NEW DELHI: Demonstrators shout slogans yesterday to
protest against the alleged rape and murder of a 27-
year-old veterinary doctor in Hyderabad. —AFP 

AZROU, Morocco: Mohammed Akki left his home in
Morocco’s Middle Atlas mountains to seek regular
work and a better life in the town of Azrou, but he still
lives on the margins in a country enjoying an invest-
ment boom. Every morning, Akki walks miles into
Azrou, where he may or may not find work as a day
labourer. His ramshackle house down a muddy lane has
no electricity or running water and his school-age
daughter has to study by candlelight.

He is part of a large class of impoverished
Moroccans left behind by the rapid development that
has transformed much of the northwestern coastline

with multi-billion-dollar infrastructure projects. “It is
inconceivable. How can we live in a city but we still
need candles? We hear slogans but there is no trans-
parency. We never get any help,” said Akki, standing in
his dark kitchen, where a storm lamp lit a few pans
hanging from nails on the wall.

Morocco’s rampant inequality is stirring some
unease in the country’s political class, particularly after
protests in the northern Rif mountain region in 2017-18
and the mass demonstrations in neighboring Algeria
this year. Signs of public frustration include political
chanting by football fans in Casablanca and a popular
rap song that decried inequality and castigated
Morocco’s rulers.

“More than poverty, social disparities create frustra-
tions that may trigger protests. These disparities are
often viewed as a result of an illegitimate accumulation
of wealth,” said Ahmed Lahlimi, head of Morocco’s offi-
cial statistics agency. 

Continued on Page 24

Morocco’s poor 
left behind by 
growth boom


