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The previous Cabinet stepped down following
infighting within its ranks and accusations of corrup-
tion. Ghanem said he discussed several topics with

Sheikh Sabah over the cooperation of the government
and the Assembly in the coming period, and assured
him that he will extend all the assistance to ensure the
success of the prime minister and the next Cabinet.

Meanwhile, the interior ministry yesterday honored
traffic policeman Athbi Al-Bannai for correctly apply-
ing the law against the son of MP Majed Al-Mutairi.
Press reports said the policeman arrested the son of
the lawmaker for committing a flagrant traffic violation,
but the lawmaker arrived and forcibly freed his son
from police custody. Mutairi has however categorically
denied the accusations.

PM meets Assembly
speaker, head of...
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The market area is on Hebron’s once-bustling Shuhada
Street, which leads to a holy site where the biblical
Abraham and his wife Sarah are believed to be buried.
The street is now largely closed off to Palestinians, who
have long demanded that it be reopened.

A statement from a settlers’ organisation in Hebron
hailed Bennett’s decision to “bring Jewish life back to
Jewish property in Hebron”, labelling it a “historic act of
justice” for the Jewish people. Senior Palestinian official
Saeb Erekat said the new project was a result of the US’
Nov 18th decision to no longer consider Israeli settle-
ments illegal. That move broke with decades of interna-
tional consensus that settlements are seen as illegal under
international law and a major obstacle to peace, as they
are built on land the Palestinians see as part of their
future state.

The Bennett plan, Erekat wrote in English on Twitter,
“is the first tangible result of the US decision to legitimize
colonization”. Israeli anti-settlement group Peace Now
condemned the addition to what it called the “ugliest face
of Israel’s control in the occupied territories”. “In order to
maintain the presence of 800 settlers among a quarter of
a million Palestinians, entire streets in Hebron are closed
to Palestinians, denying them freedom of movement,” it
said in a statement.

Israel seized the West Bank including Hebron, one of
the world’s oldest cities, in 1967 in a move never recog-

nized by the international community. In the following
years, a small community of Jewish settlers moved into
the area next to the site believed by both Jews and
Muslims to house Abraham’s tomb. Israel’s West Bank
settlements are considered illegal under international law
and are bitterly opposed by Palestinians.

Bennett’s move comes amid political turmoil in Israel
after general elections in April and September ended in
deadlock. Neither Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and allies like Bennett, nor their opponents, won enough
parliamentary seats to form a viable coalition. Lawmakers
now have until Dec 11 to find a solution or see parliament
dissolved once again for a third election in 12 months.

Bennett’s New Right party draws much of its support
from the more than 600,000 Israeli settlers living in the
Palestinian territories. At yesterday’s weekly cabinet
meeting, Netanyahu also offered good news for the set-
tlers, pledging 40 million shekels ($11.5 million) for
improved security. “We are strengthening the security
components in the communities in Judea and Samaria, of
the Israeli citizens there,” he said, using the biblical terms
for the West Bank.

In September Netanyahu visited the settlement in
Hebron for the first time since becoming Israeli leader in
2009. The Palestinians condemned the visit as deliberate-
ly provocative, but Netanyahu defended it - saying the
city was historically important for Jews. “We’re not
strangers in Hebron. We’ll stay in it forever,” he said.

In 1994, Israeli settler Baruch Goldstein killed 29
Muslim worshippers in Hebron with an assault rifle before
being beaten to death by survivors. Villages close to
Hebron are also regularly the scene of unrest. On
Saturday, Israeli forces shot dead a Palestinian southwest
of the city. The army said he was one of three men throw-
ing petrol bombs at a military vehicle. -— AFP 
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“North Americans, Europeans and Australians, on the
other hand, are presumed superior, and whites in gener-
al are presumed to be inherently competent,” she said.

But Achiume stressed that while racism and discrimi-
nation remained an issue in Qatar, authorities had
accepted the issue and made efforts to improve the sit-
uation - unlike some other countries. “The existence of

racial, ethnic and national stereotypes and discrimina-
tory structures... are, in part, the product of the history
of slavery in Qatar,” she said. Slavery in the country
was abolished in 1952.

Achiume, a law professor at UCLA in the United
States, said she had also received reports that “high-
lighted the prevalence of racial and ethnic profiling by
police and traffic authorities”. Security guards in parks
and shopping centers also engaged in such practices,
she said, favoring white and Arab residents while treat-
ing others differently. Achiume praised Qatar for the
“significant reforms the government has embarked on
that stand to make important contributions to combat-
ting structural racial discrimination”. “Much work
remains to be done, however,” she said. — AFP 

UN expert warns
some expats face...
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departure of the premier, who came to power just a
year ago based on a shaky alliance between rival par-
ties, but they demanded far more deep-rooted change.
“Abdel Mahdi should go - and so should parliament
and the political parties and Iran!” said one young
demonstrator in the capital.  

Observers said Iraq’s fractured political scene will
struggle to reach a consensus on a new premier. With the
parliament’s main Shiite blocs “fragmented, no ‘largest
faction exists,” wrote Dlawer Ala’Aldeen, president of the
Arbil-based Middle East Research Institute. Even if they
agreed on a candidate, he or she would also need the
backing of the emboldened street. “Demonstrators are
hard to please,” said Ala’Aldeen. “The carnival goes on
and, meanwhile, violence continues.”

Just before the parliamentary session began, another
protester was shot dead in the capital, medical sources
said. But, in a victory for the movement, an Iraqi court
sentenced a police officer to death after convicting him
of killing demonstrators, the first such sentence in the
two months of deadly civil unrest. The Kut criminal
court sentenced the police major to be hanged and it
jailed a police lieutenant colonel for seven years over
the deaths of seven protesters in the southern city on
November 2, judicial sources said.

In Mosul, meanwhile, protesters were marching in
solidarity with activists elsewhere in the country. “It’s
the least Mosul can give to the martyrs,” said Zahraa
Ahmed, a dentistry student. “The protesters are ask-
ing for their basic rights so the government should
have answered from the beginning.” Previously, most
Sunni-majority areas had refrained from protesting,
fearing that opposing the central government would
earn them the labels of being “terrorists” or support-
ers of Saddam.

For three years, Mosul was the heart of the Islamic
State group’s ultra-conservative “caliphate”, and
much of it still lies in ruins today. Another student in
Mosul, Hussein Kheder, carrying an Iraqi flag, said
the whole country was now in agreement politically
and that “now the government needs to heed the pro-
testers’ demands”.

Abdel Mahdi had resisted protesters’ calls for him to
step down over the past two months. But a crackdown
turned the tide this week when more than 20 people
were killed in the Shiite shrine city of Najaf, 40 in the
hotspot of Nasiriyah and three in Baghdad. The blood-
shed prompted Iraq’s influential Shiite spiritual leader,
Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani, to call on parliament to
drop its support for the premier.

Iraq’s constitution has no provision for the resigna-
tion of a premier, and lawmaker Sarkawt Shamsaddin
said yesterday that the body did not actually hold a
vote. “The speaker said that the Federal Court was con-
sulted and the understanding is that (there is) no need
to vote,” he said. The speaker had then asked if any
lawmaker was against the resignation and “nobody
objected”. —  AFP 

Iraqi PM bows 
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MAAR SHURIN, Syria: Syrians displaced from their homes arrive on the outskirts of Maaret Al-Numan in Syria’s northwestern Idlib province yesterday. —AFP 

SURMAN, Syria: Two days of clashes between
regime forces and armed groups in Syria’s last major
opposition bastion have killed nearly 70 on both sides,
undermining a months-long ceasefire agreement, a war
monitor said yesterday. The battles in the northwestern
province of Idlib are “the most violent” there since a
Russian-brokered ceasefire agreement went into effect
in late August, said Rami Abdul Rahman, head of the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights.

Residents of affected villages fled north to escape
the fighting, adding to the hundreds of thousands who
have already flooded out of the province’s violence-
plagued south since fighting escalated earlier this year.
“I don’t want to see my children trapped under rubble,”
said one of those driven from his home, Hafez, who
escaped the flashpoint area along with his wife and
three kids two days earlier.

Yesterday morning, clouds of smoke rose over the
Maaret Al-Numan region as warplanes pounded
jihadists and allied rebels in positions they had recently
recaptured from regime forces, said an AFP correspon-
dent. The Britain-based Observatory yesterday put the

death toll from fighting at 69 combatants since battles
started the previous day. At least 36 regime forces were
among those killed.

‘Ceasefire’ 
The Observatory said an attack led by Syria’s former

Al-Qaeda affiliate on several regime positions had ini-
tially sparked the fighting. Overnight, the Syrian army
backed by Russian warplanes launched a counter-push
to reclaim territory it had lost in the battles, the war
monitor said. Regime forces have since regained lost
ground but violent clashes are ongoing, the
Observatory and an AFP correspondent said.

Air strikes yesterday afternoon hit jihadist-run areas
dozens of kilometres away from the main frontline, sig-
nalling a potential escalation, the correspondent said.
The Idlib region, home to around three million people
including many displaced by Syria’s eight-year civil
war, is controlled by the country’s former Al-Qaeda
affiliate. The Hayat Tahrir Al-Sham jihadist alliance also
controls parts of neighboring Aleppo and Latakia
provinces, with battles also currently taking place in the

latter, according to the monitor.  
The region is one of the last holdouts of opposition

to Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad who controls
more than 70 per cent of the country, according to the
Observatory. Assad has repeatedly vowed to reclaim all
of Syria, including Idlib, which he views as a “terrorist”
holdout. In August, government troops began a ground
offensive that saw them retake several areas in southern
Idlib, allowing them their first foothold in the region in
years. Assad, during a visit to the area in October, his
first since the start of the eight-year war, said that
defeating jihadists in the province was key to ending
the conflict.

The other flashpoint 
Between late April and the end of August, Idlib

was pounded ceaselessly by Syrian soldiers backed
by Russian air power. The Observatory estimates
that nearly 1,000 civilians were killed in that period,
and the UN says that more than 400,000 people
were displaced. A ceasefire announced by Russia in
late August has reduced fighting, but air strikes and

clashes increased in November. 
According to the Observatory, more than 160 civil-

ians and more than 460 fighters, including regime
forces, have been killed since the deal went into effect.
The Idlib front was the main focus of Syrian regime
forces before Turkey in October launched an invasion
of swaths of northeast Syria. The operation against
Kurdish forces who had controlled the region since
2012 paved the way for mass regime deployments in the
area for the first time in seven years.

Syrian troops arrived in positions bordering Turkey
as well as other parts of the northeast under a deal
with Kurdish forces seeking protection from Ankara
and its Syrian proxies. An agreement between Russia
and Ankara in October further cemented the deploy-
ment, tasking regime forces with ensuring the with-
drawal of Kurdish fighters from the border region.
Turkey last month accused Russia and Damascus of
failing to secure that objective, threatening further
action against Kurdish groups. The war in Syria has
killed more than 370,000 people and displaced mil-
lions since it erupted in 2011. — AFP 

Nearly 70 dead in Syria regime 
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