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News in brief

MoE cleaners protest over
not being paid since July

British PM vows to strengthen 
prison sentences after attack

From armchairs to iPhones, 
India’s millennials rent it all 

Hamilton ends season with 
‘master-class’ in Abu Dhabi281263

PM meets Assembly speaker, 
head of judiciary, top editors

Discussions focus on need to activate article 50 of the constitution

Saudi takes over G20 presidency 

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia became the first Arab
nation yesterday to take over the G20 presidency.
The G20 presidency, which Saudi Arabia takes
over from Japan, will see it host world leaders for a
global summit in its capital next Nov 21-22.  Saudi
Arabia will host more than 100 events and confer-
ences in the run-up to the summit, including minis-
terial meetings. — AFP 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah held meet-
ings yesterday with the head of the
Supreme Judicial Council Yousef Al-
Mutawa and National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem amidst consulta-
tions to form a new Cabinet. The premier
also met editors of local Kuwaiti news-
papers and other publications, but
declined to provide a timeframe for the
formation of the new Cabinet, only say-
ing it will come at the right time.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, who was the
foreign minister in the resigned Cabinet,
said the new government will have new
faces in the key ministries of foreign
affairs, defense, interior and finance -
since he was the foreign minister, the
defense and interior ministers were
removed and the finance minister had
resigned. The Cabinet is expected to
have a majority of new faces despite the

fact that it will serve for less than one
year until Assembly elections expected
to take place in November next year.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled said his vis-
its yesterday came after HH the Amir’s
instructions that the heads of the three
authorities - government, legislative and
judicial - should cooperate over major
issues. He said his discussions focused
on the need to activate article 50 of the
constitution, which calls for the separa-
tion of the three authorities, but should
ensure their cooperation. He said he
benefited greatly from his talks with the
Assembly speaker as they discussed
ways to bolster cooperation in the com-
ing period.

Sheikh Sabah was appointed as pre-
mier for the first time last week following
the resignation of the previous Cabinet
and after former prime minister HH
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah
declined to form the new Cabinet. 
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KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, with the attendance of Minister of Information and Minister of State
for Youth Affairs Mohammed Al-Jabri, receives Chairman and Director General of KUNA Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah, Chairperson
of Kuwait Journalists Association Fatma Hussein and editors-in-chief of local newspapers at Seif Palace yesterday. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Duke of Cambridge Prince William is received by Minister of Amiri
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah and Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan
Affairs and Head of the Honorary Mission Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-
Sabah upon his arrival in Kuwait on an official visit. — Amiri Diwan

JERUSALEM: Israel’s defense minister announced
plans to build a new Jewish-only settlement in the heart
of a flashpoint West Bank city yesterday, weeks after
the United States said it no longer considered such
communities illegal. The move in Hebron in the southern
West Bank sparked Palestinian anger and accusations
that US President Donald Trump effectively green-
lighted the move.

Rightwing Defense Minister Naftali Bennett said the
new development would double the Jewish population
in the city, where around 800 settlers live guarded by
hundreds of Israeli soldiers, surrounded by some
200,000 Palestinians. Hebron is holy to both Muslims
and Jews and sees frequent clashes between
Palestinians and Israeli forces.

The defense ministry said Bennett had instructed
departments responsible for the Israeli-occupied
West Bank “to notify the Hebron municipality of plan-
ning a new Jewish neighborhood in the wholesale
market complex”. 
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BAYT AWWA: Hanan, the mother of 18-year-old Badawee Masalma, shows a pic-
ture of him on her phone during his funeral in this West Bank village southwest
of Hebron yesterday. — AFP 

NAJAF: An Iraqi demonstrator brandishes the national flag in this southern Shiite holy city yesterday. —  AFP 

Israel plans new
Hebron settlement 

DOHA: Migrant workers in Qatar are facing discrimi-
nation because of their nationality, racial identity,
stereotyping and the “prevalence” of profiling, an inde-
pendent UN expert warned yesterday. The Gulf monar-
chy has seen an influx of migrant workers, mainly from
poor developing countries, in advance of the 2022
World Cup meaning that the population is 90 percent
non-Qatari. “For many people living in Qatar, their
capacity to enjoy human rights fully is mediated by
their nationality or national origin,” the UN’s special
rapporteur on racism and discrimination Tendayi
Achiume told AFP.

Migrants from specific countries are often recruited
for certain roles such as women from southeast Asia for
domestic work and men from south Asia for unskilled
construction jobs, she said. “Far from being mostly
short-term guest workers, many low-income workers
spend the better part of their working lives in Qatar and
do so facing serious barriers to full enjoyment of their
fundamental human rights,” she said.

Very few migrant workers ever qualify for perma-
nent residency and almost none achieve citizenship and
the welfare benefits enjoyed by Qataris. UN experts are
independent and do not speak for the world body, but
their findings can be used to inform the work of UN
organizations including the rights council. Achiume will
present her final report on the visit to the UN Human
Rights Council in July 2020.

She warned that stereotypes persist in public and
private that “Sub-Saharan African men are presumed to
be unsanitary, sub-Saharan African women are pre-
sumed to be sexually available, and South Asian nation-
alities are presumed unintelligent”. 
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UN expert warns
some expats face 
racial profiling 

Mexico shootout leaves 21 dead 

MEXICO CITY: A shootout in a Mexican town
near the US border between suspected drug traf-
fickers and police left at least 21 dead, including
four officers, officials said. The confrontation broke
out shortly before noon in Villa Union in the north-
ern state of Coahuila when officers detected sever-
al vehicles and heavily armed passengers touring
the small community. — AFP

Tunisia bus accident kills 22 

TUNIS: A bus carrying Tunisian tourists crashed in
mountains in the country’s north yesterday, killing
22 people and injuring 21, the interior ministry said.
The bus was travelling through the Ain Snoussi
region when it plunged over a cliff, the ministry
said. The vehicle had “fallen into a ravine after
crashing through an iron barrier”, it said on its
Facebook page. All those aboard were Tunisians,
said the tourism ministry. The injured were trans-
ferred to nearby hospitals, the interior ministry said.
The bus had been heading from Tunis towards the
picturesque mountain town of Ain Draham, a popu-
lar autumn destination for tourists. — AFP 

BAGHDAD: The government of Iraq’s Prime Minister
Adel Abdel Mahdi ended yesterday after two months of
violent unrest that has left more than 420 people dead
and thousands mourning them in nationwide marches.
As anti-government demonstrators across the strife-
torn country massed to honor the fallen activists, par-
liament met to accept the resignation which the 77-
year-old had offered two days before.

While Abdel Mahdi stays on initially to lead a care-

taker government, President Barham Saleh will now be
asked to name a successor to face the challenge of
resolving the political chaos that has engulfed the
nation. The protest movement is Iraq’s biggest since the
US-led invasion of 2003 toppled Saddam Hussein and
installed a democratic system in the oil-rich but pover-
ty-plagued nation. Tens of thousands have vented their
anger at a governing class they despise as inept, cor-
rupt and beholden to foreign powers, especially neigh-
boring Iran, whose consulate in the city of Najaf was
torched last Wednesday.

The rallies spread yesterday from the protest epi-
center in Baghdad and the mostly Shiite south to the
northern, majority-Sunni city of Mosul, where hundreds
of students dressed in black organized a mourning
march. Some protesters cautiously welcomed the 
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Iraqi PM bows 
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