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Unfortunately, there are no clear criteria. I think the
government needs those engineers,” he said.

Kouh also demanded that the affected engineers
should be compensated. “Those who lost their title of
‘engineer’ or those whose salaries were cut due to
changing the profession should be compensated, as this

has further effects, such as their indemnities. I expect
the verdict in the case filed in this matter will be
announced by the middle of next year. They should be
compensated for the period when they were not ‘engi-
neers’,” he concluded, adding he has more details that
can’t be revealed at the moment.

Meanwhile, KSE signed an agreement of coopera-
tion with the Institution of Engineers (India) on
Thursday to improve and strengthen relations in vari-
ous fields. The signing was held on the occasion of the
57th anniversary of the establishment of KSE and the
100th anniversary of the founding of IEI. Various work-
shops and conferences will also be held.  

Indian engineers
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minister his deepest sorrow on the incident. Sheikh
Sabah strongly condemned the attack against innocent
civilians, displaying support to all British efforts to pro-
tect citizens as well as maintaining stability and security
in the UK. 

HH the Amir also expressed solidarity with the
British leadership and people against such heinous acts
and wished for the swift recovery of those wounded in
the incident. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent simi-
lar cables to Queen Elizabeth and Johnson. 

Kuwait’s foreign ministry also strongly denounced
on Friday the deadly stabbing attack. As part of
Kuwait’s principled stand against all forms of violence
and terrorism, an official of the ministry stated support
to whatever measures the UK might take to protect its
security. The source expressed sincere condolences to
the families of the victims and wished the wounded
quick recovery. 

The latest attack came less than two weeks before
Britain’s general election, and politicians temporarily
suspended campaigning. “It does not make sense for us
as a society to be putting people who have been con-
victed of terrorist offences... out on early release,”
Johnson said as he visited the scene. “We argue that
people should serve the tariff, serve the term, of which
they are sentenced,” the prime minister added, noting
the Conservatives’ manifesto calls for a tougher sen-
tencing regime.  

Khan, a British national from Stoke in central
England, was handed an indeterminate sentence for
public protection in 2012, with at least eight years in
prison. He was part of an eight-man network inspired
by Al-Qaeda who had plotted to bomb targets
including the London Stock Exchange, and planned
to take part in “terrorist training” in Pakistan. But his
sentence was quashed by the Court of Appeal in April
2013 and he received a new 21-year term, comprising
a custodial sentence of 16 years and five years on
conditional release.

Police yesterday were reportedly searching a prop-
erty in Stafford, in central England, thought to be con-

nected to Khan. Police believe he began the attack at
Fishmonger’s Hall, a historic building said to contain
many ancient artifacts on the north side of the bridge.
Khan was attending an event organized by the
University of Cambridge’s criminology institute on pris-
oner rehabilitation, and reportedly arrived with two
knives and the fake suicide vest.

The Metropolitan Police appealed for witnesses to
come forward. As the attack moved to London Bridge,
a throng of people could be seen in videos grappling
with Khan on a pedestrian walkway. They reportedly
included a convicted killer on day-release from prison
and other ex-offenders also attending the criminology
event. Tour guide Stevie Hurst told BBC radio that
“everyone was just on top of him trying to bundle him
to the ground”. “I saw that the knife was still in his
hand so I just put a foot in to try and kick him in the
head,” he said.

One man in a suit and tie - identified by media as a
police officer - was later seen carrying a large knife
away. “As we saw the worst of human kind, we saw the
very best of human spirit and London,” Met
Commissioner Cressida Dick said yesterday as she vis-
ited London Bridge. On Nov 4, Britain downgraded its
terrorism threat level from “severe”, the second-highest
of five levels, to “substantial” - the lowest rating in more
than five years.

Attention has swiftly turned to how Khan could
have been released from prison after serving less than
seven years of his sentence. Inmates are usually
released half-way through the type of determinate
sentence he was given, and time spent in custody
before trial may have been taken into account. The
Parole Board said it had no involvement in his release
and that it appeared to have happened automatically
as required by law. During the attack, Khan wore an
electronic tag used to monitor criminal offenders, The
Times newspaper reported.

Johnson, who took over as prime minister in July,
said the cases of other convicted terrorists released
early were under urgent review. “A great deal of work is
being done right now to make sure that the public is
protected,” he added. Queen Elizabeth II said she and
husband Prince Philip had been saddened to hear of the
attack and expressed her “enduring thanks” to the
“brave individuals who put their own lives at risk to
selflessly help and protect others”. The 2017 London
Bridge attack involved Islamist extremists wearing fake
suicide devices ploughing a van into pedestrians,
before attacking people with knives in nearby Borough
Market and being shot dead by police. — Agencies 
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They were remanded in judicial custody for 14 days,
police said.

The victim’s mother demanded that the culprits be
burnt alive, the Times of India newspaper quoted her as
saying. The incident is reminiscent of the fatal gang
rape of a young woman, labelled Nirbhaya (Fearless) by
Indian media, on board a bus in 2012. The crime
sparked widespread protests and drew international
attention to violence against women in India. The cur-
rent case has also provoked outrage on social media
with #HangRapists trending on Twitter in India. “It has
been 7 yrs to the gut-wrenching #Nirbhaya case & our
moral fabric continues to be in pieces,” Bollywood
actor Akshay Kumar tweeted. “We need stricter laws.
This needs to STOP!” 

Yesterday, police were criticized as protests spread
to other cities. A woman who tried to stage a one-per-
son demonstration outside the Indian parliament in
New Delhi said she was beaten by police after refusing
to go home. Anu Dubey had sat outside the assembly
carrying a sign questioning why she could not “feel
safe” in her own country. “The only purpose of this
protest is to ensure that I am not burned to death
tomorrow,” she told reporters later, fighting back tears.

“That woman died, other girls have also died. Every
20 minutes, there is a rape in India. I don’t want to die.
And I can’t be a spectator to any more rape cases. I’m
tired of seeing such cases over and over again,” she
said. According to government figures, more than
32,000 rape cases were reported in 2017, however,
experts say that the crime is vastly unreported. Other
cases reported yesterday included a 16-year-old girl
who died in a Delhi hospital 10 days after being
allegedly raped by a neighbor and then set ablaze.

Police said the 27-year-old Hyderabad vet, who

cannot be named, was abducted on Wednesday night
after she left her scooter near an expressway toll
booth. The four men are alleged to have deflated a tyre
whilst she was away and offered to help when she
returned to collect it. The victim called her younger
sister to say she was stranded and that a group of men
had offered to fix her scooter. The woman said she was
“afraid”, according her sister’s testimony to police. The
sister called back later but the victim’s phone was
switched off.

Police said the ashes of the woman’s body were
found on Thursday morning. The body had been
wrapped in a blanket and doused with kerosene. The
killing has set off a firestorm of social media comment,
many calling for a tough reaction. “The culprits must be
given severest punishment,” commented Rajasthan
state’s chief minister Ashok Gehlot, one of tens of thou-
sands to post Twitter comments.

Women’s groups turned against a minister in
Telegana state, which includes Hyderabad, who said
the dead woman could have been saved if she had
called police first instead of her sister. “Is there no
shame,” hit back Swati Maliwal, head of the Delhi
Women’s Commission. “Now the blame is being put on
the dead victim.” 

India’s National Commission for Women condemned
the incident, with its head Rekha Sharma saying it
“won’t leave any stone unturned till these perpetrators
get the punishment they deserve”. The commission
advises the government on policy regarding women’s
rights and aims to provide a voice for issues ranging
from sexual exploitation to employment, but has no
judicial powers. 

Yesterday, around 30 protesters including college
students rallied outside a police station in central Delhi,
carrying placards demanding justice and an end to
crime against women. “If your blood doesn’t boil even
now, it’s not blood but water,” they chanted. One of the
protesters, student Kanchan Pal, 19, said she wanted to
raise her voice in support of rape victims. “Women are
being raped everywhere, whether it is Delhi or
Hyderabad or any other state,” said Pal. “We don’t feel
safe.” — Agencies  
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to their weeks-long demands for complete regime
change. “We’ll keep up this movement,” said one pro-
tester in the southern city of Diwaniyah, where thou-
sands turned out early yesterday. “Abdel Mahdi’s resig-
nation is only the first step, and now all corrupt figures
must be removed and judged.”

Teenaged protesters threw rocks at security forces
in Baghdad, who were positioned behind concrete bar-
riers to protect government buildings. The forces fired
rubber bullets and tear gas canisters at the demonstra-
tors, wounding 10, a medical source told AFP. “We
won’t leave our barricades until the regime falls, until
we get jobs, water, electricity,” one protester said.

More than two dozen protesters were wounded in
Nasiriyah when security forces fired live ammunition at
anti-government rallies, medics said. The units dis-
persed a sit-in on one bridge in the city but protesters
held two more, according to AFP’s correspondent.
Iraq’s second holy city Karbala was rocked by
overnight clashes between young protesters and secu-
rity forces exchanging fire bombs. Najaf was relatively
calm yesterday, according to AFP’s correspondent, but
protests there usually swell later in the day. 

This week’s surge in violence started when protest-
ers stormed and burned the Iranian consulate in Najaf
late Wednesday, accusing Iraq’s neighbor of propping
up the Baghdad government. Tehran demanded Iraq
take decisive action against the protesters and hours
later Abdel Mahdi ordered military chiefs to “impose

security and restore order”. Over two days, 42 people
were shot dead in Nasiriyah, 22 in Najaf and three in
Baghdad. The rising death toll sparked a dramatic inter-
vention from Sistani, the 89-year-old spiritual leader of
many of Iraq’s Shiites. In his Friday sermon, Sistani
urged parliament to stop supporting the government,
and hours later, Abdel Mahdi announced he would sub-
mit his resignation.

Iraq’s Supreme Judicial Council yesterday said it had
formed a committee to probe the unrest, pledging to
“punish those who attacked protesters”. Accountability
for those killed has become a key demand of protesters
in Iraq, where tribal traditions - including revenge for
murder - remain widespread. “Every victim has a moth-
er, a father, a tribe who won’t stay quiet,” said a
Baghdad protester. “Otherwise there could be civil war.” 

Even cities that have been relatively peaceful,
including Hilla, held mourning marches for those killed
in recent days. Within minutes of Abdel Mahdi’s Friday
announcement, leading factions called for a no-confi-
dence vote - including key government backer the
Saeroon parliamentary bloc, led by firebrand cleric
Moqtada Sadr. Abdel Mahdi’s other main backer, the
Fatah bloc, called for “necessary changes in the inter-
ests of Iraq” in a departure from its usual statements
supporting him.

Since promising to submit his resignation, Abdel
Mahdi has continued to hold meetings, including with
cabinet and the United Nation’s top representative yes-
terday. Iraq’s constitution does not include a provision
for the resignation of a premier, so submitting a letter
to parliament would trigger a motion of no-confidence.
If parliament meets today and passes such a motion,
the cabinet would stay on in a caretaker role until the
president names a new premier. Chief justice Faeq
Zeidan is one of several names being circulated as a
possible replacement. — AFP 

Iraqis keep up 
demos as PM...

BAGHDAD: By torching Tehran’s consulates and slapping
their muddy shoes against photographs of top Iranian
officials, Iraqi protesters have shattered a taboo on public
criticism of their influential eastern neighbor. But even as it
faces red-hot rage in the streets, Tehran has consolidated
its influence within Iraq’s political class and among armed
actors, analysts tell AFP. In the latest expression of fury,
protesters crowded around the Iranian consulate -
already emptied of diplomats - in Iraq’s shrine city of
Najaf late Wednesday.

Shouting “Iran out, Iran out”, they set fire to tyres and
other items before storming the consulate itself. “Iran’s
interference in Iraqi affairs has angered many Iraqis,” a
young protester in Najaf told AFP. “The consular fire is a
clear message to Iran to reconsider its role in Iraq,” he
warned. It was the second Iranian consulate attacked by
protesters since the grassroots movement erupted on Oct
1 in anger at a government deemed corrupt and inefficient.

With unprecedented bluntness, demonstrators in
Baghdad and across the restive south have charged Iran
with overreaching. They say Iran interferes too much in
Iraqi politics, holds undue sway among its armed actors
and has even hamstrung Iraqi industries by flooding mar-
kets with its own goods. Protesters have slapped their
shoes against pictures of Qasem Soleimani to insult the
commander of the Revolutionary Guard Corps’ foreign
operations arm and Tehran’s pointman on Iraq. Soleimani,
sources told AFP, has played a key role in convincing Iraqi
factions to keep backing embattled Prime Minister Adel
Abdel Mahdi, further fuelling protester outrage.

“Anti-Iran sentiment isn’t new, but how openly it’s
being expressed is unprecedented,” said Fanar Haddad,

an expert at Singapore University’s Middle East Institute.
“The epicenter of public anger is at the Iraqi political
system, but (anger at) Iran is a by-product of that. You
cannot disentangle them.” For decades, Iran has carefully
crafted ties to a vast range of Iraqi political and military
actors, from Shiite opponents of ex-dictator Saddam
Hussein to Kurdish factions in the north and even Sunni
tribes in the west.

Tehran also backs many of the factions in Iraq’s Hashed
al-Shaabi paramilitary force, formed in 2014 to fight the
Islamic State group. On top of that, it sells crucial electric-
ity and natural gas to supplement Iraq’s gutted power sec-
tor and is the second-largest source of imported goods,
from food to cars. So when demonstrators hit the streets
in outrage at a lack of jobs, unreliable electricity and cor-
ruption among the ruling class, Iran was on the brain. “Iran
intervenes in the formation of the government and in the
economy, and the parties it supports are the ones domi-
nating political life,” said demonstrator Hussein. 

Young protesters like him had hoped the defeat of IS in
2017 could usher in a phase of relative stability, financial
recovery and even some new political parties, said Maria
Fantappie, the International Crisis Group’s Iraq analyst.
But their hopes were “crushed”, Fantappie said, when they
saw the political class, Hashed factions and Iran maintain
the same ruling system criticised as corrupt. “There was a
simmering anti-Iran feeling and the uprising lifted the cov-
er on the pot that was already boiling,” she told AFP, say-
ing the sentiment was “now on the surface”.

The protests have uncovered the enormous rift
between the public and the political elite, as well as
between rival Iranian and Iraqi religious authorities,

Fantappie said. Iraq’s highest Shiite religious authority
Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani has backed the protesters and
urged outside powers not to intervene. Many have inter-
preted his words as a veiled warning to Tehran, including
Sistani’s Iranian counterpart - and rival - Supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

But swelling public criticism of Iran could also trigger
more bloodshed, observers fear. “The burning of the con-
sulate is obviously a blow to Iran, but it can also be used
as a pretense for strengthening the security response,”
Haddad said. Indeed, a day after the fire, two protesters
were shot dead in Najaf. — AFP

Iraqis shatter taboos in rage at 
Iran, but bloodshed may follow

RBALA: Iraqi demonstrators clash with security forces in this holy shrine city on Friday. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Air pollution forced the closure of
schools and universities in parts of Iran yesterday,
including Tehran, which was cloaked by a cloud of
toxic smog, state media reported. The young and
elderly and people with respiratory illnesses were
warned to stay indoors and sporting activities were
suspended for the start of the working week in the
Islamic republic. The decision to shut schools and
universities in the capital was announced late Friday
by deputy governor Mohammad Taghizadeh, after a
meeting of an emergency committee for air pollution.

“Due to increased air pollution, kindergartens,
preschools and schools, universities and higher edu-
cation institutes of Tehran province will be closed,”
he said, quoted by state news agency IRNA.
Schools in the capital would also be closed for a
second day today, Taghizadeh said later. “Having
examined the index of pollutants in Tehran... it was
decided for all schools to be closed tomorrow in
Tehran province, except for the counties of
Firuzkuh, Damavand and Pardis,” he was quoted as

saying.
An odd-even traffic scheme was imposed yester-

day to restrict the number of private vehicles on
roads in the capital and trucks were banned outright
in Tehran province, IRNA reported. The scheme
would be lifted today, but heavy vehicles would still
be barred from the city, said Taghizadeh. But activi-
ties would be halted today for all sand mines and
industries in Tehran that contribute to air pollution,
he added, without specifying which ones.

Schools were also closed yesterday in the north-
ern province of Alborz and in the central province of
Esfahan, IRNA reported, citing officials. Other areas
where schools were shut included the northeastern
city of Mashhad, Orumiyeh city in northwestern Iran
and Qom city, south of Tehran. In Tehran, average
concentrations of hazardous airborne particles
reached 146 micrograms per cubic meter yesterday
morning, according to air.tehran.ir, a government-
linked website. By mid-afternoon, the index had
dropped to 107 after winds blew away some of the
pollution hanging over the capital. The World Health
Organization’s advised maximum level is 50.

The pall of pollution has shrouded the sprawling
city of eight million for days and is only expected to
clear tomorrow when rain is forecast. Air pollution
was the cause of nearly 30,000 deaths per year in
Iranian cities, state media reported earlier this year,
citing a health ministry official. — AFP 
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