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US-Russia tensions 
‘complicate’ UN 
peace bid for Libya 
TUNIS: For the UN’s Libya envoy, US-
Russia tensions top a list of “complications”
in efforts to heal international divisions on
the North African state’s conflict, he told
AFP in an interview. Ghassan Salame said
“the road is (still) full of obstacles and com-
plications” towards convening inter-Libyan
peace talks that could be held in Geneva
“probably in the first half of January”.
“We’ve recently had many complications,
primarily of course concerning this
Russian-American tension on the possible
presence (in Libya) of Russian security
firms,” said Salame.

Washington has repeatedly voiced con-
cern over alleged Russian meddling in the
conflict that is being exploited by several
outside powers for a proxy war. Russia is
suspected of providing military support to
eastern Libya’s strongman Field Marshal
Khalifa Haftar, whose forces on April 4
launched a now stalled assault on the Tripoli
base of the UN-recognised Government of
National Accord (GNA).

In early November, Russia denied media
reports of Russian mercenaries backing up
Haftar’s forces, who already have the sup-
port of the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Jordan and Egypt. The GNA, for its part, is
propped up by Turkish military aid. Under
an action plan adopted by the UN Security
Council in July, Salame has been working to
organize an international conference in
Berlin aimed primarily at ending foreign
interference in Libya, which is in theory
under a UN arms embargo. “Arms are com-
ing in from everywhere,” the United Nations
envoy told AFP at his office in Tunis.

Four preparatory meetings have been
held in the German capital and a final session
is scheduled to take place on Dec 10, he
said. Apart from the Security Council’s five
permanent member states, Germany, Italy,
Egypt, the UAE and Turkey have also taken
part. “If all goes well, we’ll be able to set a
date... for the political meeting that should
take place most probably in the first days of
2020,” in which other countries could also
join, said the UN envoy, to be followed by
the inter-Libyan talks.

‘Novelty’ of US interest in Libya 
On the Russian mercenaries, Salame

said he was not in a position to confirm
their presence in Libya that appeared to

have motivated “a growing American
interest” in the North African country.
Previously, “the Americans had practically
limited their interest to two fundamental
questions: The fight against terrorism and
the normal flow of oil production,” he said.
Senior US officials met with Haftar earlier
this month to discuss steps towards ending
his offensive on Tripoli, and accused
Russia of exploiting the conflict, the State
Department said.

Despite apparent initial support for
Haftar on the part of US President Donald
Trump, Washington has called for a halt to
the offensive in the wake of a visit to the
US capital by a GNA delegation earlier
this year. Salame termed the renewed US
interest in Libya “a novelty” and said the
United Nations, “like the Libyans, are
waiting for clarity on what the Americans
think they can do” in the country.

The UN envoy also said a military deal
signed by Turkey and the GNA following a
meeting with President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan in Istanbul had added to interna-
tional tensions.  Their agreements on security
and military cooperation, as well as maritime
jurisdictions, have raised heckles among
Egypt, Greece and Cyprus, he pointed out.

On the humanitarian front, Salame said
that the deadlocked fighting south of

Tripoli between pro-GNA and Haftar’s
forces had caused “a lot of destruction”
on top of a civilian casualty toll of at least
200 killed and 300 injured.  Among the
combatants, the United Nations estimates
more than 2,000 dead or wounded, he
said. The United Nations Support
Mission in Libya (UNSMIL), which
Salame heads, has registered more than
146,000 displaced by the f ighting
launched almost eight months ago. The
envoy said the actual figure for the dis-
placed was much higher, with more than
100,000 believed to have taken refuge
across the border in Tunisia. —AFP

Ghassan Salame

Pressure rises on 
Malta PM to resign 
over slain reporter 
VALLETTA: Malta’s Prime Minister Joseph Muscat
came under increasing pressure to resign on Friday
as protesters cried foul over the latest twist in the
case of slain investigative journalist Daphne Caruana
Galizia. The escalating murder investigation has
rocked the tiny Mediterranean island and reached
the highest rungs of the country’s politics, with two
ministers and Muscat’s chief of staff Keith Schembri
stepping down from their posts this week.

Thousands of demonstrators took to the streets
of the capital Valletta after Muscat refused to give
immunity to the main suspect in the 2017 murder,
tycoon Yorgen Fenech, to disclose what he knows
about the case. Fenech has identified Schembri as
the mastermind behind Caruana Galizia’s 2017 car
bomb killing, according to sources. Schembri was
arrested on Tuesday, but his release on Thursday
sparked accusations of a cover-up.

Caruana Galizia’s family accused the prime minis-
ter  of  protect ing his  long-t ime chief  of  staf f ,
demanding he hand power over to a deputy who
didn’t have a conflict of interest. “We share Malta’s
shock and anger at the release of Keith Schembri,”
the family said in a statement. “At least two witness-

es and multiple pieces of physical evidence impli-
cate Schembri in the assassination of our wife and
mother.” They accused Muscat of playing “judge,
jury, and executioner in an assassination investiga-
tion that so far implicates three of his closest col-
leagues.”

The Times of Malta said Muscat told associates
on Friday that he plans to resign imminently, though
AFP was not able to immediately confirm the report.
Muscat, who has vowed to resign if links were found
between himself and the murder, said Friday he
would remain in power, telling reporters he wanted
“this case to be closed under my watch”.

‘Disgraceful’  
Muscat said Friday he had recused himself from

the decis ion on whether to grant  immunity to
Fenech. The prime minister later said he had report-
ed Fenech to the police for attempted blackmail,
saying the mogul had threatened to implicate him in
the affair if he was not given a pardon. Protesters in
Valletta on Friday night chanted “Mafia” and “mur-
derers”. “The killing of Daphne Caruana Galizia was
a terrorist mafia act carried out by our state,” said
activist Manuel Delia.

He added that Schembri could have been kept in
custody over corruption, money laundering and
obstruction of justice. Protester Marylou Gafa called
Muscat’s refusal to give Fenech immunity “disgrace-
ful”. “He could have never decided in favor of a par-
don that would have sent his closest collaborator to
jail,” she told AFP. —AFP

Congo buries 27 
massacre victims 
as anger mounts
OICHA, DR Congo: The Democratic Republic of
Congo town of Oicha on Friday buried 27 victims
of the latest massacre in the country’s volatile
east, with hundreds paying homage while lashing
out at security forces for failing to stop attacks.
Mourners gathered in silence around the tiny
morgue of Oicha, located near the Ugandan bor-
der and east of the DRC town of Beni, the scene
of repeated deadly strikes. Workers wore face
masks as they wrapped the decomposing corpses
in shrouds. They were barefoot in line with local
tradition out of respect for the deceased. 

Wooden crosses marked the graves and many
wept as the bodies were lowered. During the
mass funerals, gunfire broke out from the nearby
bush but it was unclear who was firing. “My
neighbor, who was my son’s mother-in-law, had
her throat slit and was then cut up,” said Kahindo
Kamabu, a woman in her fifties. “I am very sad
but I’m not crying any more as I want to tell these
murderers that we are strong and dignified
despite our pain.”

Janvier Kasahirio, the head of a local youth
association, said: “We found the remains of our
brothers in pieces,” adding that some of the vic-
tims had been burnt. He said they found the bod-
ies in the bush. The victims were hacked to death
with machetes on Wednesday, taking to 107 the
number of people killed in and around Beni since
Nov 5. The vast majority of the killings have been
carried out by the Allied Democratic Forces
(ADF), a militia that has plagued the Democratic
Republic of Congo’s east since the 1990s. —AFP

KHARTOUM: Ousted president Omar Al-Bashir’s par-
ty on Friday condemned Sudan’s new “illegal govern-
ment” for ordering its closure and the dismantling of
his regime that ruled the country for 30 years. Sudan’s
new authorities approved a law on Thursday ordering
the Islamist leader’s National Congress Party be dis-
solved, its assets seized and the regime dismantled as
demanded by the protest movement that led to
Bashir’s fall in April.

On Friday, the NCP accused the authorities of taking
a “reckless decision” in trying to confiscate its assets to
tackle Sudan’s economic crisis, which it said the new
government had failed to address. Confiscating its
assets “is nothing more than a moral scandal, an act of
intellectual bankruptcy and a total failure on the part of
the illegal government,” the NCP said on its Facebook
page. “The party is not bothered by any law or decision
issued against it as the NCP is a strong party and its
ideas will prevail.”

The authorities have also banned personalities from
the former regime from taking part in political activities
for 10 years. The new ruling sovereign council and cab-
inet led by Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok passed the
law on Thursday, ruling that the NCP be “dissolved”
and its registration “cancelled from the list of political
parties in Sudan”.

‘No rule of law’ 
Bashir seized power on June 30, 1989 in an Islamist-

backed coup that toppled the elected government of
prime minister Sadiq Al-Mahdi. Hamdok said the law to
dissolve the party and dismantle the regime was “not
revenge” against the former rulers. “It aims to preserve
the dignity of Sudanese people which was crushed by
dishonest people,” he wrote on Twitter. “This law aims
to recover the plundered wealth of the people.”

The Sudanese Professionals Association, the group
that initially led protests against Bashir, said in a state-
ment that the decision would help “building a demo-

cratic civilian state”. But the NCP said the protest
movement was turning the country’s transition period
into one where “no rule of law or equality prevails”.
“The FFC (Forces of Freedom and Change) is trying to
drag the country into war, chaos and instability ... the
law will only add to more tensions, extremism and
destruction of political life in our country.”

Hardline Islamist cleric Mohamed Ali Jazuli warned
that the law had potential to trigger future conflict in
Sudan. “This law is part of a regional project aimed at
excluding Islam from all aspects of the state ... this
would drag the country into a civil war,” Jazuli said in
his sermon as he led the weekly Muslim prayers at a
mosque in the capital.

On Thursday, the sovereign council and the cabinet
also formally scrapped a controversial public order law
that had severely curtailed women’s rights under Bashir.
Thousands of women were flogged, fined and even
jailed under the law, which activists said primarily tar-
geted women through harsh interpretations of Islamic
sharia law. Activists say security forces have used the
law to arrest women for attending private parties or
wearing trousers. “This law is notorious for being used
as a tool of exploitation, humiliation & violation of
rights,” Hamdok wrote on Twitter earlier on Friday.

Meanwhile, hundreds of protesters marched yester-
day through downtown Khartoum to demand justice for
those killed in demonstrations against Bashir. More
than 250 people were killed and hundreds injured in the
months-long protests that erupted in Dec 2018,
according to umbrella protest movement Forces of
Freedom and Change.

Crowds marched from a central Khartoum square to
Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok’s offices, demanding
authorities deliver justice for those killed and also find
out about protesters who went missing. “Blood for
blood!” chanted protesters gathered in front of Hamdok’s
offices in the capital, an AFP correspondent reported.

Dozens of policemen stood guard as protesters,

many whistling, clapping and ululating, belted out revo-
lutionary slogans. “We want justice for martyrs. We are
afraid that the criminals might not be judged,” said pro-
tester Nizar bin Sufian. He said protesters welcomed
Thursday’s decision by the new authorities to dismantle
Bashir’s regime and former ruling party. “But we have
not seen any moves by the government to find those
missing or to begin trials of those responsible for the
killing of protesters,” bin Sufian told AFP.

Bashir and several senior members of his regime are
in prison, while the veteran leader himself is on trial for
alleged graft. Since August, Sudan has been ruled by a
joint civilian-military sovereign council headed by
General Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan. A transitional cabinet
led by Hamdok has been tasked with the day-to-day
running of the country. The sovereign council is tasked
with overseeing an overall transition to civilian rule as
demanded by the protest movement. —AFP

Hundreds march in Khartoum seeking justice for martyrs 

Bashir’s NCP condemns Sudan 
‘illegal govt’ move to scrap party

KHARTOUM: A woman holds up a sign reading in Arabic “civilian now, the people demand retribution
for the martyr” during a demonstration in the center of the capital near the prime minister’s offices
yesterday. —AFP

Algerian protesters 
insist Dec election 
must not go ahead 
ALGIERS: Algerians thronged their capital Friday to insist
that a presidential election set for December 12 must not go
ahead before a change of regime. Protesters fear the poll will
cement in power politicians close to ex-president Abdelaziz
Bouteflika, who quit in April under popular pressure after
two decades as head of state. The five candidates standing in

the December poll all either supported the former leader or
took part in his government. “There will be no vote!” demon-
strators chanted on Friday. “We swear we will not stop!”

They denounced an official crackdown on the so-called
“Hirak” movement that has shaken the country with months
of unprecedented protests. Security forces, both uniformed
and plain-clothed, flooded Algiers for the 41st consecutive
Friday of demonstrations, deploying water cannon and anti-
barricade vehicles. “This is intimidation! Why so many police
vehicles? We’re protesting peacefully and are against vio-
lence,” said Tassadit Ourabeh, 64. At least 25 people were
arrested before Friday’s march, AFP journalists said. Police
also used tear gas against young protesters outside a police
station, witnesses said.

On Thursday, a European Parliament resolution said

MEPs “strongly condemn the arbitrary and unlawful arrest
and detainment of, attacks on and intimidations of journalists,
trade unionists, lawyers, students, human rights defenders
and civil society and all peaceful protesters”. The Algerian
authorities reacted by denouncing what it called “flagrant
interference in its internal affairs” and a “disregard” for the
country’s institutions.

The protesters fear that a regime in power since the for-
mer French colony’s independence in 1962 seeks to pre-
serve its grip on the country. As polling day approaches,
positions on both sides are hardening, sparking fears of
more radical measures. “There is still strong mobilization
and an especially strong determination to reject the elec-
tion,” Said Salhi of the Algerian League for the Defence of
Human Rights told AFP. —AFP


