
Trump visits
troops in
Afghanistan 
BAGRAM: President Donald Trump
said Thursday the United States had
resumed talks with Taleban insur-
gents as he made a surprise trip to
Afghanistan to celebrate the
Thanksgiving holiday with troops.
On a brief visit to Bagram Airfield
outside the capital Kabul, Trump
served turkey dinner to soldiers,
posed for photographs and delivered
a speech after meeting Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani. “The
Taleban wants to make a deal and
we’re meeting with them and we’re
saying it has to be a ceasefire,” he
told reporters.

About 13,000 US troops remain
in Afghanistan, 18 years after the
United States invaded following the
September 11, 2001 attacks. Trump
said he planned to reduce the num-
ber to 8,600, and later added “we
can go much further than that,” with-
out giving details. “There’s nowhere
I’d rather celebrate this Thanksgiving
than right here with the toughest,
strongest, best and bravest warriors
on the face of the earth,” the presi-
dent, who was making his first trip to
the war-torn country, told the
troops. “I’ve just come from serving
Thanksgiving dinner to some of
you... and we had a good time.”

Trump joked that he had just

started eating when he was called
away, and didn’t even get to taste his
turkey. “I should’ve started with that,
instead of the mashed potatoes,” he
said. “But I hope everyone enjoyed
the fantastic meal, it certainly did
look good and hopefully everyone
can get some well-deserved rest this
holiday.”

America’s longest war 
The United States earlier this year

reached a deal with Taleban insur-
gents to pull US troops from
Afghanistan and wind down
America’s longest war in return for
security guarantees. But Trump
made a shock move in September,
describing the year-long talks as
“dead” and withdrawing an invita-
tion to the insurgents to meet in the
United States due to the killing of an
American soldier. “We were getting
close and we pulled back. We didn’t
want to do it because of what they
did,” Trump later said during a meet-
ing with Ghani, referring to the death
of the soldier. “Since then, we’ve hit
them so hard, they’ve never been hit
this hard.”

The Taleban refuse to negotiate
formally with the Afghan government,
though diplomatic efforts have con-
tinued to foster dialogue and an
eventual peace deal. Trump said
Thursday the war in Afghanistan “will
not be decided on the battlefield”
and that “ultimately there will need to
be a political solution” decided by
people in the region. The US presi-
dent has often vowed to pull out of
the US’s “endless wars,” and he is

keen to withdraw many troops from
Afghanistan ahead of the November
2020 election when he faces a tough
battle to win a second term.

Afghanistan remains roiled by
violence, and US presidents are still
only able to make fleeting, unan-
nounced visits to Bagram - the
biggest American base in the coun-
try - due to the security threat.
Ghani, who was only given a few
hours’ notice about the visit,
thanked Trump for pushing for “the
type of peace that will ensure the
gains of the past year and ensure
your security and our security.” The
Taleban last week handed over two
hostages - an American and an
Australian - after three years in cap-
tivity in exchange for three high-

ranking insurgent prisoners, a move
seen as a boost to peace talks.

Friction with US military leaders 
Back in Washington, Trump’s

relations with the US military lead-
ership have recently soured over
his repeated interference in high-
profi le discipl ine cases. Trump
reversed the demotion of Navy
SEAL Edward Gallagher who was
accused of war crimes but only
found guilty of a lesser offense.
Gallagher’s cause had been cham-
pioned by Fox News and Trump’s
conservative base. The case drew
sharp criticism from the top brass
concerned that the president was
undermining mil i tary judicial
process. — AFP 

BERLIN: Tens of thousands of protesters, primarily in
Europe and Asia, hit the streets on Friday to make a
fresh call for action against global warming, hoping to
raise pressure on world leaders days before a UN cli-
mate summit. Carrying signs that read “One planet, one
fight” and “The sea is rising, so must we”, thousands
flocked to Berlin’s Brandenburg Gate for the latest
“Fridays for Future” protest inspired by 16-year-old
activist Greta Thunberg.

In total, about 630,000 people demonstrated across
more than 500 cities in Germany, the Fridays for Future
movement said. In Hamburg alone, some 30,000 mainly
young people gathered and another 17,000 congregat-
ed in Munich to voice alarm at rising temperatures,
police said. Thunberg, meanwhile, was on a boat sailing
across the Atlantic, but tweeted a photo of herself hold-
ing a sign that said “School strike for climate”. 

Rallies took place across Europe, although on a
smaller scale than during September’s wave of “climate
strikes” when organizers said some four million people
filled city streets around the world. Approximately 1,700
turned out in Madrid, the host city of next week’s 12-
day COP25 conference, which aims to encourage gov-
ernments to increase their commitments to cut emis-
sions and combat climate change.

In France, climate activists focused their anger on the
“Black Friday” sales bonanza with protesters blocking a
distribution center of online retail giant Amazon outside
Paris and others near Lyon and Lille. Protesters in Paris
also formed a human chain at La Defense shopping mall
that prevented people from reaching stores, to highlight
the climate costs of consumerism.

The Dutch branch of “Fridays for Future” said demos
were taking place in around 15 cities, culminating in an
evening march in Amsterdam where protesters would
observe a moment’s silence for victims of the climate
crisis. Several hundred young people also took to the
streets of Lisbon, where Thunberg is expected to arrive
shortly before making her way to Madrid.

Turnout was low in the United States and Canada,
with the protest taking place during the American
Thanksgiving holiday weekend. A demonstration in
Washington drew about 50 people, another in New
York had 100. “It’s important to keep showing up, keep
being out there and talking to people about how this is
not a problem that can go away, unless we address it
head-on,” said 24-year-old Frank Fritz in Washington.

New York police arrested 23 anti-consumerism pro-
testers who staged a sit-in outside Macy’s department
store. In Montreal, environmental groups distributed

second-hand clothing. “We are trying to create an eco-
responsible movement against mass consumption, so we
are giving away clothes for free to encourage people to
consume less,” protester Germain Desloges told AFP.

Toxic smoke 
The latest round of global climate demonstrations

kicked off in bushfire-ravaged Australia, where hun-
dreds rallied outside the Sydney offices of the Liberal
party. The target of their ire was Prime Minister Scott
Morrison, who said earlier this month the suggestion
that “individual actions of Australia” had an impact on
the fires “doesn’t bear up to credible scientific evi-
dence”. “Our government’s inaction on the climate crisis
has supercharged bushfires,” said school strike leader
Shiann Broderick, as Sydney was once again enveloped
in toxic smoke from the fires.

Australia, with a population of almost 25 million, has
low carbon emissions compared with the planet’s
biggest polluters but is one of the world’s leading coal
exporters. Protests also took place in Tokyo, where hun-
dreds marched through the teeming Shinjuku district. “I
feel a sense of crisis because almost no one in Japan is
interested,” said 19-year-old student Mio Ishida. “I was
really inspired by Greta’s actions.”

Missed targets 
In Delhi, about 50 school and college students

marched to the environment ministry in the world’s
most polluted capital, carrying placards and chanting
slogans demanding that the government declare a cli-
mate emergency. “This is about doing something that
you believe in,” said 23-year-old Saumya Chowdhury.
“We want the government to acknowledge this and
have a conversation on this issue with people.” India is
one of the biggest sources of greenhouse gases and has
14 of the 15 most polluted cities in the world, according
to a UN study. 

Some 200 nations are meeting in the Spanish capital
from Monday for talks on finalizing the “rulebook” for
the 2015 Paris climate treaty, which becomes opera-
tional in 2021. Scientists have warned that efforts to cap
warming to 1.5 Celsius are failing and that carbon emis-
sions - which are on the rise - would need to fall 7.6
percent a year to meet the target.

The United Nations has reported that greenhouse gas
levels in the atmosphere, the main driver of climate
change, hit a record high last year. The UN has also
warned that global temperatures are on track to rise
almost 4 degrees Celsius by the end of the century, which
could make some places virtually uninhabitable. — AFP 

International
Mexico City traffic 
chaos a matter 
of life or deathLahore looks for answers amid ‘air apocalypse’ Page 9 Page 9

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2019

Established 1961 

BERLIN: Demonstrators gather with placards during a protest called by the Fridays for Future movement for climate protection on Friday, as part of global action day for climate. — AFP 

Thousands rally before UN climate summit 
Some activists focus anger on ‘Black Friday’ sales bonanza

Over 160 nations agree to
speed landmine clearing 
OSLO: The 164 signatory countries to the Mine Ban Treaty
(MBT) agreed Friday to accelerate the work to achieve the goal
of a “mine-free” world in 2025, Norway’s foreign ministry said.
“Countries have now agreed that it is necessary to speed up
mine clearance over the next five years,” Norway’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs Ine Eriksen Soreide said in a statement following
a meeting in Oslo.

According to Landmine Monitor, an annual report by the
Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor, 6,897 people were
killed or injured by mines and other explosive remnants of war in
2018 and the report noted that it was the fourth year in a row
with “exceptionally high numbers of recorded casualties.” Of
those, 3,789 were victims of so called improvised mines, the
highest recorded number to date.

Under the “Oslo Action Plan,” adopted on Friday, states
undertake to “identify mined areas and put in place national
plans for mine clearance”. They also commit to measuring their
progress in the final stretch before 2025, the goal set by the
Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention or Ottawa Treaty in 1997,
the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs said in a statement.

The meeting in Oslo this week was the last in a series of five-
year meetings to implement the treaty drafted in 1997, which
helped to put an end to virtually all mine use by governments,
including those that did not sign it. Armed groups are however
increasingly using improvised anti-personnel mines. According
to Landmine Monitor, non-state groups used this type of
weapon last year in at least six countries: Afghanistan, India,
Burma, Nigeria, Pakistan and Yemen. 

Since the treaty’s adoption nearly 58 million mines have been
removed by clearing minefields and destroying stockpiles,
according to the Norwegian ministry. Efforts to rid the world of
these weapons were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1997,
which was given to the International Campaign to Ban
Landmines and US citizen Jody Williams. — AFP 

BAGRAM, Afghanistan: US President Donald Trump serves Thanksgiving dinner
to US troops at Bagram Air Field during a surprise visit on Nov 28, 2019. — AFP 


