
WASHINGTON: Almost a year has passed since
the world woke up to the sad news of the passing
away of the 41st President of the US George H W
Bush whose success in gathering international sup-
port for the 1991 Gulf War was seen as a military and
diplomatic “triumph.” At the time of his death on
November 30, 2018, Bush was the longest-lived US
president, whose public image was seen as a “prag-
matic caretaker” president, where he won a single
term presidential election that started from 1989
until 1993. In August 1990, Bush strongly condemned
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and was able to immedi-
ately put together a 30-nation coalition that was
backed by a UN mandate during which he warned,
“This will not stand, this aggression against Kuwait.”
Bush addressed a joint session of the US Congress
regarding the authorization of air and land attacks,
laying out four immediate objectives, saying, “Iraq
must withdraw from Kuwait completely, immediately,
and without condition. Kuwait’s legitimate govern-
ment must be restored.”

After that, in early 1991, by a vote of 250 to 183,
the House passed a resolution authorizing Bush to
use force against the Iraqi military, a vote that was
considered “an important victory” for him. On
January 17, 1991, the US and allied planes struck
Iraqi targets and Desert Shield became Desert
Storm. The ground war kicked-off in February 24
and Bush ordered a cease-fire 100 hours after the
fighting began. In the wake of that 1991 victory,
Bush’s approval at home approached 89 percent, the
highest rating ever recorded, where he also gained
broad international support for the Gulf War and the
war’s result were seen as both a diplomatic and mili-
tary triumph.

A figure that will forever be remembered for his
crucial role in Kuwait’s liberation, as well as his
speech from the Oval Office on February 27, 1991
declaring “Kuwait is liberated. Iraq’s army is defeat-

ed. Our military objectives are met. Kuwait is once
more in the hands of Kuwaitis in control of their own
destiny. We share in their joy, a joy tempered only by
our compassion for their ordeal,” is engraved in the
hearts of all Kuwaitis of different generations. A
speech that is remembered and will be remembered
by many generations to come, addressing a joint
session of Congress announcing the end of the Gulf
War, Bush said, “Aggression is defeated. The war is
over. This is a victory for every country in the coali-
tion, for the United Nations. A victory for unprece-
dented international cooperation and diplomacy... It
is a victory for the rule of law and for what is right.”
He noted, “All of us grieve for the victims of war, for
the people of Kuwait and the suffering that scars the
soul of that proud nation,” and that “for the sake of
our principles, for the sake of the Kuwaiti people, we
stood our ground. Because the world would not look
the other way.”

On his first visit to Kuwait in April 1993, Bush,
who was not president then, was presented with the
Order of Mubarak Al-Kabeer “in gratitude and
appreciation” for his efforts liberating Kuwait. He
also received then an honorary doctorate from
Kuwait University. In a January 2011 interview mark-
ing the 20th anniversary of the Gulf War, Bush
recalled the mission, saying, “I think it was a signa-
ture historical event,” and “I think it will always be.
“In a cable of condolences on the passing away of
Bush last year, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah recalled the stance
and support of Bush to Kuwait and his rejection of
the Iraqi occupation in its early hours. His Highness
Sheikh Sabah also remembered the decisive decision
taken by the American administration under the
leadership of Bush and his pivotal role on forming an
international coalition mandated by the UN to liber-
ate the State of Kuwait.

Furthermore, in a written message from His

Highness the Amir to the US 43rd President and son
of late Bush, George W Bush, His Highness the Amir
noted, “We have lost a dear friend... particularly dear
for the Kuwaiti people who will never forget him as a
supporter of justice.” His Highness the Amir also
recalled the late ex-president’s brave stance in sup-
port of Kuwait, namely his emphatic rejection of the

flagrant Iraqi aggression and his leading role in
forming the international coalition for the liberation
of the State of Kuwait. On his death, Kuwaitis recol-
lected his great contributions in liberating their
homeland from the Iraqi invasion, a man whose posi-
tions will remain in the memory of all Kuwaitis and
the entire world. — KUNA
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WASHINGTON: In this file photo, Kuwait’s Amir representative Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah
attends former US President George H W Bush’s funeral. — KUNA

Late US President George Bush, a
leader engraved in Kuwaitis’ minds

Mubarak Port
to play key role
in int’l trade
LONDON: Undersecretary of Kuwait’s
Ministry of Communication Kholoud Al-
Shehab said Friday Mubarak Al-Kabeer
Port is one of the mega projects in the
country’s national development plan that
will have a great impact on international
trade routes. “The port, with 24 harbors,
will serve as a major route for regional
shipping and transit services,” she said
in a statement delivered on behalf of
Kuwait to the 31st General Assembly of

the International Maritime Organization
(IMO). The port is designed to link the
sea to the mainland through a network
of highways and railways, thus serving
as a critical juncture in the international
Silk Road between the East and the
West, Shehab noted.

On Kuwait’s role in the IMO, she said
her country joined the organization as
early as in 1960 only one year after the
IMO held its maiden meeting. “Kuwait,
having one of the biggest fleets in the
world, takes part actively in the various
programs of this UN specialized agency
out of keenness on ensuring the safety
of shipping and preventing marine pol-
lution,” she added. Earlier Friday, the
IMO General Assembly elected Kuwait
as one of the 20 category C members of
the organization’s council. —KUNA

LONDON: Undersecretary of Kuwait’s Ministry of Communication Kholoud Al-
Shehab. — KUNA

SEOUL: Kuwaiti inventors Sara Abu Arjeeb (right) and Dr Meshari Al-Mutairi (left)
with Kuwait’s Ambassador to the Republic of Korea Bader Al-Awadhi. — KUNA

Kuwaiti inventors
win first place
at Invention fair
SEOUL: Kuwaiti inventors Sara Abu
Arjeeb and Dr Meshari Al-Mutairi were
awarded the Golden Award at Seoul
International Invention Fair (SIIF) 2019
yesterday. Engineer Abu Arjeeb received
the Golden Award for her invention
“detector of bone fractures,” while
Engineer Mutairi received the same
award for his invention “treatment of oil
contaminated soil.”

Kuwait’s Ambassador to the Republic
of Korea Bader Al-Awadhi expressed his
pride in the fact that two Kuwaiti inven-
tors were awarded the first places in the
SIIF. Awadhi added that this win reflects

the care and attention paid by Kuwait to
the youth category, especially the cre-
ators and inventors, adding that Abu
Arjeeb and Mutairi were able to show
the bright face of the Kuwaiti youth and
raise the name of their country. Awadhi
expressed his thanks and appreciation
to the Patent Office of the General
Secretariat of the Gulf Cooperation
Council for organizing this active partic-
ipation of the inventors from the GCC
countries at the Seoul International Fair.

Meanwhile, Mutairi said that this is
the first time that two Kuwaiti inventors
have been awarded the gold prize in
such invention fairs, adding that this
confirmed the talent and creative quali-
ties enjoyed by Kuwaiti youth. In the
meantime, Abu Arjeeb presented the
gold prize to His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and expressed her pride for rais-
ing the name of Kuwait in the fair and in
the field of inventions. — KUNA


