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Indian engineers worst affected 
by degree accreditation decision

Many have lost their job titles, suffered pay cuts 
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The manpower authority last year mandat-
ed that all expat engineers should get a no-objection
certificate from the Kuwait Society of Engineers (KSE)
to have the title of “engineer” in their work permits.
Indian engineers have been the most affected by this
decision, as their degrees should be approved by
India’s National Board of Accreditation (NBA) in order
to get an NOC from KSE. But most Indian engineers in
Kuwait hold degrees that are approved by the All India
Council for Technical Education and not NBA. 

Attorney Fraih Al-Kouh argued Indian engineers are
the most discriminated against, compared to other
expat engineers. “I’m defending a few Indian engineers
who unfairly lost their job titles after working as engi-
neers for years. No verdict has been issued yet as the
legal process is lengthy, but I’m sure the court will
scrap this abusive decision,” he told Kuwait Times.

According to Kouh, the sponsoring companies earli-
er only sought the approval of the employment contract
from the ministry of social affairs and labor, then
included the “engineer” title in the work permit. “Now
the ministry decided to team up with NGOs and
demanded approval from the KSE certifying the appli-
cant is working in this field. KSE then demands the
original degree and a work certificate to review if the
applicant meets all conditions, and based on this they
send or don’t send the NOC to the ministry,” he
explained.

Engineers also face additional conditions. “Engineers
have to pass a test if their work experience is less than
five years - those with longer experience only have to
appear for a personal interview at KSE to obtain the
approval. But Indian engineers can’t go through any of
these procedures if they don’t hold an NBA accredita-
tion. This is discriminatory and should be corrected.
The new rules of the ministry should only be applied on
new engineers and not those who have worked here for
many years,” Kouh asserted. “If KSE is demanding
NBA accreditation, then it should be demanded from all
engineers and not only Indians,” he added. 

But an official from KSE, who preferred to remain
anonymous, told Kuwait Times the condition for NBA
accreditation was set by the Indian government and not
the Kuwaiti ministry or KSE. “Today, only certificates
from Indian universities that are members of NBA are
accredited. Universities in other countries have other
accrediting bodies such as ABET for the United States
or other bodies in European and Arab countries. These
bodies are equivalent to the Indian NBA,” he explained. 

Kouh however demanded an academic approach for
the approval of engineers. “The approval should only
be issued based on academic certifications from
accredited universities and work experience. If the
applicant submits a fake certificate, then he should be
punished, as this is a crime. Some engineers may be
graduates from a university that is not accredited, but
they are good, so why not let them pass a test? 

Continued on Page 24

DOHA: Kuwaiti supporters pose for the camera during the 24th Arabian Gulf Cup Group B football match
between Kuwait and Oman at the Abdullah bin Khalifa Stadium in the Qatari capital yesterday. Oman won the
match 2-1. —AFP (See Page 28)

Cop’s body slam sparks outrage 

WASHINGTON: A video of a Chicago policeman
slamming a man into the pavement has added new
tensions to the city’s strained police-public rela-
tions, with the mayor on Friday calling it “very dis-
turbing”. Police said the incident took place
Thursday in the Chatham neighborhood in
Chicago’s Southeast Side, when a man, who had
allegedly been drinking in public, spat on a police
officer as he was being detained. The video shows
the policeman picking up the man as they both
stood next to a police vehicle and hurling him to
the street, the man’s head apparently hitting the
curb. The man lay motionless as a bystander filmed
the incident. — AFP

Bishop on trial for raping nun 

KOTTAYAM, India: A Roman Catholic bishop
went on trial in southern India yesterday accused of
repeatedly raping a nun. Franco Mulakkal arrived in
court in Kottayam, Kerala state, with a group of
supporters after attending morning prayers. The
bishop is charged with raping the nun several times
between 2014 and 2016, while head of the
Missionaries of Jesus order. Mulakkal did not
immediately make a plea in court but he has denied
the accusations in the run-up to the trial. — AFP 

Israeli troops kill Palestinian 

GAZA CITY: Israeli forces shot dead a Palestinian
teenager near the border with the Gaza Strip on
Friday, the health ministry in the Hamas-run enclave
said. Fahd Al-Astal, 16, died after being shot in the
stomach east of Khan Yunis in the south of the
enclave, and four other Palestinians were wounded,
the ministry said. Weekly border protests along the
Israeli frontier were officially cancelled on Friday.
But residents said a small number of mostly
young Palestinians still approached the border
fence. At least 348 Palestinians have been killed
by Israeli fire in Gaza since weekly protests
began in March 2018. — AFP

Iran disputes protest death tolls 

TEHRAN: Iran yesterday disputed death tolls
issued abroad for bloodshed that erupted during
protests in the country over fuel prices, after a
rights group said over 160 demonstrators were
killed. London-based human rights group Amnesty
International said in a tweet on Friday that the
crackdown claimed the lives of 161 demonstrators.
But Iran’s deputy interior minister, Jamal Orf, dis-
puted such figures. — AFP 

LONDON: British Prime Minister Boris Johnson (center), British Home Secretary Priti
Patel and Commissioner of the City of London Police Ian Dyson arrive at the scene
of a stabbing on London Bridge yesterday. —AFP 

SILIGURI, West Bengal: Youth of NGO ‘Tarunya’ form a human chain as they partici-
pate in a candlelight procession yesterday calling for justice following the recent
rape and murder of a 27-year-old veterinarian. — AFP 

BAGHDAD: Iraqi anti-government protesters carry away an injured comrade amidst
clashes with security forces on the capital’s Rasheed Street near Al-Ahrar Bridge
on Friday. — AFP 

LONDON: Prime Minister Boris
Johnson vowed yesterday to review
Britain’s sentencing system after a con-
victed terrorist released early from
prison was suspected of stabbing two
people to death in an attack around
London Bridge. Police shot and killed
Usman Khan after his suspected assault
that seriously injured three other people
was broken up by bystanders - one
armed with a 1.5-m narwhal tusk and
another a fire extinguisher.

Video footage of the confrontation
showed Khan, 28, being challenged by a

man, reportedly a Polish chef, wielding
the tusk - believed to have been taken
from a nearby historic hall - and sprayed
with the extinguisher. He had been con-
ditionally released from jail last
December after serving less than half of
a 16-year prison sentence for terrorism,
and was wearing a suspected fake
explosive device. Moments later armed
police officers arrived on the scene and
shot him dead. Investigators have said
they are not actively seeking others in
relation to the incident, which recalled a
three-man terrorist assault two years
ago on London Bridge that killed eight. 

HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent yes-
terday a cable of condolences to Queen
of Britain Elizabeth II and Prime Minister
Johnson. In the cable, the Amir
expressed to the Queen and the prime 
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HYDERABAD: Hundreds of people
yesterday laid siege to a police station
where four men are being held over the
latest gruesome rape-murder to shock
India. Baton-wielding police pushed
back crowds from the building in the
southern city of Hyderabad where they
said the 27-year-old veterinary doctor
was gang-raped, killed and then her
body burned. While the suspects were

quickly detained, the killing sparked new
outrage in a country that has been in the
international spotlight over its handling
of sex assaults since the brutal gang-
rape and murder of a student on a Delhi
bus in 2012.

“How anyone could subject another
human being to such terrible, unpro-
voked violence is beyond imagination,”
said former opposition Congress party
leader Rahul Gandhi on Twitter. Police
had to bring in reinforcements to bolster
security around the Hyderabad police
station. The suspects appeared before a
magistrate for what was expected to be
the start of “fast-track” proceedings lat-
er yesterday. 
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NASIRIYAH, Iraq: Iraqis kept up anti-
government protests in Baghdad and the
south yesterday, dissatisfied with the
premier’s vow to quit and insisting on the
overhaul of a system they say is corrupt
and under the sway of foreign powers.
Protesters have hit the streets since early
October in the largest grassroots move-
ment Iraq has seen in decades, sparked
by fury at poor public services, lack of
jobs and widespread government graft.

Security forces and armed groups

responded with violence to the decen-
tralized demonstrations, killing more than
420 people and wounding 15,000,
according to an AFP tally compiled from
medics and an Iraqi rights commission.
The toll spiked dramatically this week,
when a crackdown by security forces left
dozens dead in Baghdad, the Shiite
shrine city of Najaf and the southern
hotspot of Nasiriyah - the birthplace of
Prime Minister Adel Abdel Mahdi.

Facing pressure from the street and
the country’s top Shiite cleric Grand
Ayatollah Ali Sistani, Abdel Mahdi
announced on Friday that he would sub-
mit his resignation to parliament, due to
meet today. But demonstrations have not
subsided, with crowds in the capital and
across the Shiite-majority south sticking 
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