
Ajax secure
spot in draw for
CL group stage
PARIS: Summer signing Edson Alvarez and
captain Dusan Tadic scored as last sea-
son’s semi-finalists Ajax beat APOEL 2-0
in their Champions League play-off sec-
ond leg to secure their spot in today’s
draw for the group stage.

Mexican international defender Alvarez,
a 15 million-euro ($16.6 million) recruit
from Club America to replace Juventus-
bound Matthijs de Ligt, headed home from
a set-piece two minutes before half-time
as Ajax were rewarded for their first-half
domination.

Tadic then controlled a crossfield ball
from Klaas-Jan Huntelaar on the edge of
the area before rifling home on his left foot
with 10 minutes left in Amsterdam as Ajax
advanced after a goalless draw in the first
leg in Cyprus.

There were nervy moments for Erik ten
Hag’s team, who thought they had gone 2-
0 up just after half-time when Huntelaar
headed in off the underside of the bar.
However, after a VAR review, the goal was
disallowed for an extremely tight offside
against Joel Veltman in the build-up.

Moments later APOEL had the ball in
the net at the other end, but this time the
offside was clear for all to see and there
would be no precious away goal for the
Cypriot champions. Ajax stunned Real
Madrid and Juventus on their way to last
season’s Champions League semi-finals,
where they were beaten by Tottenham
Hotspur. They had already edged out
Greek champions PAOK in the third qual-
ifying round.

As well as De Ligt, the four-time Euro-
pean champions have lost midfield starlet

Frenkie de Jong to Barcelona since last
season’s remarkable run. Donny van de
Beek, who has been linked with Real
Madrid, did not play against APOEL, re-
portedly due to injury.

Ajax will be in the second pot in the
draw in Monaco, which is due to start at
1600 GMT. That means they will avoid an
early rematch with Tottenham or Madrid,
who are both in the same pot. However,
they could be drawn alongside holders
Liverpool, who are in pot one.

The other clubs in pot one are Man-
chester City, Chelsea, Barcelona, Juventus,
Bayern Munich, Paris Saint-Germain and
Zenit Saint-Petersburg.

Also on Wednesday, Club Brugge beat
LASK Linz of Austria 2-1 to go through 3-
1 on aggregate. Leading 1-0 from the first

leg, the Belgians looked to have the tie in
the bag when Hans Vanaken put them
ahead on the night with 20 minutes left.

Brazilian forward Klauss promptly
scored a penalty to set up a nervy finale,
but the Austrians were then reduced to 10
men before Emmanuel Bonaventure Den-
nis’s late effort wrapped up the win for the
hosts. Beaten European Cup finalists in
1978, Club Brugge will be in pot three
alongside the likes of Inter Milan, Valencia
and Lyon. Meanwhile, Czech champions
Slavia Prague beat CFR Cluj of Romania 1-
0, a Jan Boril goal securing a 2-0 aggre-
gate victory.

Slavia’s last appearance in the group
stage, in 2007-08, notably saw them lose
7-0 away to Arsenal. They will be in pot
four in today’s draw. —AFP
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BURY: Bury fans descended on their Gigg Lane
stadium on Wednesday like mourners at a fu-
neral after the third-tier team were expelled
from the English Football League. The support-
ers, old and young, reflected the sense of com-
munity that the club generated at weekends for
over 100 years of playing as a league club.

Bury’s travails are a world away from the
riches enjoyed by Manchester City and Man-
chester United just nine miles (14 kilometres)
around the corner — the epitome of the haves
and have nots in football.

This was not lost on some of the fans who
milled around in the rain in a funereal atmos-
phere, “paying their respects” and hanging
scarves on the gates or placing bouquets of
flowers.

“Football has got out of hand,” David Smith
told AFP. “There is a player (Alexis Sanchez) up
the road at (Manchester) United being paid
£537,000 a week and not playing. “The greed
needs to stop. The top clubs have done this to

Bury FC and it won’t end at Bury.”
“The bottom clubs will be wiped out. In fu-

ture years there will be the English Premier
League and the (second-tier) Championship
and nothing more,” added the 58-year-old
emergency services worker.

For Smith’s 86-year-old mother Margaret,
who recalls as a young girl shouting at the ref-
eree from behind the goal, it has been a dread-
ful few days for her and her husband. “He is 88
and he has been coming here for 84 years to
watch the club,” she told AFP.

“He is devastated, a lot of tears come down
at our house this week. “I was reading a book
at home but I could not read the book for the
simple reason the club could shut down.” The
hope that the club might be saved on Tuesday
had prompted several hundred fans like 30-
year-old Lee Chadwick to come and prepare
the ground for a league game with Doncaster
Rovers this weekend.

However, the takeover talks collapsed

shortly before the 1600GMT deadline set by
the English Football League and their expulsion
was announced a few hours later.

For Chadwick, it is a huge blow to the com-
munity spirit engendered by the club. “I am ab-
solutely distraught,” he said. “I have supported
them for 24 years — generations of my family
have as well. “My grandfather brought my fa-
ther and he brought me. I will never get the op-
portunity to bring my children down here.

“Pubs, local businesses — they could go out
of business. It is a small town, the club means
everything to it. It is a travesty.” Like many
Bury fans, Michael Kavanagh did not get any
sleep on Tuesday and he told AFP a “bit of cre-
ative thinking” could have saved the club.

“The club meant a lot, it was the heartbeat
of the town,” he said. “The football club gives
it a focal point. It is a very working-class town.
We don’t expect to win the European Cup, but
watch a good game, have a couple of pints and
have a chat.”

Kavanagh is very proud of the two FA Cups
(1900 and 1903) the club won and in producing
some fine players like Manchester City and
England great Colin Bell. “I remember one of
the promotion seasons when Stan Ternent was
manager (successive promotions in 1995/96
and 96/97),” he said.

“I remember running onto the pitch with
my son. He is jumping up and down with the
players, he  still talks about it. “Pure joy that is
what football does, only it can do that — a
simple joy.”

But Margaret Smith looked to Accrington
Stanley, who reformed in 1968 after the col-
lapse of the original club and were promoted
back to the Football League in 2006, for inspi-
ration. “We will have to start up from the bot-
tom,” she said.

“They used to say ‘Who the hell is Accring-
ton Stanley’ after they disappeared from the
league. “They started from the bottom and
made it back.” —AFP

Tears and bitterness as Bury fans
attend their beloved club’s funeral

AMSTERDAM: Ajax Amsterdam’s Dutch forward Klaas-Jan Huntelaar (R) fights for the ball with APOEL’s de-
fender Nicolas Ioannou during the UEFA Champions League Group phase football match between Ajax Ams-
terdam and APOEL FC at the Johan Cruijff Arena in Amsterdam. —AFP

Iwobi fires Everton 
into League Cup 
third round, Burnley 
knocked out
LONDON: Alex Iwobi’s first Everton goal helped seal
a 4-2 win at third-tier side Lincoln in the League Cup
second round on Wednesday as the top-flight club
survived a scare, while Burnley were dumped out by
Sunderland.

Everton, who have scored just one goal in three
Premier League games this season and lost 2-0 at
Aston Villa last week, fell behind after only 20 seconds
before fighting back to lead 2-1. Lincoln’s Bruno An-
drade scored a stunning 70th-minute equaliser, but
Iwobi nodded in and Richarlison scored late on to send
Marco Silva’s men into round three. “It was a difficult
game. Credit to Lincoln. The important thing is we’re
through. We showed our fighting spirit,” said Iwobi.
“I’m enjoying this new chapter of my life. Every com-
petition we take seriously.”

Close-season arrivals Moise Kean, Djibril Sidibe,
Iwobi and Fabian Delph all made their full debuts for
Everton, but the visitors suffered a disastrous start at
Sincil Bank as Harry Anderson slotted into the net after
a burst forward from Jack Payne. Everton quickly began
to dominate proceedings, but had to wait until the 36th
minute to equalise as Lucas Digne curled a magnificent
30-yard free-kick into the top corner. Teenage striker
Kean, signed from Juventus earlier this month for 27.5
million euros ($31m, £25m), almost scored his first goal
in English football shortly before half-time but saw his
powerful effort crash against the near post.

But Everton did take the lead in the 59th minute
as Morgan Schneiderlin was tripped in the box, with
Gylfi Sigurdsson smashing the resulting penalty into
the roof of the net. A scuffle ensued inside the goal as
Lincoln players tried to take the ball from Sigurdsson,
with Everton goalkeeper Jordan Pickford running the
length of the pitch to get involved and earning a
booking for his troubles. —AFP


