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‘Chicago convention’ which, since the late 1940s has meant
that international jet fuel has enjoyed tax-free status. This
has enabled very cheap fares and given aviation a huge ad-
vantage over alternative modes, meaning that night trains in
Europe, for example, are unable to compete on price and
many have been cancelled in recent years.

Secondly, it means national governments introducing a
Frequent Flyer Levy (FFL) so that those who fly most, pay
most. Currently, in the UK just 15% of passengers account
for  70 percent of UK flights. A FFL would ensure that the
less well-off can still enjoy a family holiday once a year while
the international jetset of CEOs, royalty and pop stars who
want to fly frequently pay their way. Thirdly, it means invest-
ing the revenues raised from these taxes and levies into
high-speed rail and sleeper trains and into boosting research
into sustainable fuels for aviation, which have so far been
unable to gain traction when competing with cheap and un-
taxed jet fuel.

In the meantime, I believe we ought to strive to minimize
flying wherever possible, rather than just relying on offsets
to clear up the mess from our travel. Not only can reducing
flying demand actually result in airlines cutting back flights
(as has happened in Sweden this year), it can also send a cul-
tural signal to our peers and a political message to politicians
that there is an appetite for the brave decisions necessary to
properly regulate emissions from aviation.

If Harry and Meghan have shone a light on this topic,
then that can only be a positive thing. Rather than simply
bash the rich and powerful for their ‘hypocrisy’, we might
look at ourselves and realize that, in a global relative sense,
those of us with the means to travel internationally are also
‘rich’ and ‘powerful’. With that power must surely come re-
sponsibility. — www.lonelyplanet.co


