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PORTO VELHO: Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro
signed a decree Wednesday to ban burning
throughout the country for two months, govern-
ment sources cited in local media said, as the au-
thorities scramble to defuse the Amazon fires
which have triggered a global outcry. The blazes
that have engulfed parts of the world’s largest
rainforest — which is crucial for maintaining a
stable global climate — have also sparked a
diplomatic spat between Brazil and Europe that
threatens to torpedo a major trade deal.

The decree, which will be officially published
today, prohibits any burning for the next 60 days,
barring some exceptions in cases of approved
agricultural and forestry practices, media reports
said. It comes as Bolsonaro’s renewed demand
that French leader Emmanuel Macron withdraw
“insults” against him cast doubt on whether Brazil
would accept the G7’s offer of $20 million to help
combat the fires.

Bolsonaro initially rejected the G7’s offer, say-
ing on Tuesday that he would be willing to accept
it only if Macron withdrew his “insults,” before
appearing to change his mind to say Brazil would
accept foreign aid on the condition that it con-
trolled the money. But later on Wednesday, the
South American leader fired a fresh salvo. “Only
after he withdraws what he said... we can talk
again,” Bolsonaro told reporters Wednesday, re-
ferring to Macron.

He also accused France and Germany of
“buying” the Latin American country’s sover-
eignty with Amazon fire aid. “It seems that $20
million is our price. Brazil doesn’t have a price of
20 million or 20 trillion — it’s the same thing for
us,” he said. Macron has accused Bolsonaro of
lying to him about his commitments on climate
change and vowed to block the EU-Mercosur
trade deal involving Brazil that took decades to
negotiate.

An aide to President Donald Trump said
Wednesday the US was ready to assist with the
Amazon crisis, but only if it involved the Brazilian
government. “We didn’t agree to a G7 initiative
that failed to include consultations w/ @jairbol-
sonaro . The most constructive way to assist w/
Brazil’s ongoing efforts is in coordination w/ the
Brazilian Gov,” National Security Council
spokesman Garrett Marquis tweeted late
Wednesday. Bolsonaro’s latest remarks make him
and his government appear “increasingly un-
hinged,” said Robert Muggah, from a Rio de
Janeiro think tank, the Igarape Institute. “There
don’t appear to be any adults left in the room
with the ability or inclination to restrain his worst
impulses,” Muggah said. 

No liars 
On Monday, Macron rebuked the “extraordi-

narily rude” Bolsonaro after the Brazilian leader

personally expressed approval for a supporter’s
Facebook post implying that Brigitte Macron was
not as attractive as his own wife, Michelle Bol-
sonaro. The Brazilian leader has since removed
the comment from social media to avoid misin-
terpretation, his spokesman Otavio Rego Barros
told reporters Wednesday.

Vice President Hamilton Mourao — widely

considered to be a moderate voice in Bolsonaro’s
government — also weighed in publicly for the
first time. In an opinion piece published in the
conservative Estado de S. Paulo newspaper,
Mourao criticized an “international campaign”
against Brazil and said the country “does not lie
and nor does its president, its government and its
institutions.” —AFP
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An aerial view of deforestation in Nascentes da Serra do Cachimbo Biological Reserve in Altamira, Para state,
Brazil, in the Amazon basin. —AFP

Former Colombian 
rebel leader says 
taking up arms again 
BOGOTA: A former senior commander of the dissolved FARC
rebel army in Colombia said yesterday he is taking up arms again
along with other guerrillas who have distanced themselves from a
peace accord signed with the government. “We are announcing
to the world that the second Marquetalia has begun,” Ivan Mar-
quez, dressed in military fatigues, said in a video posted on
YouTube, referring to a rural enclave considered a birthplace of
the FARC in the 1960s. 

The whereabouts of Marquez, the Marxist FARC’s number
two leader, had been unknown for more than a year. He was the
chief rebel negotiator in talks that led to a 2106 accord that ended
half a century of armed conflict in Colombia. But Marquez and a
fugitive rebel colleague, Jesus Santrich, have since distanced
themselves from the agreement. Santrich also appeared in the
video.  With UN support, the peace accord ended the insurrec-
tion by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia and turned
it into a political party called the Common Alternative Revolu-
tionary Force, which uses the same FARC acronym.

While it hasn’t ended violence in the country — other left-
wing rebels, right-wing paramilitaries and drug traffickers are still
waging their battles — it has helped to reduce it. Conservative
President Ivan Duque was elected last year with a promise to
modify the accord, which he considers too lenient on ex-fighters
guilty of serious crimes. The FARC political party, meanwhile, has
denounced delays in the application of the accord as well as a
lack of legal guarantees and security for its members. —AFP

Hurricane Dorian may
spare Puerto Rico, 
heads for Florida
FAJARDO: A strengthening Hurricane Dorian appeared to
have largely spared Puerto Rico, barreling past the US ter-
ritory still recovering from a powerful storm two years ago.
The National Hurricane Center (NHC) in Miami said the hur-
ricane watch and tropical storm warning for the island had
been lifted, and that “Dorian continues to move away from
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.”

“The threat has already passed,” Puerto Rico’s new gov-
ernor, Wanda Vazquez, told a news conference Wednesday.
Vazquez announced that schools would reopen and people
should return to work from yesterday. She said the storm
had given the island a chance to evaluate its hurricane re-
sponse. “These days have been a real exercise where we
have been able to re-evaluate and make adjustments in all
our responses to protect the people of Puerto Rico,” she
said. But the danger for other areas is far from over: “Dorian
is forecast to strengthen into a major hurricane during the
next couple of days,” the NHC said.

Rainfall from the storm in the Bahamas and the southeast-
ern United States “may cause life-threatening flash floods,”
it added. The storm’s latest path puts Dorian on a trajectory
to strike the Atlantic coast of Florida — which declared a
state of emergency on Wednesday — or neighboring Geor-
gia by the end of the weekend. Florida Governor Ron De-
Santis urged all residents on the east coast of his state to
prepare for impact.

“It’s important for Floridians on the east coast to monitor

this storm closely. Every Florida resident should have seven
days of supplies, including food, water and medicine, and
should have a plan in case of disaster,” he said in a statement.
Dorian had earlier developed into a political as well as me-
teorological storm. President Donald Trump had declared a
state of emergency in Puerto Rico authorizing federal assis-
tance even while alleging the island is “one of the most cor-
rupt places on earth. “Their political system is broken and
their politicians are either Incompetent or Corrupt,” he said
on Twitter. Trump also declared an emergency in the US Vir-
gin Islands.

‘Keep his mouth shut’ 
Puerto Rico’s former governor Ricardo Rossello was

forced to resign last month in part because of criticism over
his handling of the emergency created by Maria. San Juan
Mayor Carmen Yulin lashed into Trump, telling CNN that the
president “continues to try to belittle the people of Puerto
Rico.” She told Trump “to keep his mouth shut” and let peo-
ple do the work needed to save lives.

Puerto Rico was devastated in 2017 by Hurricane Maria,
a major Category 4 hurricane on a scale where five is the
maximum. It shattered the island’s already shaky power grid,
overwhelmed public services and left many residents home-
less. A study accepted as valid by the government, which ini-
tially put the death toll at 64, estimated that nearly 3,000
people died as a result of the hurricane and the months of
disruption that followed.

Dorian, though far less powerful, was the first major test
of the island’s halting recovery. As of 0900 GMT Thursday,
the storm’s maximum sustained winds had risen to 85 miles
per hour with higher gusts, according to the NHC. Moving
northwest, it is forecast to dump up to four inches of rain on
the Bahamas, and up to eight inches on the southeastern
United States. —AFP


