
KUWAIT: Despite the interior ministry’s measures to deport res-
idency law violators, the residency affairs department’s data
showed a rise in iqama violators, who reached 115,000 by
Wednesday, compared to around 107,700 violators in April 2018,
an increase of seven percent, Al-Qabas daily reported yesterday,
quoting sources. The grace period given to violators to leave or
correct their status in 2018 resulted in reducing their number to
107,000 after 58,000 took advantage of the amnesty, according
to interior ministry numbers.

But during the 16 months since the grace period expired, the

number of violators has gone up, reaching 115,000 in the database
of the residency affairs department, the sources noted. The inte-
rior ministry is monitoring the violators and is preparing a plan to
confront their rising numbers, and there will be campaigns to
round them up.

Meanwhile, Al-Rai daily quoted informed sources who said the
process of deporting expats from Kuwait is costly and is borne
by the interior ministry. The sources said the cost of deporting
expats is around $3.7 million, adding that this amount will be in-
cluded within the financial allocations of the interior ministry,

without alluding to any additional details with regards to the num-
ber of those deportees or the period.

In other news, government sources said there are plans to
regulate electronic publications and place strict rules that limit
chaos caused by some bogus accounts, Al-Rai reported yes-
terday. The sources said accounts will be dealt with very strictly
and will not be allowed to compromise social harmony and
spread doubts about others’ integrity. They said a review of the
electronic publication laws is being conducted to close some
loopholes in some items.
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115,000 iqama violators in
Kuwait; up 7% in one year

$3.7 million cost of deportees’ tickets

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti traveler Andulmohsen Al-
Baghli was able to reach the high mountain of
Khunjerab, Pakistan, near the Chinese borders
and lift the Kuwaiti flag. On the altitude of
4,800 meters above sea level, where the highest
ATM machine is located, the Kuwaiti traveler
stated in a phone call to KUNA that he was

registered as the first Arab biker to lift his coun-
try’s flag on the high mountains of Khunjerab,
where there is no enough oxygen or paved
roads. Baghli expressed his pride in accom-
plishing such an achievement, affirming his will
to continue his journey in many countries in the
East and the West. — KUNA

Kuwaiti traveler lifts flag at 
Khunjerab mountain in Pakistan

Kuwaiti traveler Andulmohsen Al-Baghli lifts Kuwait’s flag on the old Silk Road.

KUWAIT: A ground power cable caught fire, which reached a building’s annex and some nearby
vehicles. Jleeb fire center responded, evacuated the building and put out the fire. No injuries
were reported. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

Postal sector
privatization ‘close’
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Official sources said the postal sec-
tor at the communications ministry is close to
being privatized, as the fatwa and legislation de-
partment approved the proposed law to priva-
tize it. The communications ministry approved
the post-privatization plan, wrote its text and
sent it to the fatwa and legislation department to
study it from a legal point of view. The proposal

will be sent to the Cabinet for approval and re-
ferral to the National Assembly along with other
sectors to be privatized. The government will es-
tablish a company called Kuwait Postal Com-
pany to be offered to the private sector. As for
postal employees, they will be given the option
to work for the new company or be transferred
to other sectors within the communications min-
istry. Meanwhile, sources said Kuwait Invest-
ment Authority is close to preparing a memo
with regards to asking it to study a proposal to
privatize landlines and prepare an economic fea-
sibility for it. If landlines are privatized, the com-
munications ministry will be scrapped from any
future Cabinet. 

Authorities 
coordinate to 
secure event tents
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Director General of Kuwait Fire
Service Directorate Lt Gen Khalid Al-Mikrad
met Kuwait Municipality’s Acting Director Gen-
eral Faisal Al-Jumaa to discuss preventive meas-
ures for event tents and halls in sandy yards in
various areas of Kuwait. Mikrad said these con-
ditions must be implemented by the companies
handling the tents, and make those who rent them
sign an undertaking not to violate the safety and
security conditions, as the Municipality is keen
on all facilities complying with KFSD conditions.

Shops closed
The commerce and industry ministry closed

three tailoring shops and issued six citations to
others practicing without a license in Safat Mar-
ket (known as the blocks). The ministry said its
inspectors conducted a campaign, during which
they found the stores practicing without li-
censes. The team noted the violations and sent
them to the commercial prosecution. The min-
istry said teams will continue their tours and will
not hesitate in issuing tickets to violating places.

Stray dogs 
Head of reform and development committee

at the Municipal Council said he received a
promise from the Public Authority for Agricul-
tural Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR) to
provide teams to visit Naseem and Industrial
Jahra in Jahra governorate to put an end to the
‘menace of stray dogs’ following a complaint
from a citizen, Abdellatif Al-Thafeeri, about
packs of dogs in front of his house. The coun-
cilmember said he toured the area and spotted
40 stray dogs there, so he called PAAAFR and a
team arrived and started to catch the dogs in a
humane manner.


