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All Blacks pick 
Sonny Bill, dump 
Franks for WCup
AUCKLAND: All Blacks selectors
backed star centre Sonny Bill Williams
to help achieve an unprecedented
World Cup treble in Japan but
dumped veteran prop Owen Franks
from their 31-man squad yesterday.

The axing of 108-Test stalwart
Franks was the major surprise,
although the defending champions
also had no room for rampaging mid-
fielder Ngani Laumape or rejuvenated
flanker Liam Squire. They did, howev-
er, keep faith with struggling back Ben
Smith as the New Zealanders target a
third straight World Cup title and
fourth overall.

Williams is among a trio of players
hoping to secure a personal treble in
Japan, alongside captain Kieran Read
and lock Sam Whitelock. Another nine
members of the squad tasted success
at the last rugby showpiece in Britain
four years ago, while 19 are World
Cup debutants.

The squad collectively boasts 1,195
Test caps and has eight players aged
30-plus. Coach Steve Hansen said
winning three titles in a row was “an
awesome challenge”. “We know it’s
going to be hard, we know it’s going
to be tough... we’re looking forward to
taking that pressure head-on,” he
said.

Williams, the oldest member of the
squad at 34, defied his doubters after
an injury-plagued season to play a
key role in this month’s 36-0 victory
over the Wallabies in Auckland. He is
now studying for a coaching certifi-

cate and another world crown might
be enough to persuade him to call
time on a remarkable career that also
includes two rugby league NRL titles
and victory in seven heavyweight
boxing bouts.

‘MOST FIERCELY 
CONTESTED’ CUP 

Hansen said two-time World Cup
winner Franks had fallen victim to
changes in the game, with the likes of
Atu Moli and Angus Ta’avao offering
more versatility. “We believe the game
requires us to have big, mobile num-
ber ones and threes (props),” he said.

Hookers Dane Coles, Codie Taylor
and Liam Coltman were always
regarded as certainties, with Coles
probably edging Taylor as preferred
starter. Brodie Retallick returns from a
shoulder injury to partner Whitelock
in the locks, backed up by Patrick
Tuipulotu and Scott Barrett, who can
also play in the back row.

Read, Ardie Savea, Matt Todd and
Luke Jacobson make up the rest of the
loose forwards, with Squire’s bid for
late inclusion falling flat. The highly
rated Highlander only made himself
available this week after voluntarily
sitt ing out the recent Rugby
Championship to deal with fitness and
personal issues.

Anton Lienert-Brown, Jack
Goodhue and fellow veteran Ryan
Crotty join Williams in the centres,
leaving Laumape on the outer. As
expected, Hansen is persisting with
his new tactic of using two playmak-
ers — Richie Mo’unga at fly-half and
Beauden Barrett at fullback — to
counter opponents’ rush defence.

An excellent Super Rugby season
sees Brad Weber join TJ Perenara and
Aaron Smith in the three halfbacks
selected by Hansen. Rieko Ioane,

Sevu Reece and George Bridge
ensure the defending champions have
potency on both wings, along with
the versatile Jordie Barrett. Ben Smith
remains in the mix, although recent
poor form and Hansen’s tact ical
switch mean he is more likely to fea-
ture on the wing than at fullback.
Hansen acknowledged the All Blacks’
rivals had closed the gap on his team
but warned the weight of expectation
could be overwhelming for those not
used to facing it. 

“This World Cup looks l ike it ’s
going to be the most fiercely contest-
ed yet, with a number of teams think-
ing that they’re going to win it,” he
said. “This is where I think we have a
small advantage — we live here all the
time,” he said.

The All Blacks begin their World
Cup defence with a blockbuster clash

against South Africa on September 21,
seeking to dominate a group that also
includes Italy, Namibia and Canada.

New Zealand:
Forwards (17)

Dane Coles, Liam Coltman, Codie
Taylor, Nepo Laulala, Joe Moody, Atu
Moli, Angus Ta’avao, Ofa Tuungafasi,
Scott Barrett, Brodie Retallick, Patrick
Tuipulotu, Sam Whitelock, Sam Cane,
Luke Jacobson, Kieran Read (captain),
Ardie Savea, Matt Todd.

Backs (14)
TJ Perenara, Aaron Smith, Brad

Weber, Beauden Barrett , Richie
Mo’unga, Ryan Crotty, Jack Goodhue,
Anton Lienert-Brown, Sonny Bi l l
Wil l iams, Jordie Barrett , George
Bridge, Rieko Ioane, Sevu Reece, Ben
Smith. —AFP

Argentina ring
changes versus
Springboks in bid 
to end losing streak
PRETORIA: Argentina coach Mario
Ledesma has rung the changes for the
one-off Test with South Africa at
Loftus Versfeld on Saturday, seeking to
find the right formula to halt an eight-
game losing streak just a month out

from the World Cup in Japan.
Argentina ended their Rugby

Championship campaign with a hum-
bling 46-13 loss to the Springboks in
Salta last weekend and Ledesma has
reacted by dropping a string of estab-
lished players.

Prop Mayco Vivas will earn a first
cap, while Felipe Ezcurra will make just
his third international appearance in
the scrumhalf berth, with the equally
inexperienced Joaquin Diaz Bonilla
alongside him at flyhalf.

There is also a first cap for inside
centre Lucas Mensa, which sees

Jeronimo de la Fuente switch to the
number 13 jersey, while fullback Santiago
Carreras could debut off the bench. Two
positional changes see Javier Ortega
Desio move from flank to number eight,
with his position on the side of the scrum
taken by Marcos Kremer, who started at
lock last weekend.

There is an all-new pairing in the
second row with Tomas Lavanini and
Guido Petti, while Julian Montoya takes
over from the vastly experienced
Agustin Creevy at hooker. Flanker
Pablo Matera wil l  lead the side in
Pretoria, one of only five players who

keep their place in the team.
Team: 15-Joaquin Tuculet, 14-

Sebastian Cancelliere, 13-Jeronimo de
la Fuente, 12-Lucas Mensa, 11-Ramiro
Moyano, 10-Joaquin Diaz Bonilla, 9-
Felipe Ezcurra, 8-Javier Ortega Desio,
7-Marcos Kremer, 6-Pablo Matera
(captain), 5-Tomas Lavanini, 4-Guido
Petti, 3-Santiago Medrano, 2-Julian
Montoya, 1-Mayco Vivas

Replacements: 16-Agustin Creevy, 17-
Nahuel Tetaz Chaparro, 18-Juan Figallo,
19-Matias Alemanno, 20-Tomas Lezana,
21-Gonzalo Bertanou, 22-Ben Urdapilleta,
23-Santiago Carreras. —Reuters

Salah ‘a gentle 
killer’: Vogel
LONDON: Egyptian star Mohamed Salah may be set-
ting European and English football alight now but
when he arrived in Switzerland he cast a few doubts in
the mind of his first coach Heiko Vogel.

The 27-year-old forward — an integral part of
Liverpool’s Champions League success last season —
has started the campaign in flying form scoring a dou-
ble in last Sunday’s win over Arsenal.

Vogel, though, told the German SPOX website he
wondered whether Salah had the mental strength to
succeed when he asked him to come for a week long
trial in 2012 — on the back of scoring a double for the
Egyptian Under-23 side against Basel in a friendly.    

“It was always clear to me that he is an outstanding
player, but whether he had the mentality? I didn’t
know that exactly,” said Vogel.  “Momo is a gentle
killer. “I would be lying if I had prophesied such a
massive global career for him.”

Vogel then asked Basel’s scouts in Egypt to confirm
his potential by taking video footage of him. “I won-
dered whether the videos had been speeded up,” he
said. “He had everything — the speed, the finish, the
left foot.

“Then he trained on the first day (in Switzerland);
everyone watched the session and we wondered if he
might have a twin brother.” Vogel, who picks out
Arsenal’s Swiss midfielder Granit Xhaka as the most
impressive of the Premier League-based stars he
coached at Basel with Salah and his Liverool team-
mate Xherdan Shaqiri the other two, said things pro-
gressively got better.

“The second day was a bit better, but not good.
“And then came the third day. It was then that he
destroyed everything, he was really unstoppable.
“It was absolutely extraordinary. He was so agile,
so explosive. If he had the ball on his left foot, it
was a goal.

“After that performance everyone knew why we
wanted to sign him.” Vogel, who was sacked on
October 2012 only months after clinching the domestic
double, said Salah’s difficulties were understandable.

“Momo was very sure of himself, but he was
immersed in a new world,” said Vogel. “He had to
acclimatise, in the most literal sense of the word. “He
came to us from the heat of North Africa. “It is always
difficult when you come into an environment where
you don’t speak the language.”

Salah, though was keen as mustard to learn
German something which Vogel did his best to dis-
suade him from doing. 

“He couldn’t speak English at all,” said the 43-
year-old German, who is presently coaching third tier
German side KFC Uerdingen. “He wanted to learn
German but I said to him: ‘Slow down, champion.
German is bloody difficult. Learn English, that’ll be
enough for you.’ “Momo had a really great agent
there who could speak English, so we spoke through
him.” —AFP

SEATTLE: Masahiro Tanaka pitched seven scoreless innings,
and Aaron Judge reached a milestone with a tape-measure
home run as the New York Yankees defeated the host Seattle
Mariners 7-0 Tuesday night. Brett Gardner also homered for
the Yankees, who won their third consecutive game and
remained tied with the Los Angeles Dodgers for the best
record in the major leagues at 87-47. Judge hit a two-run
shot off Mariners left-hander Yusei Kikuchi (5-9) in the first
inning. The blast to straightaway center field hit halfway up
the batter’s eye and was projected by Statcast at 462 feet.
The homer was the 100th of Judge’s career, making him the
third-fastest player to reach that mark. He accomplished the
feat in 371 games, trailing only former Philadelphia standout
Ryan Howard (325 games) and Yankees teammate Gary
Sanchez (355).

DIAMONDBACKS 3, GIANTS 2
Ketel Marte homered on a pitch on which he sustained a

hamstring injury, and Mike Leake pitched his best game
since an in-season trade, sending Arizona to a victory over
host San Francisco. Kevin Ginkel pitched out of an eighth-
inning jam to preserve a late lead for the Diamondbacks, who
moved 1 1/2 games up on the Giants in their battle to stay
relevant in the National League playoff chase. After Giants
starter Jeff Samardzija was taken out of a 1-1 game after five
innings, the Diamondbacks jumped on reliever Sam Coonrod
(4-1) for three consecutive hits to start the sixth, with
Christian Walker scoring the go-ahead run on Adam Jones’
single. 

CARDINALS 6, BREWERS 3
Yadier Molina blasted two homers to power visiting St.

Louis past Milwaukee for its sixth straight victory. The
Cardinals have won 15 of their last 18 games while the
Brewers have dropped six of their past nine. Molina went 3-
for-3 with a walk, a double, two homers and three RBIs. He
has seven multi-homer games in his career, and four have
come against the Brewers.

CUBS 5, METS 2
Pete Alonso set New York’s single-season home run

record, but Addison Russell and Javier Baez each hit two-run
homers as visiting Chicago pulled out a win. Cubs right-han-
der Yu Darvish (5-6) continued his recent surge by tossing a
season-high eight innings and allowing just one run. Alonso,
the NL Rookie of the Year favorite, homered well beyond the
right field fence on Darvish’s first pitch of the fourth inning.
It was his 42nd homer of the season, breaking a tie with Todd
Hundley (1996) and Carlos Beltran (2006). 

DODGERS 9, PADRES 0
Walker Buehler threw six scoreless innings, and seven

straight Dodgers reached base during a five-run fifth inning
as visiting Los Angeles scored a shutout victory over San
Diego. Buehler (11-3) stretched his scoreless innings streak
to 13 as he held San Diego to four hits and two walks with 11

strikeouts. The Dodgers had lost three of their previous four
games. The Padres saw their two-game winning streak end.
Joc Pederson homered for the Dodgers, who got three hits
and two runs apiece from A.J. Pollock and Matt Beaty.

ASTROS 15, RAYS 1
Justin Verlander carried a shutout into the sixth inning

before being ejected as host Houston pounded Tampa Bay.
Verlander (16-5) had his streak of starts with double-digit
strikeouts snapped at seven, one shy of the major league
record held by Red Sox left-hander Chris Sale. Verlander
recorded four strikeouts while allowing four hits over 5 1/3
innings, but he was tossed for arguing balls and strikes with
plate umpire Pat Hoberg. Yordan Alvarez (3-for-5, four RBIs)
posted the fourth multi-homer game of his rookie season,
cranking a three-run, opposite-field shot in the fifth and a
solo homer to right in the seventh.

PIRATES 5, PHILLIES 4
The Pirates scored a tiebreaking unearned run on Rhys

Hoskins’ error in the ninth inning, and Pittsburgh posted a win
over host Philadelphia. Locked in a 4-4 game in the top of the
ninth, Pittsburgh’s Kevin Newman appeared to hit an inning-
ending double play on a hard grounder to second. However,
first baseman Hoskins dropped shortstop Jean Segura’s
strong throw, preventing the twin-killing, allowing Adam
Frazier to score off Hector Neris (2-5). Pirates closer Felipe
Vazquez (5-1) retired all four batters he faced, including a
strikeout of Bryce Harper on a 2-2 curveball to end the game.

TWINS 3, WHITE SOX 1
Marwin Gonzalez and Jonathan Schoop belted solo home

runs in the second inning, and Michael Pineda pitched five
strong innings to lift visiting Minnesota to a victory against
Chicago. Minnesota’s bullpen preserved the club’s third
straight win. Sam Dyson, Tyler Duffey and Sergio Romo each
contributed a scoreless inning before Taylor Rogers pitched
a 1-2-3 ninth for his 21st save. The White Sox’s lone run came
on Tim Anderson’s fourth-inning homer.

INDIANS 10, TIGERS 1
Jason Kipnis, Franmil Reyes and Roberto Perez homered

to help lift host Cleveland past Detroit. The Indians are now
13-1 against the Tigers this season, and they have won 12
straight against the worst team in baseball. Carlos Santana
collected three of Cleveland’s 13 hits. Adam Plutko (6-3) gave
up one run in 5 2/3 innings and struck out nine.

ATHLETICS 2, ROYALS 1
Marcus Semien scored a run in the first inning and drove

in a run in the second as Oakland won at Kansas City. A
night after scoring 19 runs on 22 hits, the A’s were limited to
just two runs on five hits. Mike Fiers (13-3) was the winning
pitcher, picking up his 11th straight victory. He allowed one
run on eight hits in 5 1/3 innings with five strikeouts and two
walks. Fiers is 11-0 with a 2.41 ERA in his past 20 starts.

BLUE JAYS 3, BRAVES 1
Justin Smoak hit a solo home run and an RBI single as

Toronto defeated visiting Atlanta. Zack Godley (4-5), the sec-
ond of seven Toronto pitchers, allowed no runs, two infield hits
and two walks while striking out two in three innings. Braves
starter Mike Soroka (10-3), a Calgary native, allowed two runs
in six innings, giving up eight hits and striking out one.

ORIOLES 2, NATIONALS 0
Anthony Santander and Jonathan Villar each drove in runs in the

first inning, and starter Aaron Brooks and the bullpen made them
stand up as visiting Baltimore defeated Washington. Baltimore
earned its third win a row. The Orioles stopped the Nationals’ five-
game run, which included a three-game sweep over the Cubs in
Chicago over the weekend. Brooks (4-7) gave up just two hits in six
shutout innings. Four Orioles relievers handled the rest, with Mychal
Givens pitching a perfect ninth inning for his 11th save.

ANGELS 5, RANGERS 2
Kole Calhoun and Brian Goodwin came up with clutch hits in

the seventh inning, Mike Trout hit his major-league-leading
43rd home run, and Los Angeles rallied for a win over Texas in
Anaheim, Calif. Rangers starter Mike Minor thoroughly stifled
the Angels through six innings, shutting them out on one hit. But
in the seventh, the Los Angeles offense came to life, highlighted

by a two-run double by Calhoun and a pinch-hit, two-run single
by Goodwin. Trout, hitless in his first three at-bats, homered in
the eighth inning, ending a homerless streak of five games.

REDS 8, MARLINS 5
Luis Castillo struck out 11 batters in six innings to beat his

former team as Cincinnati defeated host Miami. Catcher Curt
Casali had a big game for the Reds, tying the score 3-3 with a
solo homer in the fourth inning and giving Cincinnati a lead it
did not relinquish with a two-run single in the fifth. The Reds
also got two-run homers from Eugenio Suarez and Nick Senzel.
Suarez, who has a team-best and a career-high 37 homers,
leads all National League players with 17 second-half dingers.

RED SOX 10, ROCKIES 6
Xander Bogaerts, Jackie Bradley Jr. and Christian Vazquez

homered, Brock Holt had three hits, and Boston beat Colorado
in Denver. Rick Porcello (12-10) struck out five over five innings
to help Boston win for the eighth time in 11 games and keep its
playoff hopes alive. Sam Hilliard homered in his major league
debut, and Nolan Arenado also went deep for Colorado. It was
the second time a Rockies player homered in his debut this sea-
son, as Dom Nunez did it earlier this month. Colorado starter
Rico Garcia (0-1) also made his big league debut and allowed
six runs in five innings. —Reuters

D-backs complete two-game sweep of Giants

Aaron Judge third-fastest 100 home
runs helps Yankees down Mariners

Sonny Bill Williams

SEATTLE: Aaron Judge No 99 of the New York Yankees connects with his 100th career home run in the
first inning against the Seattle Mariners at T-Mobile Park in Seattle, Washington. —AFP


